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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the Union’s resources must be managed in line with the principles of
transparency and good governance; notes the Court of Auditors' finding that payments for
the 2011 financial year are free from material error under heading 4 of the budget, but that
interim and final payments are affected by material error; further notes that not all errors
were quantifiable;

2. Notes that the Court of Auditors draws the Commission’s attention to the limited scope of
the measures it employs in its own controls; urges the Commission to strengthen controls
in line with the recommendations of the Court of Auditors;

3. Points out, however, the specific nature of the financing of the Union's external assistance,
which, although it must be subject to the same rules and oversight requirements as the rest
of the Union budget, is put in place partly by persons and entities external to the Union,
under sometimes difficult conditions, while needing to remain reactive and adaptable to
crises and requirements;

4. Supports all the Court of Auditors' recommendations in respect of the chapter on 'External
relations, aid and enlargement’, in particular the recommendations concerning the
Directorate-General of the Service for Foreign Policy Instruments (FPI) and the necessary
improvements it needs to make to the management of the budget for the common foreign
and security policy;

5. Considers, like the Court of Auditors, that the Commission should, in a more systematic
way, seek to define more clearly the results it expects to achieve and the impact of its
policies; stresses that defining specific benchmarks to measure progress as and when it is
achieved will only make these intended results and impacts more precise and legitimate,
and emphasizes the reciprocity between deliverables and the overall budget;

6. Stresses the need for greater transparency in the management of funds allocated to
election observation missions; calls on the Commission to send a report to the budgetary
authority, for each financial year, on the costs incurred for each mission, detailing all the
budget items, including costs associated with external service providers;

7. Draws attention to the need to re-use election observation mission materials (furniture,
computers, etc...) in other electoral missions or by EU delegations in order to maximise
their use;

8. Welcomes the development of an improved budget support risk management framework
by the Commission (in full application from 1 January 2013) as part of the new budget
support guidelines in response to a key recommendation from the European Court of
Auditors;

9. Notes however, in respect of budget support, the reservations and warnings issued by the
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Court of Auditors concerning the inherent risks of irregularity, fraud and corruption;
reiterates its very firm belief that budget support, while remaining an important channel
for external aid, must be subject to robust political, legal and audit-related preconditions.

10. Welcomes the results of the evaluation report of the effectiveness of the EU aid
channelled through civil society organisations (CSO-s); draws attention to one of the main
recommendations of the report to reduce the negative impact of cumbersome procedures
on the effectiveness of the programmes implemented by CSO-s and welcomes that new
options are put in place to simplify access to funding;

11. Welcomes the fact that the Commission regards visibility of Union's projects as a key
element in good project implementation and that it has been made obligatory to prepare a
communication plan for each project.
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