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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Is of the opinion that a new Financial Framework should guarantee the critical 
financial mass and achieve a steady progression in the allocation of resources for 
external assistance, commensurate with the growing challenges and with the increased 
expectations with respect to the Union’s role;

2. Reaffirms the need for more targeted use of EU funds in the external assistance area, 
as outlined in its resolution on Policy Challenges and Budgetary Means of 8 June 
2005, and invites the Council to come up with a similar prioritisation of EU spending, 
rather than applying linear cuts to all EU instruments;

3. Rejects the drastic cut which would be inflicted on research in the field of security if 
the ceilings agreed by the Heads of State and Government were applied; confirms its 
determination, even in a tight financial context, to allocate adequate resources to this 
critical research area and to ensure that Galileo, a high-tech programme of strategic 
importance for both the economy and the security of the European Union, is properly 
funded;

4. Opposes the European Council’s request that at least 90% of the EU external 
assistance be classified as official development aid; considers that binding targets of 
this nature could impair the Union’s capacity to provide the right mix of policies with 
regard to partner countries, and in particular to respect its commitments to countries 
either torn by conflict or engaged in post-conflict management;

5. Regards as crucial the establishment of well-endowed flexibility instruments to cover 
unforeseen needs, including those of a multi-annual character; is convinced that this 
must be matched by a simplified, less cumbersome procedure for the mobilisation of 
such instruments; considers however that this cannot be a substitute for adequate 
ordinary budgetary allocations and that the establishment of these instruments should 
be accompanied by a commitment to use the mid-term review of the Financial 
Framework to budget adequately for such unforeseen expenditure;

6. Regrets attempts to apply procedures of an intergovernmental nature in the allocation 
and management of funds for CFSP actions under the EU budget;

7. Expects the future Interinstitutional Agreement to provide for the unrestricted 
participation of Parliament in the annual CFSP review; stresses in this connection the 
need to consult Parliament in advance on aspects and choices; 

8. Emphasises the increasing interdependence between civilian and military components 
of EU operations and the recognised need for comprehensive planning of CFSP/ESDP 
activities; would therefore welcome, in the context of the above information and 
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consultation arrangements, the opportunity of clarifying the scope and nature of the 
different sources of financing;

9. Takes the view that the new Interinstitutional Agreement should provide for the 
Community budget funding of joint costs incurred by all ESDP operations; in the 
interests of transparency urges that the Interinstitutional Agreement contains at the 
very least a mandatory provision concerning a posteriori notification of security policy 
funding mechanisms, not contained in the Community budget;

10. Warns the Council that the substantial increase in CFSP spending advocated by the 
Heads of State cannot be reconciled with the tight expenditure ceilings they have put 
forward; therefore urges the Member States to develop greater complementarity and 
synergy between Community instruments - notably the new Instrument for Stability - 
and CFSP activities, since this would allow the Union to respond more adequately to 
the increasing financial needs for crisis management and non-proliferation measures;

11. Calls on Parliament to ensure the efficient and effective implementation of CFSP 
measures by appointing standing rapporteurs through its committee responsible (the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs) to monitor these measures and the implementation of 
the relevant articles under the CFSP budget heading.
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