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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Recognises the growing significance of space and space-based technologies in security 

and defence operations, particularly in communications, intelligence, surveillance and 

reconnaissance, including border and maritime surveillance, disaster response and arms 

control, as well as in commercial and civil activities, and underlines the vital importance 

of space capabilities in the fight against terrorism; further encourages investments in order 

to speed up the development of new space capabilities and technology; 

2. Draws attention to the vulnerability of global security, infrastructure and space-based 

communications technologies to interference or attack from state and non-state actors, to 

cyber attacks and offensive space weapons research, as well as to space debris or satellite 

collision; reiterates the importance of securing critical infrastructure and communications 

as well as the development of resilient technologies and the revision of the 1967 Outer 

Space Treaty in order to take into account technological progress made since the 1960s; 

3. Warns of offensive space weapons research being conducted by countries such as Russia, 

North Korea, and Iran, and the risks this could pose to vital infrastructure and 

communications as well as to current and planned space-based systems; 

4. Recalls that in order to maintain and strengthen the security, defence and stability of 

Europe it is important to prevent the export of sensitive space technology to countries 

which threaten regional or global security and stability; supports investment in and the 

development of launching capabilities, such as Vega C or Ariane 6, in order for European 

countries to have autonomous and reliable access to space; 

5. Calls for the EU to gain more autonomy in space-related fields; believes, in this regard, 

that cooperation with Russia, for example in the launch of the Galileo and Copernicus 

satellites, could undermine the security of sensitive space-based systems; 

6. Encourages investment in protective measures for space technologies, assets, and 

capabilities, in the context of both EU-supported programmes and Space Surveillance and 

Tracking (SST); 

7. Believes pre-existing bilateral relationships between European countries and the major 

friendly space powers, including the United States, India, and Japan, should be utilised 

where appropriate in order to strengthen shared security and defence interests, and to 

enhance vital capabilities in and consolidate the essential means of detection, deterrence 

and response to emerging threats in space in order to improve space policy, which would 

enhance the ability of Europe’s space sector to respond to changing markets, actors and 

technologies, and to promote compliance with treaties and conventions relating to outer 

space activities; 

8. Encourages Member States to renew efforts at the United Nations to reach agreement on 

the proposed Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities, with a view to promoting 

international principles for responsible, transparent and peaceful norms of behaviour and 
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ultimately achieving enhanced safety, security and sustainability and preventing 

weaponisation in space; stresses that this should be done by emphasising that space 

activities should involve a high degree of care, due diligence, and appropriate 

transparency, with the aim of building confidence among actors, given the rapid growth in 

space activities over recent years with over 70 countries owning satellites and nine 

countries possessing orbital launch capability; 

9. Recognises that investments in research and development on space capabilities generate a 

very high economic return and the dual-use synergies in space programmes and between 

the civil and defence aspects; encourages the development of dual-use systems consistent 

with the space security objectives of EU Member States and underlines the need to 

promote peaceful behaviour in space; notes, furthermore, that some Member States 

already operate dual-use satellite systems supporting both civil and government/military 

operations, and draws attention to the risk of hacking that dual-use systems entail; 

encourages industry and operators to provide highly secure systems with a clear 

distinction between public and non-public use; 

10. Recognises that with the exception of the Galileo Public Regulated Service (PRS) and 

Copernicus, responsibility for the development of civilian and military space capabilities 

remains at a national level; notes that the European Union’s objectives in the field of 

security and defence are achieved in part through the Administrative Arrangement 

between the intergovernmental European Space Agency and the European Defence 

Agency. 
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