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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Deplores the decrease by 21 % in commitment appropriations and 17 % in payment 
appropriations of the 2023 Draft Budget as compared to the 2022 budget for the 
‘Citizens engagement and participation in the democratic life of the Union’; disagrees 
with further cuts by 3 % in commitment appropriations proposed by the Council; 
believes that adequate resources need to be provided for the CERV Programme, the 
European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) as well as other participatory instruments to be 
introduced as a follow up to the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFE); proposes 
an increase by 26 % in commitment and 20 % in payment appropriations for this 
budgetary line;

2. Regards as insufficient the 1 % increase in the commitment appropriations for 
‘Commission Representations’ compared to the 2022 budget; is dismayed with the 
Council’s position to reduce by 14 % and by 8 % respectively the commitment and 
payment appropriations for this line; proposes a 5 % increase of the commitment 
appropriations as compared to the 2023 Draft Budget and to restore the level of 
payment appropriations of the 2023 Draft Budget; deems this increase necessary for 
the purpose of encouraging proactive dialogues on EU matters with citizens in the 
Member States, implementing the proposals included in the conclusions of the CoFE, 
as well as developing communication activities to fight disinformation; 

3. Regards as insufficient the 1,5 % increase in commitment appropriations for 
‘Communication services for citizens’ compared to the 2022 budget; opposes the 
Council’s position to reduce the funding of commitment and payment appropriations 
by 12 %  and by 6 % respectively; therefore proposes a 5 % increase of the 
commitment appropriations as compared to the 2023 Draft Budget and to restore the 
level of payment appropriations of the 2023 Draft Budget in view of funding 
awareness raising and information activities on the ECI as well as implementation of 
the proposals included in the conclusions of the CoFE;

4. Highlights the need to increase the resources and the level of staffing of the Authority 
for European Political Parties and European Political Foundations in view of the 
significant enlargement of its tasks as provided for in the Commission proposal for a 
recast of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014;

5. Urges the Committee on Budgets to incorporate the above-mentioned suggestions for 
budget increases into its motion for a resolution, as they serve the purpose of 
delivering concrete results and quality communication to citizens.


