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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes growing instability, deteriorating security environment, geopolitical impact of 
COVID-19 pandemic and rise of unprecedented challenges in the international 
environment, which increased demands on the Union to act as a global player;

2. Highlights the central role played by the European External Action Service (EEAS) in 
conducting the Union’s external policy and welcomes that it lived up to the many 
challenges over the 10 years of its existence; emphasises that the Union needs to 
continue developing a robust and resilient external service with clear political leadership 
in order to tackle the current challenges and ensure the coherence of the Union’s foreign 
policy; notes that enhanced EEAS performance has to be underpinned by a 
corresponding staff increase and a stronger Union esprit de corps within the EEAS; calls 
for sufficient human resources to be made available in order to deliver on the Union’s 
external policy priorities and for the necessary resources for a successful 
implementation of an efficient EU Security and Defence Policy;

3. Notes the remaining lack of diversity, gender and geographical imbalances within the 
EEAS staff, despite slightly positive trends in previous years; reiterates the importance 
of ensuring an intersectional distribution, greater diversity, and gender equality, as well 
as promoting a balanced distribution of staff in terms of gender and geographical origin 
within different categories and grades, particularly at middle and senior management 
levels; calls on the EEAS to significantly improve the representation of women and 
marginalised groups across all levels and  calls on all Member States to nominate more 
women and candidates from marginalised groups to seconded positions in the EEAS; 
points also to a remaining overrepresentation of some Member States’ diplomats among 
the Heads of Delegation and calls for further efforts to address those imbalances; 
encourages the EEAS to create and share guidelines on best practices on the conducting 
of recruitment procedures in order to ensure diversity, openness, fairness and 
transparency;

4. Urges the EEAS to follow-up on their announcement provided in their written answers 
to the Committee on Budgetary Control in the context of the 2019 discharge, to adopt 
and implement its self-standing implementation provisions on outside activities and 
assignments, which create a sui generis legal basis for Heads of Delegations to better 
protect the image and reputation of the Union as a whole;

5. Calls for increased efforts to fight foreign interference and manipulative disinformation, 
which negatively influence the Union’s ability to implement effectively its foreign 
policies and undermines the values on which the EU is founded; notes the increase of 
disinformation campaigns linked to the COVID-19 pandemic and the negative role 
certain state and non-state actors played in the dissemination of these campaigns; 
welcomes the ECA’s Special Report on Disinformation affecting the Union and calls 
for implementing the ECA recommendations in the Union’s action plan against 
disinformation based on a published timeline; believes that improvements to the 
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coordination and accountability of Union actions against disinformation and to the 
operational arrangements of the StratCom division and its task forces should be treated 
as a priority, including enhancing engagement with Council and Parliament and 
reaching recruitment targets; stresses the continuous need to fight foreign propaganda 
and expose disinformation, espionage and malicious foreign influence, which are 
increasingly used to undermine the democratic order in the Union and in countries in 
the Union’s vicinity; underlines the importance of the EEAS Strategic Communication 
Task Force and calls for providing it with the necessary financial and personnel 
resources;

6. Underlines the importance of public diplomacy and strategic communication as an 
integral aspect of the Union's external relations and an instrument to communicate its 
values and interests and to enhance the Union’s visibility; calls on the EEAS to continue 
its efforts to modernise its approaches and invest in new skills and capabilities while 
increasing cost-efficiency; reiterates the importance of promoting rule of law, 
fundamental freedoms and values that the EU is based on;

7. Recalls the leading role of EU delegations in third countries with respect to the conduct 
of Union's foreign policy goals; calls on the EEAS to strengthen the role of the EU 
delegations in third countries in order to reinforce their ability to debunk disinformation 
campaigns threatening democratic values orchestrated by foreign state actors; calls 
furthermore on the EEAS to strengthen the EU delegations’ engagement in our 
neighbourhood and the Western Balkan countries in order to  support to more active and 
effective communication policy on the European perspective and provide best possible 
assistance to the countries engaged in pro-democratic and pro-European reforms; calls 
on EU delegations to continue their coordinated efforts to increase the visibility of EU-
funded projects;

8. Repeats its call for a more dedicated review of the administrative expenditure and 
support activities of the EEAS and specifically on topics that are becoming of higher or 
even critical relevance for the EEAS; calls on the Court of Auditors to explore ways of 
providing more information on the administrative expenditure of other Union 
institutions in the context of the discharge;

9. Emphasises the growing need for a coherent updated EU-Arctic policy; notes that the 
new NDICI instrument opens up opportunities to finance the Arctic region.
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