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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes the increase in Heading 4 commitment appropriations, but considers it far from 
sufficient in view of the current political and security situation in our neighbourhood and 
beyond; urges an increase above the Heading 4 ceiling as set out in the MFF, using the 
existing flexibility mechanisms, which is necessary in order to provide a sustainable and 
effective response to the many challenges of external origin that the EU is facing, 
including the migration and refugee crisis; 

2. Notes the pledges made by the EU at the London conference on supporting Syria and in 
the context of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey and expresses its concern regarding the 
impact of those pledges on the external financing instruments and the humanitarian aid 
budget; while supporting those pledges, stresses that their fulfilment must not be to the 
detriment of other priority areas and long-term policies; calls in particular for an increase 
in the funding of the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI), which plays a vital role 
in supporting stability among Europe's eastern and southern neighbouring countries; 
draws attention notably to Tunisia, which is the success story of democratic transition in 
the region, but which remains potentially fragile; recalls that the first objective of the 
European Neighbourhood Policy is growth and employment, especially for young 
graduates, and calls for increased ENI support to youth employment in the 
neighbourhood; considers it essential to maintain the EU’s pivotal role in supporting the 
Middle East Peace Process, the Palestinian Authority and UNRWA;

3. Stresses the importance of ensuring further support for candidate and potential candidate 
countries in adopting and implementing political, economic and social reforms; reminds 
that respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and rule of law is essential for the 
enlargement process; notes that the performance-based approach was used for the 
budgeting of the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA);

4. Stresses that, in view of the dynamic developments taking place in the global security and 
humanitarian situation, EU crisis response mechanisms need to be reinforced; strongly 
rejects the proposed cuts to the Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace and stresses 
that weakening the Union’s unique crisis response, crisis preparedness and conflict 
prevention instrument would amount to a strategic mistake; highlights the importance of 
providing sufficient funds for the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) budget, 
funding civilian crisis-management missions that contribute to the building of peace and 
security around the world; 

5. Notes the proposal for a preparatory action on defence research following a pilot project 
initiated by the European Parliament, which could positively contribute to increased 
cooperation between the Member States in the field of security and defence;

6. Underlines the importance of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, 
including its support of election observation, stressing that respect of human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law are key for stability and prosperity in the world; welcomes 
the increase in the funding of that Instrument, which should be further reinforced;
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7. Calls for increasing investment in the visibility of EU external action in order to 
strengthen the impact of funding in that field;

8. Reiterates its request that the budget line for EU Special Representatives be transferred, in 
a budget-neutral manner, from the CFSP budget to the administrative budget of the EEAS 
in order to further consolidate the EU's diplomatic activities;

9. Underlines that youth exchange programmes are one of the most successful measures to 
increase intercultural skills and to foster understanding and connectivity between people 
and countries; draws therefore particular attention to the funds which are annually 
transferred to the Erasmus+ Programme from ENI, IPA2 and the PI.
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