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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recalls that the rule of law, the EU’s fundamental values and respect for human rights 
in recipient countries are embedded in the basic acts of IPA III and of NDICI; calls on 
the Commission to modify assistance should threats to democracy, the rule of law, 
human rights or fundamental freedoms so require;

2. Calls for greater priority to be given to the fight against corruption in pre-accession 
negotiations and a focus on capacity building; calls on the Commission to send clear 
signals to candidate countries that a backlash against rule of law standards is 
jeopardising or delaying the accession to the EU; regrets that according to ECA Special 
Report No 01/2022, EUR 700 million in financial support for the improvement of the 
rule of law in the Western Balkans provided by the EU between 2014 and 2020 had 
little impact on fundamental reforms; calls on the Commission to send clear signals to 
those candidate countries in which a backlash against rule of law standards - including 
limitations on the freedom of expression, the freedom of press, women’s and minority 
rights, the harassment of NGOs and human rights defenders - is jeopardising or delaying 
their accession to the EU; invites the Commission to examine the efficiency of the funds 
spent on the improvement of the state of the Rule of Law in the accession countries and 
report back to the AFET and CONT Committees;

3. Takes note of the Court’s findings confirming that the risk of error in this MFF heading 
remains high, inter alia due to expenditure not incurred and public procurement errors;

4. Is strongly of the opinion that the financial interest of the EU should be protected within 
the EU and outside the EU equally, therefore considers that the Commission should put 
more emphasis on the funds spent in non-EU countries in order to verify that those 
funds are spent in accordance with European rules and without the involvement of fraud 
or corruption, and to confirm whether they contribute to the goals of the Union’s 
development and external policy; recommends sanctions and suspension of budgetary 
support in non-EU countries where national authorities manifestly fail to take genuine 
action against widespread corruption, while ensuring that the assistance reaches the civil 
population through alternative channels;

5. Notes that in 2021 the Parliament broadly agreed with the use of the NDICI budgetary 
cushion for the political priorities pursued, particularly as regards the support to fight 
the pandemic; recalls that the financial package for refugees from Syria remains a 
pressing need which could have been anticipated; insists that any funding from the 
emergency cushion should be primarily used for unforeseen circumstances; calls for 
sufficient resources for the funding of the financial package for refugees from Syria;

6. Is concerned about destruction and confiscation of Union-funded projects in the West 
Bank; reminds of the position of the Council, expressing its commitment to ensure that 
all agreements between Israel and the EU must unequivocally and explicitly indicate the 
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inapplicability to the territories occupied by Israel since 1967, as well as to continue the 
effective implementation of existing Union legislation and bilateral arrangements 
applicable to settlement products;

7. Recognises the critical role performed by UNRWA in providing Palestine refugees with 
vital services; commends the results of the study on Palestinian schoolbooks performed 
by the Georg Eckert Institute revealing a complex picture, confirming that they adhere 
to UNESCO standards and adopt criteria that are prominent in international education 
discourse, including a strong focus on human rights, while displaying antagonism 
towards Israel in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;

8. Welcomes the ongoing revision of the Commission’s Code of Practice on 
Disinformation; stresses the need for the EU to increase the visibility of its actions 
through a better, more strategic communication of its external actions towards its own 
citizens and beyond; 

9. Strongly commends the efforts of civil society worldwide in promoting and defending 
human rights, especially at a time of shrinking civil society space and the questioning of 
the universality of human rights; calls on the Commission to ensure that its cooperation 
assistance enhances support to civil society, notably human rights defenders, indigenous 
peoples, and traditional communities;

10. Commends the Commission’s decision to mobilise an additional EUR 30 million to 
further strengthen the resilience and capacity of the Belarusian people affected by the 
political crisis to promote democratic changes in Belarus.
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