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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) will considerably strengthen 
EU-Canada relations and is an important instrument in the EU’s efforts to shape the standards 
of global trade in the 21st century.

Canada and the EU share a strong commitment to democracy, fundamental freedoms, the 
protection of human rights, liberal and open trade and multilateralism. Canada has been a 
Strategic Partner of the EU since 1996 and is an important ally on the international scene. 
Canada and the EU have worked together closely on global challenges such as climate 
change, human rights, energy security, conflict resolution and forced migration. Canada 
regularly contributes to the EU’s civilian and military CSDP missions and is an important ally 
in NATO. The conclusion of CETA would be a strong signal for the continuing importance 
and vitality of the transatlantic relationship, at a time when both regions increasingly look 
towards Asia and other regions of the world. 

CETA is the most modern free trade agreement that the EU has ever negotiated. It contains 
chapters on sustainable development, labour and the environment that include ambitious 
commitments on environmental protection and labour rights. The agreement also includes 
measures to ensure the participation of businesses, unions, civil society organisations and 
citizens in the implementation of the social and environmental provisions and of the 
agreement overall. In addition, CETA has revolutionised the way that investor-state disputes 
are settled. A new, permanent Investment Court System with judges nominated by the 
European and Canadian authorities and an appeals mechanism will replace the old arbitration 
system. CETA would therefore be a crucial step towards a fairer, more equitable rules-based 
global trade. At a time when the emergence of new powers on the world stage increasingly 
puts into question the West’s capacity to shape global norms and standards, concluding CETA 
would strengthen the EU’s role as a key global player.

CETA is accompanied by a Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA), which aims to intensify 
bilateral cooperation in areas such as foreign and security policy, counter-terrorism, the fight 
against organised crime, sustainable development, research and culture. Together, the two 
agreements will allow EU-Canadian relations to become even stronger, for the shared benefit 
of citizens on both sides of the Atlantic. In light of ongoing trade negotiations with the USA 
and Mexico, CETA represents the first plank of a broader North Atlantic free trade area.

In view of the political and economic benefits resulting from a successful conclusion of 
CETA and its positive contribution to the rules of global trade, the rapporteur proposes that 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs recommend consent to this agreement.

******

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to recommend that Parliament give its consent to the draft Council 
decision on the conclusion of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
between Canada, of the one part, and the European Union and its Member States, of the other 
part.
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