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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that economic and social rights have formed an integral part of human rights 
since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948; 
considers that it is up to the EU to help implement them in the least-developed and 
developing countries with which it signs international agreements, including trade 
agreements;

2. Calls on the Commission to only conclude trade agreements on condition that these 
agreements contain clauses relating to democracy and human rights and on social, health 
and environmental standards; reiterates once more its call to the Commission and the 
Council to effectively implement clauses already incorporated into international 
agreements in force and, consequently, to put in place a suitable mechanism in the spirit of 
Articles 8, 9 and 96 of the Cotonou Agreement;

3. Calls for all European Union trade negotiations and agreements with third countries to 
include a human rights clause and a prior impact assessment of the agreements envisaged, 
taking account of the human rights situation for all parties to these agreements; considers 
that this analysis must include meetings with defenders of human rights working in the 
countries in question;

4. Believes that, especially in the field of human rights, the EU’s domestic and external 
policies must be consistent and at all times respect the principles laid out in Chapter 1 of 
Title V TEU of democracy, the rule of law and the universality, inalienability and 
indivisibility of human rights and fundamental freedoms; in this regard stresses that the 
international credibility of the EU as a promoter of human rights is dependant on its 
ability to ensure EU multinationals respect human rights and social and environmental 
standards in their overseas activities particularly in developing countries; calls for the 
prompt implementation of the European Convention on Human Rights - and in turn the 
European Charter on Fundamental Freedoms; believes that the EU must apply the ECHR 
in its activities in third countries as recommended by the European Court of Human 
Rights;

5. Calls on the Commission as the representative of the Union and the Member States to 
impress upon the WTO and its members the need to take account of human rights and 
social, health and environmental standards in the context of trade negotiations, and in 
particular the negotiation of the Doha agreement, and to see to it in practice that they are 
applied and promoted in the context of the implementation of trade agreements; calls on 
the Commission to urge the WTO and its members to admit, as a first step, the delegations 
of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the secretariat of the International 
Labour Office and the secretariats of multilateral and international environmental 
agreements as observers;

6. Urges the Union to assert the right of access to natural resources in negotiations of trade 
agreements and the rights of native and indigenous peoples with regard to access to 
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essential natural resources; calls on the Commission to incorporate the problem of the 
purchase and ownership of land in third countries, in particular in the least-developed and 
developing countries, into international trade negotiations and agreements;

7. Calls on the Commission to implement Parliament’s resolution of 10 March 2010 on the 
GSP+ system; asks it, consequently, to develop a more consistent and fairer benchmarking 
system for all countries that are assisted under the aforementioned system in order to 
monitor in a clear and transparent fashion, taking account of the different parties’ views, 
achievements as well as setbacks in the development of social and political human rights, 
including social, economic, cultural and environmental rights;

8. Takes the view, however, that one-sided insistence on the application in practice of 
universal human rights ignores the fact that their implementation also requires funding, 
which, under the existing conditions, cannot be provided by emerging economy and 
developing countries alone;

9. Highlights the fact that the TRIPs agreement is intended to promote the right to health; 
believes that the EU should ensure that any trade agreement which incorporates ‘TRIP 
plus’ clauses should fully respect human rights and proactively promote the right to 
health, especially in developing countries;

10. Considers, in this context, that in future legislation Parliament should insist on an 
arrangement whereby trade advantages, including those stemming from free trade 
agreements, can be suspended temporarily by the Commission alone if sufficient evidence 
of human rights or labour rights violations is found, or can be suspended by the High 
Representative/Vice President or the Commission at the request of a certain number of 
Member States and/or the European Parliament;

11. Believes that the EU must effectively monitor and enforce the human rights clauses of its 
trade agreements; highlights the importance of the possibility of temporary or permanent 
suspension of trade preferences in the event of violations of human, and in particular 
labour, rights; asks the Commission to provide information on the feasibility of the 
establishment of a legally binding arbitration body and of the international prosecution of 
multinationals;

12. Stresses that ways should be found to monitor allegations of serious and systematic 
violations of human and labour rights more closely; in this context, suggests that 
consideration might be given to associating EU representatives (as things stand from the 
Commission, or in future from the EEAS) in investigation missions carried out under UN 
special procedures where there are implications for EU trade agreements;

13. Draws attention to the fact that, despite the welcome introduction of social, human rights 
and environmental clauses in international trade agreements, these are minimum 
requirements and one instrument among others, and stresses that they must absolutely be 
prevented from being misused in a protectionist way, and therefore an approach to 
implementing these clauses should be taken which promotes consultation and democratic 
inclusion of all parties in the decision-making process;

14. Urges the Commission to swiftly table a proposal for a regulation banning the import into 
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the EU of goods produced using modern forms of slavery, forced labour, especially forced 
labour of particular vulnerable groups, in violation of basic human rights standards, 
believes that this regulation should refer to the rights outlined in both the International 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 1998 International Labour Organization 
declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work; emphasises that such a 
regulation would have to enable the EU to investigate specific claims when there seems to 
be sufficient evidence of a violation of these international standards; in the intervening 
period before such a regulation comes into force calls on the Commission to reinforce 
checks on imports and monitor the ethical standards in the supply chain in countries who 
export to the EU;

15. Calls upon all Member States to implement the Council Regulation (EC) No 1236/20051 
of 27 June 2005 concerning trade in certain goods which could be used for capital 
punishment, torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and to 
make its provisions binding in all international trade agreements;

16. Takes the view that social rights are universal rights, which, however, must not only be 
proclaimed, but the implementation of which in practice must also be promoted; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the Member States to show solidarity and support in 
particular the poorest countries in the world in implementing these rights;

17. Calls on the Commission to review EU export regulations in the light of the scope for the 
transfer of technologies built according to European standards, including mobile phones, 
communication networks and software for Internet scanning and censorship, dual use, data 
collection and data mining, including data of a personal nature, to repressive regimes; asks 
the Commission to table a proposal for a regulation on a new licensing system if this 
review suggests that legislative action is needed;

18. Calls for regular evaluations of human rights commitments provided for in international 
trade agreements;

19. Calls on the Commission to review the EU export regulations in the field of sale, supply, 
transfer or export of arms and related materiel of all types, including ammunition, 
equipment and spare parts, to countries or regimes that are likely to use them for internal 
repression of civil society and violations of human rights;

20. Calls, in parallel with a commitment to human rights, development aid and international 
trade agreements, for the regional development process to be strengthened in a sustainable 
way in accordance with the UN Millennium Development Goals;

21. Encourages EU representatives (as things stand from the Commission, or in the future 
from the EEAS) to share knowledge on human rights situations with the business 
community.

1 OJ L 200, 30.7.2005, p. 1.
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