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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas such a well established and acknowledged system could provide a basis for 

reflection in the context of drawing up the EU budget, establishing strategic priorities on 

an annual and multiannual basis, and linking financial resources more directly to political 

objectives; 

1. Highlights the importance of the EU institutions cooperating in an effective manner to 

monitor and analyse these long-term trends, as well as cooperating and networking with 

other actors interested in similar issues within and outside the European Union; 

underlines, in this context, the importance of continuing the process of developing an 

effective capacity for the provision of independent, high-quality analysis which will lead 

to greater interinstitutional synergy and advice on key trends confronting policy-makers 

within the EU system; 

2. Urges the four institutions and bodies currently involved in the ESPAS process – the 

Commission, Parliament, the Council and the European External Action Service – to 

commit themselves to some form of an interinstitutional agreement, ideally to be 

concluded no later than the spring of 2014, with each partner undertaking to maintain and 

participate in the agreement on a continuing basis; 

3. Insists that ESPASS be steered and overseen by a board composed in an appropriate 

manner, that will determine the mandate and priorities of ESPASS and elect its director, a 

board on which the European Parliament will be represented by Members, it being 

understood that, within the framework of its mandate, ESPASS will be able to carry out its 

research tasks in a fully independent manner; 

4. Stresses the need for an increased involvement of the political level in the oversight of 

ESPAS in order to increase the political ownership of the process; 

5. Stresses the need for the participating institutions and bodies to devote the necessary staff 

and financial resources to the ESPAS system through each of their respective budgets, in 

full compliance with the Financial Regulation, and in particular Article 54(e) thereof, and 

in the context of the annual budgetary procedure, so as to ensure that this capability can be 

developed in a budgetarily neutral way in future years; underlines the need for the EU 

institutions to invest in staff with specific expertise to fully contribute to analysing and 

monitoring global trends as well as the expertise to identify options and make policy 

recommendations for the specific needs of each EU institution; 

6. Welcomes the intention to use the ESPAS process and building upon its global network to 

build up an on-line repository of papers and material from multiple sources relating to 

medium- and long-term trends, for access by policy-makers and citizens worldwide; 

7. Believes that a permanent system – aiming to provide regular analysis of medium- and 

long-term trends and their implications for EU policy options and choices in order to 

encourage a more strategic approach to decision-making – should include provisions for 
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the submission of an annual ‘strategic trends report’ to the EU’s institutions, in advance of 

the State of the Union debate and the publication of the Commission’s annual work 

programme, in order to track and assess the changing pattern of long-term trends, and also 

to provide specific input to the budgetary authority in the run-up to the negotiation of a 

post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), as well as for any mid-term revision 

of the 2014-2020 MFF. 
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