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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1.

Welcomes the structured dialogue established with the Commission on the
implementation of the Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) and recalls its position in this
respect, notably the need to grant all beneficiary countries equal access to the full range
of policy tools available under the instrument, to give adequate priority to the fight
against corruption and organised crime and to pay increased attention to institutional
capacity-building, particularly at parliamentary level, development of civil society
organisations, measures to promote the principle of tolerance and non-discrimination,
human development and regional cooperation in key policy areas;

Reminds the Commission that the Union's legitimacy and capacity to promote reforms can
be greatly enhanced if the IPA targets its assistance to areas of direct benefit for the
citizens of the candidate and potential candidate countries, particularly in view of the
needs and challenges generated by the global financial crisis;

Is pleased by the high implementation rate of IPA commitments in 2007; regrets,
however, that the first [IPA programmes were only adopted at the end of 2007 and the
actual implementation started only in 2008, due in part to the late adoption of the new
instrument and in part to delays on the part of beneficiary countries in setting up the
required structures and management systems; urges the Commission to push ahead with
the implementation of projects and monitor the allocation of funds and the results
obtained so as to ensure that the IPA has a visible impact in the countries concerned;

Is consequently of the opinion that the IPA should support the efforts by the beneficiary
countries to meet the requirements laid down in the roadmap for visa liberalisation, so that
the citizens of the Western Balkans can finally enjoy freedom of movement and
participate fully in EU programmes and schemes; welcomes the Commission's intention to
further increase the allocation of IPA funds to the Tempus, Erasmus Mundus and Youth in
Action programmes;

Emphasises the need to involve more and more non-governmental organisations in the
design and implementation of IPA-funded projects so as to ensure that IPA assistance
reflects real needs and expectations, to contribute to a greater visibility of IPA projects
and to promote the development of a lively and proactive civil society in the beneficiary
countries.
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