
AD\710543EN.doc PE398.426v02-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 2009

Committee on Foreign Affairs

2007/2255(INI)

26.2.2008

OPINION
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs

for the Committee on Development

on Chinese policy and its effects on Africa
(2007/2255(INI))

Draftsman: Bastiaan Belder















PE398.426v02-00 2/5 AD\710543EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\710543EN.doc 3/5 PE398.426v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Development, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that China’s growing economic and political power is resulting in its becoming 
increasingly involved in Africa; believes that the European Union should view its 
relations with both Africa and China in a global context; would welcome a common, 
multilateral EU position in this regard;

2. Notes that Africa is a very heterogeneous region in terms of political, social and 
economic development, and is home to countless regional organisations; therefore 
considers that a differentiated approach to the region on the part of China is necessary;

3. Notes that China’s predominantly bilateral approach to Africa runs counter to the EU's 
primarily multilateral approach and that its policy of non-interference and its lenient 
attitude towards questionable regimes such as those in Sudan and Zimbabwe may give 
cause for concern; nevertheless, welcomes and encourages the recent trends in China's 
policy towards Africa, as China seems to grow more aware of its responsibilities as a 
major player on the global scene;

4. Urges the Chinese authorities to respect principles of democracy, good governance and 
human rights in their relations with Africa; 

5. Notes that in November 2006 the third summit of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation (FOCAC) took place in Beijing and that it adopted a declaration proclaiming 
the establishment of "a new type of strategic partnership" between China and Africa; 
welcomes this cooperation, which both meets the challenge of economic globalisation 
and promotes common development, but regrets that a number of African states that have 
recognised Taiwan are excluded from it;

6. Takes the view that, given China's engagement in Africa, cooperation with Africa in the 
field of EU external energy policy should be given greater significance; would like to see 
active cooperation on energy policy between the region and the EU;

7. Considers it desirable for China's engagement in Africa to include not only nations that 
are of interest from the point of view of energy policy but for consideration to be given to 
cooperation with all the African states;

8. Welcomes China's willingness to provide practical cooperation to African countries 
without patronising them; notes that such cooperation is of a pragmatic nature; regrets in 
this regard China's cooperation with repressive regimes in Africa; points out that it would 
be desirable for political conditions to be attached to cooperation and that human rights 
and environmental standards should play a greater role;

9. Notes the ecological impact of China's presence in Africa; urges China to act as a 
responsible steward of the environment, both in China and in Africa;
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10. Suggests that the Commission launch a specific dialogue with the Chinese authorities 
with the aim of: (a) harmonising the pressures exerted on Africa by the European Union 
and China for it to better respect the international conventions, agreements and treaties 
that it has signed on arms sales, human rights, good governance and respect for the 
environment; and (b) studying the feasibility of a three-way partnership between China, 
the European Union and the countries of Africa in order to intensify development aid, 
increase the number of projects supported and better integrate them with the Millennium 
Development Goals and compliance with United Nations rules and conventions;

11. Supports the Lisbon EU-Africa Strategy; calls also for an enhanced inclusive political 
dialogue on Africa between the EU, China and Africa;

12. Considers that the role of new external players and political powers emerging in Africa, 
particularly China, has also forced a re-evaluation of the EU-Africa "strategic 
partnership";

13. Considers that Chinese engagement in Africa, on the one hand, and the newly launched 
EU-Africa strategic partnership, on the other, should be compatible with each other;

14. Notes that China is seen as strongly pursuing trade relations with African countries; urges 
China in this context to respect basic working standards, inasmuch as Chinese companies 
engaged in Africa are often accused of not respecting ILO standards;

15. Calls for the EU and China to invest in training and education in Africa, as skilled 
workers form the pillars of a more independent development;

16. In the light of the recent constitutional reform by the Chinese authorities, which confers 
on the Supreme Court exclusive jurisdiction to impose the death penalty (previously any 
local judge could impose such a sentence), hopes that the new dimension of the Chinese 
presence in Africa will exert a generally positively influence on the reinforcement of 
human rights standards in Africa.
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