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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a
resolution:

1.

Welcomes the considerable drop in the rate of material errors in Heading 4 for the 2013
financial year; supports all recommendations on Heading 4 made by the European Court
of Auditors (ECA) in its annual report; remains concerned that accepted expenditure
remains affected by a material level of error; notes, however, that despite increases in the
spending most prone to error, the overall rate of material errors has decreased across the
whole of the Union budget;

Calls for the effective use of all available measures in agreements with third countries to
deal with fraud and damage to the Union's financial interests, and for the establishment of
more effective measures where necessary;

Calls for the creation of effective mechanisms for the ex post and ex ante impact
assessment of agreements between the Union and third countries;

Is concerned about the ECA's finding that the Commission validated substantial IPA
expenditures in the absence of supporting documentation; agrees with the
recommendation of the Court of Auditors, that, in order to avoid such errors in the future,
Commission and DG ELARG must ensure that a new system for clearing of expenditure
is put in place, whereby clearing would be done on the basis of incurred expenditure, as is
already general practice in the other institutions;

Notes the ECA's audit of EuropeAid's systems and its assessment of them as only partially
effective; urges EuropeAid to improve the quality of its systems in line with the
recommendations by the ECA; notes, however, that the rate of material error for
EuropeAid is lower than in 2012;

Welcomes the Commission's progress in accrediting all CFSP missions in accordance
with the 'six-pillar assessment' and its prediction that the four largest missions will soon be
compliant; underscores the need for the Commission to accredit all missions in line with
the ECA’s recommendation;

Is deeply concerned about the serious allegations of corruption against EULEX Kosovo
which, if confirmed, will call into question the integrity of the European Union’s
reputation and the assistance it provides to countries implementing reforms in the field of
the rule of law, and is also especially concerned at the way the allegations of corruption
were dealt with and at the slow response on the part of the European External Action
Service; takes note of the investigation launched to examine EULEX; expects to be
informed about its results as soon as possible and stresses that there must be a zero
tolerance policy on issues of corruption and that lessons learnt will have to be applied;

Regrets the significant delays in procuring essential equipment and services for missions
under the CSDP and the resulting negative effect on the missions' functioning; recalls that
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the Court of Auditors in its 2012 Special Report on the EU support for Kosovo denounced
this inefficiency and concluded that the procurement rules laid down in the financial
regulation "are not designed for CSDP missions where fast and flexible responses are
sometimes necessary"; urges the Commission to consider a revision of the relevant rules;

9. Takes the opinion that the Commission should introduce, by delegated acts in accordance
with Article 210 of the Financial Regulation, specific procurement rules to the crisis
management measures under the CSDP in order to facilitate the rapid and flexible conduct
of operations; recalls that Article 190(4) of the Financial Regulation already provides for
derogation from the external action procurement rules for humanitarian aid.
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