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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to the reports of the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the 
environment of 24 January 2018 presenting framework principles on human rights and 
the environment and of 15 July 2020 entitled ‘Human rights depend on a healthy 
biosphere’,

– having regard to the Leaders’ Pledge for Nature entitled ‘United to Reverse Biodiversity 
Loss by 2030 for Sustainable Development’, adopted by the political leaders at the UN 
Summit on Biodiversity of 30 September 2020,

– having regard to the study of its Policy Department for External Relations of April 2020 
entitled ‘Biodiversity as a Human Right and its Implications for the EU’s External 
Action’,

A. whereas the prevailing negative trends in biodiversity and ecosystems will undermine 
progress towards 80 % of the assessed targets for the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in the areas of poverty, hunger, health, water, cities, climate, oceans and 
land; 

B. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the health and livelihoods of 
people around the world; whereas the destruction of natural habitats, in particular 
tropical forests, which constitute exceptional reserves of biodiversity, increases the 
areas of contact between humans and wildlife and could be an important factor in the 
future emergence and spread of viral diseases;

C. whereas the UN Convention on Biological Diversity serves as the basis for defining 
policies aimed at protecting biodiversity from a human rights perspective and for 
extending the scope of international obligations on biodiversity in relation to human 
rights; whereas the work of the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the 
environment paves the way to shape a legal framework of human rights obligations 
relating to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity;

D. whereas the EU and its Member States must comply with their international obligations 
on biodiversity and human rights in good faith and with mutual support, in addition to 
their obligations under EU law on policy coherence in external action, in line with the 
obligation under the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights to integrate into the policies of 
the Union a high level of environmental protection and the improvement of the quality 
of the environment and in accordance with the principle of sustainable development;

E. whereas the number of environmental and land human rights defenders who have been 
murdered or subjected to acts of violence, abduction, threats, harassment, intimidation 
and smear campaigns has increased considerably worldwide in recent years; whereas 
they often face great adversity and danger, sometimes in circumstances characterised by 
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the profit-driven exploitation of natural resources coupled with endemic corruption and 
poverty;

F. whereas at least a quarter of the global land area is estimated to be owned, managed, 
used or occupied by indigenous peoples and local communities, and is under growing 
environmental stress due to human activity; whereas the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples recognises indigenous peoples’ collective and individual rights;

G. whereas marine plastic pollution has increased significantly in the last few years, 
affecting biodiversity; whereas efforts should thus be undertaken towards a new global 
treaty to tackle marine plastic pollution;

The importance of healthy ecosystems and biodiversity for human rights

1. Stresses that the degradation and destruction of ecosystems and the stress on them 
caused by unsustainable resource exploitation and climate change is leading to the 
extinction of species and the loss of biodiversity at unprecedented rates and is 
threatening the human rights of current and future generations, such as the rights to life, 
health, food, water, sanitation and housing, as well as the rights of the most vulnerable 
people, including women, children and disabled people, the rights of indigenous peoples 
and the rights of rural and natural-resource-dependent communities; also emphasises 
that the degradation of and stress on ecosystems is harming overall efforts towards 
sustainable development and is undermining progress towards the achievement of most 
of the 2030 SDGs, in particular the objectives of ending poverty and hunger, ensuring 
access to water and sanitation, achieving food security, ensuring healthy lives and 
reducing socio-economic inequalities within and among countries;

2. Recalls that agricultural productivity and resilience depend on biodiversity to guarantee 
the sustainability of food systems without the use of chemical pesticides; underlines, 
furthermore, the importance of sustainable farming and forest management for the 
preservation of biodiversity, the health, climate resilience and longevity of forest 
ecosystems, and the protection of all plants and animals faced with particular threats, 
such as pollinating insects;

3. Underlines the need to intensify efforts to maintain and restore biodiversity, in 
particular by taking effective actions to simultaneously protect human rights and 
conserve and sustainably use natural resources; calls in this regard for the development 
of a holistic and human-rights-based EU policy approach aimed at preventing 
biodiversity loss and degradation and for EU sectoral policies to be aligned with these 
objectives; highlights the importance of biodiversity conservation in the EU’s Overseas 
Countries and Territories and Outermost Regions and emphasises, in this regard, the 
need to maintain EU funds and programmes aimed at this objective; also stresses the 
need to strengthen international environment and human rights law, environmental 
legislation and procedural environmental and human rights, in particular by improving 
access to information, public participation and access to justice and effective remedies, 
and by supporting and promoting the crucial role of local communities, indigenous 
peoples and environmental human rights defenders in maintaining biodiversity;

4. Stresses that biodiversity and human rights are interlinked and interdependent, and 
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recalls the human rights obligations of states to protect biodiversity on which those 
rights depend, including by providing for the participation of citizens in biodiversity-
related decisions; welcomes progress towards recognition of the linkage between human 
rights and the health of the biosphere at international and national level; calls for the EU 
to advocate for the universal recognition of a right to a healthy, sustainable, clean and 
safe environment at the UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly; considers 
that this recognition should serve as a catalyst for stronger environmental policies and 
legislation;

5. Supports the efforts by the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the 
environment to develop guidance on human rights obligations relating to the 
environment, ecosystems and biodiversity; calls on the EU Member States and 
institutions to support and advocate for the global implementation of the 2018 
framework principles on human rights and the environment presented by the UN 
Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment; also calls for the EU to 
support the UN Environment Programme’s environmental rights initiative;

6. Stresses that the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the importance of the ‘One 
Health’ principle in policymaking and that transformative changes are needed involving 
collaboration across disciplines and sectors; also highlights the risk that the global 
recession caused by the pandemic may push states worldwide to divert their focus away 
from environmental protection in order to stimulate short-term economic activity; 
stresses that measures to respect and protect biodiversity must be integrated into all 
economic sectors;

The future European biodiversity governance framework and corporate responsibility

7. Welcomes the intention of the Commission to develop a new European biodiversity 
governance framework and to follow an inclusive approach involving civil society in a 
compliance watchdog role to monitor the implementation of EU environmental 
legislation; also welcomes its aim to put forward a new initiative in 2021 on sustainable 
corporate governance to address human rights and environmental due diligence across 
economic value chains; insists, in this regard, on the need to elaborate EU legislation for 
mandatory human rights and environmental due diligence for EU companies, EU-
domiciled companies and third-country companies operating in the internal market, 
imposing legal obligations to identify, assess, prevent, cease, mitigate, monitor, 
communicate, account for, address and remediate the potential or actual adverse human 
rights abuses throughout their supply chains and establishing effective monitoring and 
enforcement mechanisms, in accordance with the UN Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights; calls on the Commission to urgently present a proposal for an EU 
legal framework based on mandatory human rights and environmental corporate due 
diligence which, among other objectives, should ensure sustainable and deforestation-
free supply chains; also calls on the Commission to consider addressing the import of 
goods whose extraction or production causes the destruction or degradation of 
biodiversity; underlines the need to fight impunity for corporate and state abuses by 
creating instruments which allow for a full, effective and sustained implementation of 
human rights and environmental laws and their enforcement;
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8. Stresses that deforestation, land-grabbing and other unsustainable resource-exploitation 
and extraction activities carried out by certain private or public activities have a 
significant and multi-faceted impact on indigenous peoples and local communities; 
stresses that these groups often lack recognition of their communal property rights over 
their land, waters or other resources that they have traditionally owned or otherwise 
occupied or used; underscores that women are disproportionately more affected by the 
deprivation of property rights; calls on all stakeholders and businesses to engage in the 
promotion of sustainable forest management and to recognise the rights of indigenous 
peoples, including by ensuring free, prior and informed consent and effective 
indigenous and local participation in decision-making processes over resource 
management and exploitation; urges businesses to conduct rigorous impact assessments 
for all activities that may affect the biodiversity of local communities and indigenous 
communal lands, waters and other natural resources, in accordance with the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development’s Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Business 
Conduct and framework principle 12 of the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and 
the environment; calls for the EU not to support or finance projects which may 
contribute to the eviction of indigenous peoples from their homeland; welcomes the call 
to action by the UN of November 2020 on building an inclusive, sustainable and 
resilient future with indigenous peoples;

Using EU external action to promote the EU Biodiversity Strategy

9. Calls on the Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) to 
mainstream the protection of biodiversity and its interlinkages with human rights into 
EU external action, including through its human rights dialogues and trade policy, to 
promote ambitious biodiversity-related policies in international forums, in accordance 
with the European Green Deal and the new EU Biodiversity Strategy, and to implement 
measures through the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy (2020-2024) to 
address the impact of biodiversity loss on the exercise of human rights;

10. Calls on the Commission to deal with cooperation issues related to the conservation of 
biodiversity, ecosystem integrity and respect for international environmental and human 
rights obligations in a common and consistent way, in particular through EU 
international comprehensive and sectoral agreements and political dialogues with 
partner countries, including by following fair trade rules in relation to the environment, 
and to make the most of impact assessments on human rights and sustainable 
development and the related recommendations; calls on the Commission to carry out 
thorough impact assessment studies prior to the conclusion of trade and cooperation 
agreements and the implementation of development projects, with a specific focus on 
measuring their effects on the rights and lives of local populations; insists that impact 
assessments must be conducted with the genuine and meaningful participation of civil 
society and local communities and that their findings be duly taken into account; calls 
on the Commission to reassess the execution of projects in the event of potential or 
actual adverse effects on human rights related to the environment and biodiversity; also 
calls on the Commission and the EEAS to draw up guidelines on the right to a clean, 
healthy, safe and sustainable environment, to include biodiversity and its interlinkages 
with human rights in their periodic reports on the human rights situation in non-EU 
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countries, and to develop tools and training materials for EU Delegations on the 
relevance of biodiversity for their work on human rights; calls on the EU Delegations to 
engage with business and relevant stakeholders to raise awareness, encourage projects, 
facilitate the participation of civil society organisations, and share information in this 
regard;

11. Stresses that trade agreements must uphold and make a positive contribution to 
biodiversity in third countries, including through robust, ambitious and properly 
enforced trade and sustainable development (TSD) chapters; urges the Commission’s 
Chief Trade Enforcement Officer, in this regard, to oversee compliance of such 
agreements in close cooperation with the European Parliament; welcomes the 
integration of international environmental and human rights standards within the 
framework of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP); calls on the Commission 
to take into account the interlinkages of biodiversity with human rights when assessing 
the implementation of international human rights and environmental conventions under 
the GSP; calls for the inclusion of International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 
No 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples within that framework and recommends that 
EU Member States which have not yet done so ratify the convention; calls for the 
involvement of the relevant stakeholders in and enhanced transparency of GSP 
dialogues;

12. Calls on the Council to provide the Commission with a mandate to conduct negotiations 
on behalf of the EU concerning its participation in the open-ended intergovernmental 
working group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect 
to human rights with a view to adopting a binding and enforceable UN Treaty on 
business and human rights; stresses the importance of this process, notably in relation to 
the phenomenon of land-grabbing and its impact on biodiversity and on indigenous 
peoples’ and human rights;

13. Pays tribute to defenders of environmental human rights and land rights, local 
community representatives, lawyers and journalists standing up to protect natural 
resources, and strongly condemns all acts of violence, including killings, and the 
criminalisation of their activities; acknowledges the contributions, experiences and 
knowledge of these groups in the fight against biodiversity loss and environmental 
degradation;

14. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to continue to systematically take up cases of 
defenders of environmental human rights and land rights facing threats of violence with 
the countries concerned; calls on the EEAS, in this regard, to continue the practice of 
handing over a list of individual cases of human rights violations against human rights 
defenders, when partaking in human rights policy dialogues and visits to third-country 
human rights institutions;

15. Welcomes the renewal in November 2019 for another three years of the EU human 
rights defenders mechanism ProtectDefenders.eu; recalls the importance of this 
mechanism vis-à-vis the growing needs and variety of problems including violence and 
attacks faced by human rights, land and environmental defenders; calls for this 
mechanism to be reinforced and continually reassessed  in line with its needs;
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16. Urges the Commission to define a specific protection and support strategy for local 
communities and defenders of environmental human rights and land rights, which 
should be coordinated across all external assistance programmes; also calls for 
enhanced support for civil society organisations working to protect the environment and 
biodiversity, in particular through the establishment of partnerships and the building up 
of capacity to defend the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities;

17. Calls on the representatives of the EU and the Member States who will participate in the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 15) in 
October 2021 in Kunming, China, to advocate for biodiversity and ensure that global 
action on biodiversity and related objectives are linked to respect for and protection of 
the rights to life, health, food, water and housing, as well as the human rights of women, 
children, disabled people and other vulnerable groups affected by biodiversity loss; 
reiterates its call for the EU to push for the same high level of ambition during the 
negotiations in order to ensure a global level playing field, including legally binding 
international global restoration and protection targets of at least 30 % by 2030 in order 
to reflect the EU’s domestic ambitions; urges the Commission and the Member States to 
consult and engage with relevant civil society groups and other interested stakeholders 
in advance of, during and after COP 15; strongly supports the integration of human 
rights in the COP 15 post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and calls for the 
establishment of nature conservation objectives at global and national level, building on 
the right to a clean, healthy, safe and sustainable environment;

18. Welcomes the commitment of the EU heads of state and governments under the 
‘Leaders’ Pledge for Nature’ to end environmental crimes, and with this aim, to ensure 
effective and dissuasive legal frameworks; urges, in this regard, the EU and the Member 
States to redouble their efforts to honour their obligations relating to environmental 
crimes and to promote an international approach to environmental criminal law; calls 
for the setting up of legal frameworks to ensure access to effective remedies in cases of 
loss and degradation of biodiversity; calls for the EU and the Member States to pursue 
new initiatives in order to make ‘ecocide’ a crime recognised under the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court, ensuring that its perpetrators are held to account; 
recommends that the scope of the serious human rights violations covered by the EU 
Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime be extended to include environmental crimes; 
calls on the Commission to address the EU external dimension of the Environmental 
Crime Directive and the Environmental Liability Directive.



AD\1226736EN.docx 9/10 PE663.146v02-00

EN

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 17.3.2021

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

55
5
10

Members present for the final vote Alviina Alametsä, Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Maria Arena, 
Petras Auštrevičius, Traian Băsescu, Lars Patrick Berg, Anna 
Bonfrisco, Reinhard Bütikofer, Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Susanna 
Ceccardi, Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Katalin Cseh, Tanja Fajon, Anna 
Fotyga, Michael Gahler, Giorgos Georgiou, Sunčana Glavak, Raphaël 
Glucksmann, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Márton Gyöngyösi, 
Sandra Kalniete, Karol Karski, Dietmar Köster, Andrius Kubilius, Ilhan 
Kyuchyuk, David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Nathalie Loiseau, Antonio 
López-Istúriz White, Claudiu Manda, Lukas Mandl, Thierry Mariani, 
David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Sven Mikser, Francisco José 
Millán Mon, Javier Nart, Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor, Demetris Papadakis, 
Kostas Papadakis, Tonino Picula, Manu Pineda, Kati Piri, Giuliano 
Pisapia, Jérôme Rivière, Nacho Sánchez Amor, Isabel Santos, Jacek 
Saryusz-Wolski, Andreas Schieder, Radosław Sikorski, Jordi Solé, 
Sergei Stanishev, Tineke Strik, Hermann Tertsch, Hilde Vautmans, 
Harald Vilimsky, Idoia Villanueva Ruiz, Thomas Waitz, Witold Jan 
Waszczykowski, Charlie Weimers, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, Salima 
Yenbou, Željana Zovko

Substitutes present for the final vote Markéta Gregorová, Marisa Matias, Nicolae Ştefănuță

Substitutes under Rule 209(7) present 
for the final vote

Stelios Kympouropoulos, Leopoldo López Gil, Samira Rafaela



PE663.146v02-00 10/10 AD\1226736EN.docx

EN

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

55 +
NI Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Márton Gyöngyösi

PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Traian Băsescu, Michael Gahler, Sunčana Glavak, Sandra Kalniete, 
Andrius Kubilius, Stelios Kympouropoulos, Leopoldo López Gil, Antonio López-Istúriz White, Lukas Mandl, 
David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Francisco José Millán Mon, Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor, Radosław 
Sikorski, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, Željana Zovko

Renew Petras Auštrevičius, Katalin Cseh, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Ilhan Kyuchyuk, Nathalie Loiseau, Javier 
Nart, Samira Rafaela, Nicolae Ştefănuță, Hilde Vautmans

S&D Maria Arena, Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Tanja Fajon, Raphaël Glucksmann, Dietmar Köster, Claudiu 
Manda, Sven Mikser, Demetris Papadakis, Tonino Picula, Kati Piri, Giuliano Pisapia, Nacho Sánchez Amor, 
Isabel Santos, Andreas Schieder, Sergei Stanishev

The Left Giorgos Georgiou, Marisa Matias, Manu Pineda, Idoia Villanueva Ruiz

Verts/ALE Alviina Alametsä, Reinhard Bütikofer, Markéta Gregorová, Jordi Solé, Tineke Strik, Thomas Waitz, Salima 
Yenbou

5 -
ECR Hermann Tertsch, Charlie Weimers

ID Lars Patrick Berg, Harald Vilimsky

NI Kostas Papadakis

10 0
ECR Anna Fotyga, Karol Karski, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Witold Jan Waszczykowski

ID Anna Bonfrisco, Susanna Ceccardi, Thierry Mariani, Jérôme Rivière

PPE David Lega, Miriam Lexmann

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention


