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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Endorses the assessment that CBRN attacks are a serious threat to the security of people 
living in the EU; therefore supports all measures which offer greater protection against 
CBRN attacks;

2. Shares the view that such substances are extremely difficult to handle and ‘that the 
probability of such attacks occurring is therefore rather low’; stresses, however, that the 
consequences of such attacks would be catastrophic; considers it important, therefore, to 
have threat and risk assessments carried out regularly; notes also that all measures taken 
should be proportional to the probable risks; points out that securisation of both the 
transport and storage of CBRN materials is an undeniable and inevitable part of the EU’s 
process of making access to these materials as difficult as possible, hence the need to 
tackle insecurity in the context of CBRN materials;

3. Stresses that the greatest CBRN risks stem from the proliferation of CBRN material by 
terrorists; stresses, therefore, the importance of making international control regimes more 
effective, and of improving border and export controls;

4. Emphasises that substantial contributions to strengthening non-proliferation and the 
disarmament of weapons of mass destruction would be:

– calling on the Council and Commission to promote the existing Draft Convention on the 
prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling, transfer and use of uranium 
weapons and on their destruction and to present this convention to the UN member 
countries, to be signed and ratified; calls on all the EU Member States and UN member 
countries to impose a moratorium on the use of depleted uranium weapons until such time 
as a global ban on these weapons has been agreed;

– the continuation and stepping-up of activities in support of the treaty system, in 
particular the conventions on chemical and biological weapons; therefore calls on the 
Member States to impose a strict ban the production and use of biological and chemical 
weapons and to disarm their own weapons;

5. Recognises that the enforcement of measures such as the Biological Weapons Convention 
and the additional Verification Protocol thereto is insufficient to tackle the risks deriving 
from non-state actors; calls on the Commission, therefore, to assess the current scope of 
available defence and medical counter-measures with a view to responding in an adequate 
manner to the most dangerous agents that could be acquired and used by non-state actors;

6. Urges the Member States, the Council, the Commission and the international community 
to draw up, as part of the Verification Annex to the Chemical Weapons Convention, a list 
of all potentially harmful chemical substances, including white phosphorus;
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7. Admits that CBRN preparedness is mainly a national competence, but strongly 
encourages the Member States to set up regional cooperation frameworks that also 
include common training of forces and logistical capabilities such as medical counter-
measures, in order to improve coordination and cost-effectiveness; takes the view that 
regional models would strike the proper balance between a national competence and 
equal access to resources by the Member States;

8. Welcomes the intention to strengthen the EU’s civil protection capacity; notes, however, 
that in many EU Member States military defence departments become proficient through 
practical experience of tackling CBRN disasters; calls in this regard on the Member States 
and the Commission to share best practices and make a greater investment in thorough 
coordination between both civilian and military expertise; calls on the Commission to 
propose the pooling of national civil forces and create a European civil protection force in 
order to improve the efficiency of the Union’s prevention and action mechanisms;

9. Urges the Commission to continue identifying needs which must be met in order to 
improve civil protection capacities, with a view to common procurement projects; calls, in 
this respect, for a particular focus on defining the EU’s needs in terms of CBRN 
preparedness and response capability, including medical counter-measures, so that the 
availability of medical counter-measures in the event of a CBRN incident is assessed at 
both the EU and Member State levels;

10. Urges the Commission to produce a study on the safety of nuclear plants in the EU and 
their protection against terrorist attacks;

11. Calls on the Commission to report regularly to Parliament on CBRN threat and risk 
assessments;

12. Welcomes the Commission’s efforts to tackle CBRN activities in the context of the 
Instrument for Stability; considers these efforts to be complementary to the CBRN Action 
Plan, and calls on the Commission to extend the projects to regions outside the former 
Soviet Union;

13. Calls on the Commission – with a view to building on the experience gained in the context 
of the Instrument for Stability – to launch a call for proposals aimed at improving the 
safety of, and level of protection for, civilian laboratories in order to avoid the use of 
future proliferation as a conflict prevention tool;

14. Calls for the organisation of joint exercises between EU Member States, and between 
Member States and third countries, to prevent dangerous situations with regard to 
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear security;

15. Recalls that the Joint Situation Centre (SitCen) has been placed within the new External 
Action Service, and that its personnel come mainly from the Member States’ intelligence 
and policy services; stresses that its role is of the utmost importance in supporting national 
crisis management centres;



AD\836887EN.doc 5/5 PE445.808v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 28.10.2010

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

49
2
0

Members present for the final vote Gabriele Albertini, Pino Arlacchi, Franziska Katharina Brantner, Frieda 
Brepoels, Elmar Brok, Arnaud Danjean, Mário David, Marietta 
Giannakou, Ana Gomes, Andrzej Grzyb, Takis Hadjigeorgiou, Anneli 
Jäätteenmäki, Tunne Kelam, Andrey Kovatchev, Eduard Kukan, 
Vytautas Landsbergis, Sabine Lösing, Ulrike Lunacek, Kyriakos 
Mavronikolas, Alexander Mirsky, María Muñiz De Urquiza, Annemie 
Neyts-Uyttebroeck, Raimon Obiols, Kristiina Ojuland, Pier Antonio 
Panzeri, Alojz Peterle, Hans-Gert Pöttering, José Ignacio Salafranca 
Sánchez-Neyra, Nikolaos Salavrakos, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Werner 
Schulz, Adrian Severin, Charles Tannock, Zoran Thaler, Johannes 
Cornelis van Baalen, Geoffrey Van Orden, Kristian Vigenin, Graham 
Watson

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Christian Ehler, Kinga Gál, Georgios Koumoutsakos, Barbara 
Lochbihler, Norbert Neuser, Vittorio Prodi, Jacek Protasiewicz, Potito 
Salatto, Judith Sargentini, Marietje Schaake, Traian Ungureanu, Renate 
Weber

Substitute(s) under Rule 187(2) present 
for the final vote

Catherine Soullie


