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Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Constitutional Affairs has been 
asked to submit an opinion to your committee. Since our committee was not in a position to 
adopt a regular opinion, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, I transmit hereby the priorities 
expressed by Members of our committee, resulting from the draft opinion and amendments 
tabled. This text has been agreed among coordinators by written procedure. 

First of all, members of the committee wish to recall the importance of a reform of the 
procedures for adopting the Multiannual Financial Framework and the system of own 
resources of the Union so as to overcome recurrent deadlocks in the negotiations on the 
Union’s budget. The Union’s budget should be sufficient to finance the exercise of the 
competences attributed to the Union by the Treaties, which have grown over time. This 
requires also the rapid introduction of new genuine own resources as foreseen in article 311 
TFEU in order to constitute a solid Union's budget focused on the common European interest, 
able to tackle the challenges of our time and to deliver the results that matter to European 
citizens. 

Effective communication with and consultation of citizens all over Europe should be among 
the top priorities for the budget in order to ensure broad, active and effective involvement of 
citizens. 
In particular the budget for 2021 should have the resources necessary for the roll out of the 
Conference on the Future of Europe. These resources should be commensurate with the 
Conference goals as set out in the European Parliament’s position on the Conference on the 
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Future of Europe1, including the organization of thematic European Citizens’ agoras and 
Youth agoras throughout the process. 

Members of the committee underline the need for adequate financing of Union’s programmes, 
activities and initiatives that are vital for intensifying the participatory democracy processes in 
the EU, building citizens’ trust and enhancing their understanding of EU policies and aim at 
developing and promoting European Citizenship, in particular the Europe for Citizens 
Programme, the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme, the European Citizens’ 
Initiative, as well as Erasmus Plus, the European Solidarity Corps and the development of a 
curriculum on EU Citizenship education. Proper levels of financing need to be secured also to 
enable the activities of EU institutions and bodies, such as the Commission Representations or 
the East StratCom Task Force, to counter disinformation and foreign interferences. 
Furthermore the Joint Transparency Register Secretariat should have sufficient and adequate 
administrative and financial means in order to fulfil its tasks. 

Finally, members would like to recall that according to the Treaties, and in order to preserve 
mutual trust between them, Members and former Members of the European Union are bound 
to honour their budgetary obligations in full. 

I am confident that the Committee on Budgets will take these suggestions into consideration 
when preparing the guidelines for the 2021 budget.

Yours sincerely,

Antonio Tajani

1 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2020)0010  


