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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

– having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 389/2006 of 27 February 2006, 

establishing an instrument of financial support for encouraging the economic 

development of the Turkish Cypriot community, 

– having regard to Special Report No 6/2012 of the European Court of Auditors entitled 

"European Union Assistance to the Turkish Cypriot Community", 

A.  whereas, with a view to  contributing to a comprehensive solution for the reunification of 

Cyprus, it is essential, to continue to support all the objectives as laid down in Article 2 of 

Council Regulation (EC) No 389/2006, 

 

1.  Stresses the importance of continuing to provide assistance to the Turkish Cypriot 

community according to the provisions of the Council Regulation, as also noted by the 

Commission in its reply to the Court of Auditors Special Report; stresses the importance 

of bringing the Turkish Cypriot community closer to the Union in order to facilitate the 

process of reunification; takes the view, therefore,  that, for the future, the resources 

allocated to (i) the promotion of social and economic development, (ii) the development 

and restructuring of infrastructure, (iii) reconciliation, confidence-building measures and 

support to civil society, (iv) bringing the Turkish Cypriot community closer to the 

Union, (v) the preparation of legal texts aligned with the acquis communautaire, (vi) the 

preparation for implementation of the acquis communautaire, as well as to fostering 

economic integration as a matter of priority, should be increased and the related bi-

communal programmes should be intensified; 

 

 2.  Points out, in particular, the fundamental role of bi-communal projects such as the 

Committee on Missing Persons in order to determine the fate of the missing persons and so 

contribute to inter-communal reconciliation; stresses the importance of securing the 

necessary funds for the operations of the Committee on Missing Persons and asks the 

European Commission, in supporting the Committee on Missing Persons, to call upon 

the Turkish military forces to facilitate access to military zones; stresses the necessity to 

fund bicommunal infrastructure projects and cooperate in a more efficient way with the 

United Nations Agencies and Programmes; 

 

3. Also points out the importance of continuing to support the work of the Technical 

Committee on Cultural Heritage, in order to ensure the restoration and preservation of 

historical and religious sites which constitute an integral part of the cultural heritage of 

Cyprus and an inseparable part of the world cultural heritage as a whole; 

4. Asks the Commission to maximise the circulation of information on tenders for 

reconciliation and civil society strengthening programmes; points out, in particular, to 

the need to support programmes on the socio-economic integration and empowerment 

of women in the Turkish Cypriot community; 
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5.  Stresses the importance of addressing the unresolved property issue affecting both 

communities; recalls that an estimated 78% of privately owned land in the northern part of 

Cyprus legally belongs to Greek Cypriots and underlines that a solution to the property 

issue will be essential for  a comprehensive solution of the Cyprus problem and  the 

support of future reunification plans; calls on the Commission  to continue to  verify the 

ownership of such lands so that the rights of the legitimate owners can  be safeguarded; 

 

6.  Stresses the importance of the seawater desalination plant in the northern part of the 

island for the preservation of the groundwater reserves to alleviate the risk of drought 

related to the 40% decrease in the annual rainfall in the past 30 years and asks the 

Commission to rescue and re-launch this project in a way that can contribute to peace 

on the island and without any discrimination based on the origin of tenders; is deeply 

concerned that this project failed due to the restrictions imposed on the Greek-Cypriot 

contractor by the Turkish military forces; asks the Commission to report to the 

European Parliament any similar discrimination incidents in ongoing and future 

projects; 

 

7.  In light of the European Court of Auditors recommendations, asks the Commission to 

consider measures to further improve the management of the assistance based on the 

existing legal framework and in line with the Council Regulation. 
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