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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

A. mindful of the situation of public finances at national level, and whereas the Union budget 

represents, among other things, a unique instrument that can act as a catalyst for 

investment, which should be stepped up at a time of crisis; 

B. mindful of its resolutions of 14 March 2012 on general guidelines for the preparation of 

the 2013 Budget - Section III - Commission1 and 8 June 2011 entitled ‘Investing in the 

future: a new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for a competitive, sustainable and 

inclusive Europe’2; 

1. Takes the view that 2013 could, indeed must, be a turning point in overcoming the crises 

and budget policy should not in itself act as a barrier to the prospect of a return to growth; 

takes the view, therefore, that the next multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 should 

provide a better balance between restrictive measures and measures to stimulate job 

creation and the return to employment, taking due account of gender mainstreaming 

policies; 

2. Stresses that 2013 is a pre-election year, which calls for a balanced communication policy 

to inform citizens of their electoral rights and the issues at stake in the European elections; 

3. Regrets that it has not been possible for the European Year of Citizens 2013 to receive 

additional funding from the Union budget and calls on the Commission to ensure that the 

year’s objectives are properly taken into account when Union policies are implemented; 

4. Stresses that, in order to ensure the effective implementation of the European citizens’ 

initiative, the Commission and the European Parliament should make provision for 

adequate and equitable funding for public hearings; 

5. Takes the view that political parties at European level and European foundations should 

receive sufficient funding to perform the function attributed to parties by the treaties in 

terms of raising European political awareness and expressing the will of citizens; looks 

forward to the Commission’s proposal to create a new title in the Financial Regulation 

devoted solely and tailored specifically to the funding of European parties and 

foundations. 

                                                 
1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2012)0077. 
2 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2011)0266. 
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