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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Intercultural dialogue is assuming increasing importance in the light of recent developments 
in Europe and elsewhere. It is a means of averting civil strife and upholding social cohesion, 
as it fosters understanding between peoples through informed mutual awareness of their 
respective cultures and values. It is a cornerstone of European integration.

The intercultural dialogue must be reciprocal. On the one hand, European citizens must be 
increasingly receptive to a pluralist and multipolar society, and consequently to the different 
cultures of other European and non-European countries, particularly those nearest to them. On 
the other hand, efforts should be made to increase the awareness of people in non-Union 
countries and regions of the culture and common values of the European Union, particularly 
in connection with the enlargement process and regional partnerships.

One of the objectives of this European Year could centre on the social integration of first-
generation immigrants. It is essential for these newly-arrived citizens to be aware of the 
culture and values of their host countries to improve their integration into society. The 
necessary information could be provided in potential immigrants’ countries of origin before 
they leave. Conversely, a dialogue based on mutual respect must encourage European citizens 
to be receptive to ‘non-European’ cultures to enable these ‘non-European’ citizens to be fully 
integrated.

Care should be taken to ensure that the actions carried out in connection with this 2008 Year 
are complementary to, and consistent with, those taken in 2007 under the European Year of 
Equal Opportunities for All. Intercultural dialogue is also concerned with action to combat 
discrimination and promote the integration of immigrants. This being so, it should be possible 
for stakeholders who are mobilised in 2007 and have an interest in the activities connected 
with the intercultural dialogue to be involved in the 2008 European Year also.

For the 2008 European Year to be successful, it will have to involve cooperation and 
exchanges with a number of stakeholders and partners who can help the European and 
national institutions to fully achieve their objectives. The involvement of international 
organisations such as the Council of Europe and Unesco, which have considerable experience 
and expertise in the field of intercultural dialogue, would also be desirable. Similarly, it 
should be possible to bring on board representatives of civil society, particularly the NGOs 
active in the field, together with other intercultural organisations such as the Anna Lindh 
Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for Dialogue between Cultures.
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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Draft legislative resolution

Text proposed by the Commission1 Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Recital 4

(4) At the heart of the European project, 
intercultural dialogue appears to be the tool 
of choice for citizens to manage the complex 
reality in our societies and galvanise them.

(4) At the heart of the European project, 
intercultural dialogue appears to be the tool 
of choice for citizens to manage the complex 
reality in our societies and galvanise them, 
and can make an enormous contribution to 
improving the EU’s external relations, in 
the context of a globalised world.

Justification

Cultural and linguistic diversity contributes to the EU's cultural wealth and can facilitate 
dialogue with all the world's cultures and thus help people to live together within the EU.

Amendment 2
Recital 5, indent 1

- by respecting and promoting cultural 
diversity in Europe and promoting active 
European citizenship open to the world and 
based on the common values in the 
European Union;

- by respecting and promoting cultural 
diversity in Europe, promoting active 
European citizenship open to the world and 
based on the common values in the 
European Union and encouraging the 
integration of citizens through awareness 
and knowledge of those values based on the 
alliance of civilisations;

Amendment 3
Recital 5, indent 3

– by supporting the Union’s 
commitment to solidarity, social justice and 

– by supporting the Union’s 
commitment to solidarity, social justice, 

1 OJ C ..., ..., p. ....
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greater cohesion in the respect of common 
values in the European Unio ;

cooperation and greater cohesion in the 
respect of common values in the European 
Union, which are essential to facilitate 
dialogue with the world’s different cultures 
and thus consolidate its role as 
international leader in upholding and 
promoting democracy and human rights;

Justification

Cultural and linguistic diversity contributes to the EU's cultural wealth and can facilitate 
dialogue with all the world's cultures and in this way help people to live together within the 
EU. Thus it can be seen as a basis for world governance, in which the United Nations 
framework should also be valued.

Amendment 4
Recital 5, indent 4

- by enabling Europe to make its voice better 
heard in the world and to forge effective 
partnerships with neighbouring countries, 
thus extending the zone of stability and 
democracy beyond the Union and thereby 
influencing the wellbeing and security of 
European citizens and all those living in the 
European Union.

 - by enabling Europe to make its voice 
better heard in the world, to know more 
about, and understand, the culture of other 
regions and continents in order to forge 
effective partnerships with neighbouring 
countries, to extend the zone of stability, 
peace and democracy beyond the Union by 
fostering peoples' knowledge of each 
others' culture and thereby to influence the 
wellbeing, security and mutual respect of 
European and non-European citizens and 
all those living inside and outside the 
European Union.

Amendment 5
Recital 6

(6) Intercultural dialogue is an important 
dimension in many Community policies and 
instruments in the fields of education, youth, 
culture, citizenship and sport, combating 
discrimination and social exclusion, lifelong 
learning, combating racism and xenophobia, 
policy on asylum and the integration of 
immigrants, audiovisual policy and research. 
At the same time it is an increasing factor in 
the European Union’s external relations, 

(6) Intercultural dialogue is an important 
dimension in many Community policies and 
instruments in the fields of education, youth, 
culture, citizenship and sport, combating 
discrimination and social exclusion, 
women's rights and gender equality, 
lifelong learning, combating racism and 
xenophobia, the fight against human 
trafficking, policy on asylum and the 
integration of immigrants, human rights 
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particularly with regard to the candidate 
countries, the countries of the western 
Balkans and the partner countries of the 
European neighbourhood policy.

and sustainable development, audiovisual 
policy and research. At the same time it is an 
increasing factor in the European Union’s 
external relations, particularly with regard to 
the accession and candidate countries, the 
countries of the western Balkans, the 
candidate countries for association 
agreements with the EU, the partner 
countries of the European neighbourhood 
policy and other third countries, 
particularly developing countries.

Amendment 6
Recital 10 a (new)

 (10a) It should also be possible for the 
experience and the expertise of 
international organisations such as the 
Council of Europe to be brought to bear on 
the European Union's strategy to promote 
intercultural dialogue.

Amendment 7
Recital 11 a (new)

 (11a) It is important, in preparation for the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, 
to develop initiatives in connection with 
that dialogue, based on practical and 
sustainable projects, particularly in the 
context of existing and future partnerships 
with third countries. Those initiatives 
should be highlighted in connection with 
the information and awareness-raising 
campaigns planned for the European Year 
of Intercultural Dialogue in 2008.

Amendment 8
Article 2, paragraph 1, indent 1

- promoting intercultural dialogue as an 
instrument to assist European citizens and all 
those living in the Union temporarily or 
permanently in acquiring the knowledge, 
qualifications and aptitudes enabling them 
to deal with a more open, but also more 
complex, environment and to manage any 

- promoting intercultural dialogue as an 
instrument to assist European citizens and all 
those living in the Union temporarily or 
permanently in living together more 
harmoniously on the basis of mutual 
respect for cultural differences and to 
enable immigrants, particularly women and 
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difficulties in order to benefit from the 
opportunities offered to them by a diverse 
and dynamic society, not only in Europe 
but also in the world;

children, to be integrated more fully by 
enhancing the mutual awareness and 
knowledge, and hence the mutual 
perception, of the respective cultures and 
values of all sectors of the population in the 
Member States;

Amendment 9
Article 2, paragraph 1, indent 2 a (new)

 - exporting the previously mentioned 
common values of the European Union, in 
its relations with the rest of the world, thus 
reinforcing its role as a leader in promoting 
and upholding human rights and 
democracy.

Justification

The European Union should maintain consistency in promoting and upholding common 
values both within its territory and among its citizens and in its interaction with the outside 
world. 

Amendment 10
Article 2, paragraph 1, indent 2 a (new)

 - making education a key medium for 
teaching about diversity and increasing 
understanding of other cultures, promoting 
mobility, exchanges and the application of 
knowledge, skills and the best social 
practices, and giving the media a central 
role in promoting the principle of equality 
and mutual comprehension.

Justification

Account should be taken of the report by the Advisory Group set up by the then Commission 
President, Mr Prodi, and adopted in November 2003, which proposed action on a dialogue 
between peoples and cultures in the Euro-Mediterranean area.
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Amendment 11
Article 2, paragraph 2, indent 2 a (new)

 - create awareness of the cultures and 
values of the countries of the European 
Union in third countries in partnership 
with the Union - for example, through the 
Commission's delegations in those 
countries - particularly with a view to 
raising the awareness of potential 
immigrants to ensure they are better 
integrated into the host society; 

Amendment 12
Article 3, subparagraph (new) after point (d)

 Since one aspect of the intercultural 
dialogue relates to action to combat 
discrimination and promote integration, the 
activities undertaken in 2008 should follow 
on from, and complement, the actions 
carried out in connection with the 
European Year of Equal Opportunities for 
All (2007). The actions planned, at both 
Community and national level, must take 
on board the experience gained from 
actions under the European Year of Equal 
Opportunities for All (2007).

Amendment 13
Article 3, paragraph 3 a (new)

 The measures intended to achieve the 
objectives of the European Year, as defined 
in this Article, should be the focus of 
concerted action involving stakeholders 
drawn from civil society such as non-
governmental organisations active in the 
field of intercultural dialogue, and other 
intercultural organisations such as gender 
equality organisations or the Anna Lindh 
Foundation, which all have a particular 
interest in the planning, implementation 
and follow-up of the European Year.
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Amendement 14
Article 6, paragraphe 2

2. Where reference is made to this 
paragraph, Articles 3 and 7 of Decision 
1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to 
the provisions of Article 8 thereof. 

2. Where reference is made to this 
paragraph, Articles 3 and 7 of Decision 
1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to 
the provisions of Article 8 thereof. Without 
prejudice to the above procedure, two 
representatives of the European Parliament 
shall attend meetings of the committee as 
observers.

Justification

Considering the nature of decisions affecting European citizenship, two representatives of the 
European Parliament with observer status should attend meetings of the committee.

Amendment 15
Article 9

For the purposes of the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue, the Commission may 
cooperate with appropriate international 
organisations..

For the purposes of the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue, the Commission may 
cooperate with appropriate international 
organisations and, in particular, with the 
United Nations and its High-Level Group 
on the Alliance of Civilisations.

Justification

The European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008 should take account of the objectives of 
the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations.    

Amendment 16
Article 10, paragraph 2

2. The Commission shall take care to 
involve the candidate countries in the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, on 
the basis of their participation in a number of 
Community programmes including an 
intercultural dialogue dimension and by 
developing specific initiatives in appropriate 

2. The Commission shall take care to 
involve the accession and candidate 
countries benefiting from a pre-accession 
strategy including the candidate countries 
for association agreements with the EU, the 
countries in MEDA and the partner 
countries in EUROMED in the European 
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frameworks, particularly in the context of 
civil society dialogue between the European 
Union and the candidate countries.

Year of Intercultural Dialogue, on the basis 
of their participation in a number of 
Community programmes including an 
intercultural dialogue dimension and by 
developing specific initiatives in appropriate 
frameworks, particularly in the context of 
civil society dialogue between the European 
Union and the candidate countries.

Amendment 17
Article 10, paragraph 3

3. The Commission shall ensure 
complementarity between the measures 
taken to achieve the objectives of the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue and 
initiatives likely to be developed within the 
relevant cooperation and dialogue 
frameworks with those EFTA countries 
which are party to the EEA agreement, the 
countries of the western Balkans and the 
partner countries of the European 
neighbourhood policy.

3. The Commission shall ensure 
complementarity between the measures 
taken to achieve the objectives of the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue and 
initiatives likely to be developed within the 
relevant cooperation and dialogue 
frameworks, placing special emphasis on 
reinforcing democracy and respect for 
human rights and civil liberties and on 
equal participation by women in the 
dialogue with those EFTA countries which 
are party to the EEA agreement, the 
countries of the western Balkans and the 
partner countries of the European 
neighbourhood policy.

Justification

The European Union should maintain consistency in promoting and upholding common 
values both within its territory and among its citizens and in its interaction with the outside 
world. Moreover, the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008 should take account of 
the objectives of the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations.    

Amendment 18
Article 10, paragraph 4

4. The Commission shall also ensure 
complementarity with any other initiative of 
cooperation with third countries, in 
particular developing countries, relevant for 
the objectives of intercultural dialogue of the 
European Year..

4. The Commission shall also ensure 
complementarity with the work of the High-
Level Group of the United Nations Alliance 
of Civilisations, and with any other 
initiative of cooperation with third countries, 
in particular developing countries, relevant 
for the objectives of intercultural dialogue of 
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the European Year.

Justification

The European Union should maintain consistency in promoting and upholding common 
values both within its territory and among its citizens and in its interaction with the outside 
world. Moreover, the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008 should take account of 
the objectives of the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations.    

Amendment 19
Annex, Part A, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) cooperation with the private sector, 
broadcasters and other media as partners for 
disseminating information on the European 
Year of Intercultural Dialogue;

(c) cooperation with the private sector, 
broadcasters and other media as partners for 
disseminating information on the European 
Year of Intercultural Dialogue, particularly 
in the context of the major sporting events 
taking place in 2008, namely the European 
Football Championship and the Beijing 
Olympic Games, at the same time 
combating human trafficking and forced 
prostitution of women during those events;

Amendment 20
Annex, Part B, paragraph 2

These actions may consist of particular 
events, including a Community event to 
open and close the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue in cooperation with 
the Presidencies in office during 2008.

These actions may consist of particular 
events, including a Community event to 
open and close the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue in cooperation with 
the Presidencies in office during 2008. They 
could include, in particular, participation 
at European level in the celebration of 8 
March and 21 May, which the General 
Assembly of the United Nations has 
respectively proclaimed World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development and International Women's 
Day. 

Amendment 21
Legislative financial statement, part 5, paragraph 5.2, paragraph 3

The Commission will ensure that activities The Commission will ensure that activities 
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financed by the Year will complement other 
Community interventions in areas such as 
the Structural Funds, education, culture, 
youth, citizenship, employment, social 
affairs, equal opportunities, immigration, 
promotion of fundamental rights, combating 
racism and xenophobia, audiovisual policy 
and research. Complementarity with the 
European Year of Equal Opportunities for 
All will be particularly important in order to 
ensure that the two Years support each other 
in their objectives and actions.

financed by the Year will complement other 
Community interventions in areas such as 
the Structural Funds, education, culture, 
youth, citizenship, employment, social 
affairs, equal opportunities, immigration, 
promotion of fundamental rights, combating 
racism and xenophobia, the promotion of 
women's rights and gender equality, the 
fight against forced prostitution, 
audiovisual policy and research. 
Complementarity with the European Year of 
Equal Opportunities for All will be 
particularly important in order to ensure that 
the two Years support each other in their 
objectives and actions. The actions planned, 
at both Community and national level, 
must take on board the experience gained 
from actions carried out under the 2007 
Year, for example by making provision for 
cooperation with various components of 
civil society, including lay and women's 
organisations, and public sector and private 
sector stakeholders mobilised in 2007.

Amendment 22
Legislative financial statement,  part 8, paragraph 8.2, fifth subparagraph (Action B)

A limited number of European-scale 
emblematic actions should help to raise 
awareness, particularly among young 
people, of the objectives of the European 
Year. These actions will include the opening 
and closing events for the Year, to be 
organised with the Member States 
occupying the Presidency of the Union in 
2008. 

 A limited number of European-scale 
emblematic actions should help to raise 
awareness, particularly among young 
people, of the objectives of the European 
Year. These actions will include the opening 
and closing events for the Year, to be 
organised with the Member States 
occupying the Presidency of the Union in 
2008. They could include, in particular, 
participation at European level in the 
celebration of 21 May, which has been 
proclaimed World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and Development by 
the General Assembly of the United 
Nations.
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