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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Development, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines a very serious situation in most African states, about which the international 
community is too restrained;

2. Regrets that there is still too often indifference to African conflicts at international level, 
including in the media; notes with satisfaction, therefore, that in 2005 the European 
Union acknowledged the development of Africa as a priority and that the Council 
committed itself to allocating at least 0.7% of GDP to aid by 2015; hopes to monitor the 
putting into practice of this commitment;

3. Calls for resolute steps to be taken, not least with a view to establishing an effective 
system of international sanctions aimed at ending impunity in Africa and the violations of 
human rights and international law that occur in armed conflicts, and at dealing with 
attacks on civilian populations, peacekeeping forces, and persons working for 
humanitarian organisations;

4. Regards as a fallacy the belief that access of African products to world markets is the key 
for the development of the continent; considers that temporary and sectoral protection of 
African production in given sectors might be vital for the growth of national and local 
economies; takes the view nevertheless that the aim to pursue should be to open up the 
markets and expand trade;

5. Acknowledges that greater involvement in international trade is an essential part of a 
development strategy for Africa, particularly as regards the achievement of the MDGs for 
development, taking account of specific regional characteristics;

6. Urges the abolition of all competition-distorting subsidies on the export of agricultural 
products, so that Africa can have more opportunities to develop its full trade potential; 
urges Europe to continue its efforts towards the systematic dismantling of the tariff 
barriers protecting its markets;

7. Stresses that the liberalisation of trade is one of the most effective incentives to economic 
growth, as well as to political and social progress; considers it to be indispensable in 
reducing poverty and an important catalyst to sustainable worldwide development;

8. Calls on the Commission and EU delegations to be specially alert and to warn the 
international community in good time about situations involving ethnic and religious 
tensions on the continent;

9. Considers that the existing EU Code of Conduct against illegal arms trading needs to be 
tightened so as to counteract the proliferation of small and light weapons which 
perpetuates the murderous conflicts in many countries of the South;

10. Insists that democracy and respect for human rights can be attained only by practical 
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application, and that such action is essential in order to consolidate a long-lasting political 
culture; emphasises that the conditionality of international aid should therefore focus 
firstly on good governance, security for citizens, freedom of expression, press freedom, 
the independence of the judiciary, and oversight of the policy by the judiciary;

11. Affirms that the creation of small businesses is the key for the development of the 
continent; regards the systems of microcredits as a useful means of supporting 
microbusinesses as well as consumption; is of the opinion that microcredits should be 
used more broadly to encourage the creation of large networks of small businesses; 

12. Stresses in this connection that reinforcing South-South trade is also essential, together 
with the promotion of regional integration and the maintenance of higher levels of 
investment both from within and outside Africa; with that in mind, also highlights the 
need for more technical support seeking to increase Africa's capacity to produce more 
varied goods and services;

13. Urges the Commission to ensure that the political dialogue is not confined to the 
governmental level, but that parliaments and civil society organisations are also involved;

14. Stresses the importance of regional cooperation in achieving security, economic 
development and political stability; considers that the Commission must stimulate 
regional cooperation, and that an important role in this process must be reserved for the 
African Union.
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