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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls upon the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs as the committee responsible to include the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the new approach adopted by the Commission as regards upholding 
fundamental rights, which constitutes an ideal starting point for efforts to ensure that the 
EU's fundamental rights enjoy better protection and a higher profile;

2. Hopes that specific, practical ways can be found of applying the stated methods by means 
of which the Commission intends to implement the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights in 
its legislative proposals;

3. Considers that the Commission's concern for the protection of fundamental rights at every 
stage of the legislative procedure should be welcomed; points, however, to the need for 
the European Parliament - as a democratic body par excellence - to be more extensively 
involved in the procedure for verifying that legislative proposals are compatible with the 
rights laid down in the Charter;

4. Considers that the European Parliament's committees should be involved to a greater 
extent in monitoring the compatibility of legislative proposals with fundamental rights, 
and suggests in particular that the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure should be 
amended with a view to:

 enabling the committee responsible for protecting fundamental rights to assess the 
impact of any Commission legislative proposal which is likely to have a bearing on 
the rights laid down in the Charter;

 ensuring that whenever in the course of a legislative procedure the European 
Parliament or one of its committees raises an issue relating to the protection of 
fundamental rights, the matter in question can be referred to the relevant committee 
for verification and that the necessary coordination can be carried out;

5. Points out that, even though general consultation procedures exist, independent external 
bodies and organisations which are specifically concerned with fundamental-rights issues 
must be more extensively involved; to that end, calls upon the Commission to devise a 
specific arrangement for enabling those bodies and organisations to be consulted during 
the procedure for drafting legislative proposals which have an impact on fundamental 
rights; 

6. Considers that it must be possible for the future EU Human Rights Agency  - when 
requested by the institutions concerned - to become involved through the issue of 
opinions relating to fundamental-rights issues raised when a legislative proposal is being 
drawn up or in the course of a specific legislative procedure;
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7. Points out that systematic internal monitoring to ensure that fundamental rights are upheld 
when legislative proposals are being drawn up must be the subject of an explanatory 
report which provides legal grounds for upholding such rights; 

8. Stresses the importance of establishing suitable means of communicating with and 
informing the general public and the EU institutions concerning the internal monitoring of 
the upholding of fundamental rights by ways including the drawing up of periodic reports 
on the subject.
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