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The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its interim report: 

A. whereas Article 2 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with Uzbekistan states 

that "Respect for democracy, principles of international law and human rights as defined 

in particular in the United Nations Charter, the Helsinki Final Act and the Charter of Paris 

for a New Europe, as well as the principles of market economy, including those 

enunciated in the documents of the CSCE Bonn Conference, underpin the internal and 

external policies of the Parties and constitute essential elements of partnership and of this 

Agreement", 

B. whereas, according to the Uzbek authorities, the practice of employing children in cotton 

harvesting is now limited to teenagers only, this practice takes place on private farms and 

is not a state-condoned policy and moreover forced labour is illegal and repressed; 

whereas however the level at which the Uzbek Government sets farm prices and centrally 

planned production objectives should be revised in order to take into account the existing 

limitations of resources so as to make full enforcement of the legislation by local 

authorities in the field a reality and to guarantee that the system will not exert any further 

pressure such that it  inevitably relies on forced child labour, 

C. whereas the Council has stated in its conclusions on child labour of 14 June 2010 that it is 

fully aware of the role and responsibilities of the Union in the strife towards ending child 

labour, 

D. whereas independent international observers have gathered evidence of forced labour and 

in particular forced child labour as a systematic and organised practice involving pressure 

on teachers and families with the participation of  the police and security forces,  

E. whereas fair international trade requires competition on a level playing-field and moreover 

the economic factors determining the pricing of products exported to the Union should not 

be distorted by practices contrary to the basic principles of human rights and the rights of 

the child, 

F. whereas water is an important resource in the 21st century and therefore its preservation 

should be a priority; whereas the production of cotton in Uzbekistan has caused a severe 

reduction in the volume of the Aral Sea between 1990 and 2008 due to poor 

environmental standards and inefficient irrigation infrastructure, 

1.  Requests the Council and the Commission to take into account the following 

recommendations:  

(i) Remind the Uzbek authorities that despite the fact that human rights principles are 

included in the text of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan and that Uzbekistan 

has signed and ratified most UN conventions relating to human rights, civil and political 

rights and the rights of the child, this formal set of legal acts still needs to be 

implemented effectively; 
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(ii)Outline the importance of the relations between the Union and Uzbekistan on the basis of 

the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and its democratic and human rights 

principles; reiterate the Union's commitment to further and deepen bilateral relations, 

which include trade, as well as all areas related to democratic principles, respect for human 

and fundamental rights and the rule of law; 

 

(iii) Strongly condemn the use of forced child labour and outline the importance of 

international observers to monitor the development of the situation of forced labour in 

Uzbekistan, as well as in other countries in the region; 

(iv) Support the request by the International Labour Organization (ILO) to assess the situation 

regarding the alleged practice of forced labour and in particular forced child labour in 

harvesting cotton; insist in this regard on the Uzbek Government implementing 

comprehensively the formal prohibition of this practice in Uzbek legislation and the 

international conventions ratified by Uzbekistan; stress the need to establish reforms to 

modernise and motorise the agricultural sector, which would contribute significantly to 

the abolition of forced child labour; 

(v) Urge the Uzbek President Islam Karimov to allow an ILO monitoring mission into the 

country to address the issue of child labour practices; 

(vi) Actively contribute to the improvement of the social, economic and human rights 

situation of the population of Uzbekistan by promoting a bottom-up approach and by 

supporting civil society organisations and the media in order to achieve a sustainable 

democratisation process; 

2. Concludes that Parliament will only consider the consent after international observers, in 

particular the ILO, have been granted access by the Uzbek authorities to undertake close 

and unhindered monitoring and have confirmed that concrete reforms have been 

implemented and yielded substantial results in such a way that the practice of forced 

labour and child labour is effectively in the process of being eradicated at national, viloyat 

and local level. 
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