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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Strongly supports the aim of developing a comprehensive and sustainable common 
European energy policy and underlines that this must include a coherent, strategic and 
focused external component, as stressed in the paper from the Commission and SG/HR of 
the Council on “An External Policy to serve Europe’s Energy Interests”; 

2. Recalls that serious changes are taking place in the global economic and political order, 
which, accompanied by a sharp increase in the world's energy demand and crude oil 
prices, will lead to a situation where the energy market is determined by the strategic 
interests of the main global actors and the geopolitical balance of power is influenced by 
energy contention; 

3. Recalls that a substantial part of the world's oil and gas resources is concentrated in 
unstable regions and in States with authoritarian governments; stresses that the low 
predictability of the political environment and the poor democratic and human rights 
records of the governments in question enhance the risk of maltreatment of foreign 
investors and energy consumers and hamper the development of genuine and long-lasting 
relations; points out that the EU and its energy suppliers are part of the global energy 
market, within which they are to a considerable level interdependent;

4. Stresses that the current vulnerability and high energy dependency of the EU on countries 
with authoritarian regimes deeply undermine the development of a credible, effective and 
consistent common foreign and security policy with regard, in particular, to respecting, 
supporting and promoting the values upon which the EU is founded;

5. Regards the EU's dependency on a limited number of energy producers and supply routes 
as a serious risk to the stability and prosperity of the EU; is concerned that it weakens the 
EU's ability to efficiently promote respect for international rules, to stabilise the global 
order and to encourage the rule of law  in energy-producing countries; 

6. Believes that ensuring predictability in the global energy market and guaranteeing 
security of energy supply is not only an economic or environmental issue but, first and 
foremost, a question of strategic importance with serious political implications;

7. Considers it vital that the common energy policy to be set up by the EU should enhance 
the EU's strength and credibility as a global actor, enable it to take an active part in the 
formation of the global energy market, ensure its energy supplies, by applying the 
principle of reciprocity in EU relations with third countries, promote sustainable 
development and strengthen its self-sufficiency; calls on the Member States to take 
appropriate steps to make such a common policy possible;

8. Welcomes the Commission's proposal for a strategic EU energy review; urges, however, 
that it should result not in an action plan but in a fully fledged European energy strategy 
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with concrete targets, obligations and steps guaranteeing the implementation of common 
measures, strengthening solidarity among the Member States as well as between the EU 
and the rest of the world and ensuring coherent action by the whole EU in the external 
energy relations and in the internal energy policies of the Member States;  

9. Calls on the Commission and the Council to start, subsequent to the first strategic energy 
review, a rapid political process to prepare the European energy strategy as a first step 
towards a fully effective common energy policy; demands that the views of the European 
Parliament be duly taken into account; 

10. Underlines the need to decrease the EU's dependency on oil and gas; welcomes the 
Commission proposal to set up an overall strategic objective for a minimum level of 
energy originating from secure and low-carbon energy sources in the EU energy mix; 
notes that such an objective should be part of the European energy strategy; underlines 
the need for an indicative and targeted timetable for the reduction of the EU’s energy 
dependency over the coming decades;

11. Considers that, since energy self-sufficiency for the EU is currently impossible, the EU 
energy strategy should build on a combination of diversification of energy sources, 
suppliers and routes as well as trans-national investment, in order to strengthen – having 
regard to global interdependencies – the stability and predictability of the global energy 
market;

12. Stresses that one of the vital pillars of the strategy should be a common understanding 
regarding the development of the infrastructure supplying the EU with oil and gas, 
ensuring coordination of the strategic decisions taken by Member States; advocates 
diversifying the geographical origin of supplies and transit routes;

13. Points out that enhancing the interconnections among national electricity and gas 
infrastructure strengthens the ability of the EU to counter emergencies; calls on the 
Commission to deepen and broaden its analysis and evaluation of the energy supply 
vulnerability of Member States and regions, so that such analysis would thereafter serve 
as a basis for a plan of concrete and rapid measures to remove technical barriers for 
energy flow in the EU;

14. Calls on the Commission to develop a programme in close cooperation with the Member 
States to support the construction of gas storage facilities, which are necessary for 
ensuring energy security if supplies are disrupted; 

15. Advocates cooperation between the Member States in the prevention of energy supply 
interruptions and in the event of an energy supply crisis; underlines the need for an 
efficient, integrated EU emergency mechanism; 

16. Welcomes the project of the Energy Community Treaty as an essential contribution to the 
stabilisation of South-East Europe, to the openness of energy markets and to the security 
of transit routes in Europe; calls on the Commission to draw up a plan to gradually extend 
the Energy Community to Norway and Turkey, and to all countries involved in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy;
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17. Urges the EU to engage actively in a close dialogue with all large oil and gas consuming 
countries, particularly the US, but also Japan, China and India, in order to establish a 
stable and predictable global energy market, based on market rules; calls on the EU to 
seek to include provisions governing energy trade in WTO regulations, allowing that 
organisation to become an international mediator that is able to resolve disputes 
concerning the delivery and distribution of energy; considers that Russia’s WTO 
membership will contribute to the transparency and security of supply contracts and to an 
improved climate for investments;

18. Urges the Commission to give greater consideration to the problem of energy security in 
negotiations with Russia and Ukraine;

19. Regards it as vital for the EU to continue to lead the global fight against climate change 
and to strive for the Kyoto protocol targets to be met; considers it necessary to integrate 
the EU's endeavours for development of renewable and clean energy resources and 
technologies for energy saving and efficiency into all levels of its external relations, in 
line with the global sustainable development agenda agreed in Johannesburg in 2002;

20. Underlines the need to anchor relations with the major energy-supplying countries in a 
transparent, mutually beneficial strategic framework; supports the energy dialogue 
between the EU and Russia, in which the necessary investments in the Russian and 
European energy infrastructures are taken into account, provided that the rule of law is 
ensured and market rules are respected on both sides, in order to ensure both security of 
supply and security of demand; stresses the crucial importance of ensuring the efficiency 
of the dialogue through a coherent policy, based on close coordination of Member States' 
actions and the development of a really genuine partnership based on shared common 
values; 

21. Perceives reciprocity of market access and respect for market rules as fundamental 
principles of energy cooperation; therefore, holds the view that access reciprocity cannot 
be applied in a situation where the Russian energy market is controlled by a state 
monopoly operating as an instrument of the State's power interests; calls, in this regard, 
for Russia to act on its pledge to openness, transparency and fair competition and to ratify 
without further delay the 1991 Energy Charter Treaty; considers therefore that the energy 
relations between the EU and Russia should be an integral part of the renewed 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement.
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