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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that while the number of reasoned opinions received from national parliaments 
continued to fall between 2017 and 2019, the number of opinions submitted to the 
Commission and contributions to the European Parliament, including on non-legislative 
initiatives, remains consistently high, which is testament to the positive and forward-
looking engagement of national parliaments with the EU policy cycle; notes that several 
of these submissions focused on important institutional issues such as the completion of 
the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) and the activation of passerelle clauses;

2. Welcomes the conclusions of the Task Force on Subsidiarity, Proportionality and 
‘Doing less more efficiently’ of June 2018; welcomes, in particular, the concept of 
‘active subsidiarity’, aiming to promote greater ownership of EU policies; insists that 
the Commission implement these conclusions, and in particular integrate the ‘model 
grid’, in order to assess the application of both principles throughout the decision-
making process; notes that this will require a strong commitment, including from EU 
co-legislators;

3. Highlights the Commission’s commitment to providing, in future, for aggregated 
answers where at least four parliaments have issued reasoned opinions and to allowing 
for flexibility on the eight-week deadline by which national parliaments must submit 
their opinions;

4. Encourages the Commission to assess the possibility of assisting the national 
parliaments in playing a positive and proactive role in EU affairs through the 
introduction of an informal ‘green card’ procedure;

5. Suggests that the introduction of a ‘red card’ instrument, enabling a legislative proposal 
from the Commission to be withdrawn if 55 % of national parliaments raise an 
objection, should be discussed at the Conference on the Future of Europe;

6. Encourages the involvement of regional parliaments with legislative powers, which 
under Article 6 of Protocol No 2 to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union can be consulted by national parliaments, and supports their systematic 
consultation on major initiatives;

7. Expresses its support to national parliaments in providing joint own-initiative opinions, 
such as those provided by the Visegrád Group countries on the future of the subsidiarity 
principle and parliamentary cooperation;

8. Believes that the REFIT platform should be expanded to widen its focus from 
regulatory burdens to matters of subsidiarity and proportionality; warns against the rigid 
application by the Commission of a ‘one in, one out’ principle in the implementation of 
better law-making processes.
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