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Subject: Opinion on Guidelines for the 2022 Budget – Section III (2020/2265(BUI))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Foreign Affairs has been asked to 
submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 25 January 2021, the committee 
decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter and to call on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution.

The Committee on Foreign Affairs considered the matter at its meeting of 23 February 2021. 
At that meeting, it decided to call on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,

David McAllister



PE680.969v03-00 2/4 AL\1225347EN.docx

EN

SUGGESTIONS

1. Calls for an ambitious 2022 budget in the area of external action and defence that will 
enable the EU to face the external challenges, fulfil its priorities and take global 
leadership;

2. Calls on strengthening the EU’s global response to the COVID-19 crisis and step up its 
efforts to fight and recover from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic;

3. Emphasises the need to increase the funding for the Western Balkan countries and the 
countries of the Eastern and Southern Neighbourhood in order to support political and 
economic reforms as well as fight the economic and social consequences of the 
COVID-19 pandemic;

4. Calls on the Commission to provide the budgets of democracy and of election 
observation missions with consistent financial resources, in order to allow the Union to 
support electoral processes and strengthen democratic institutions in third countries 
needing stability, amongst other initiatives with dedicated support to citizen election 
observation organizations; highlights the importance of dedicating sufficient resources 
to the implementation of mechanisms promoting the respect of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms at global level

5. Expects that a new generation of external financing instruments (EFIs) will enhance 
coherence, accountability and efficiency of financing the EU external action; calls for 
increased transparency and democratic scrutiny of EFIs’ funding through strategic 
steering by the Parliament and an enhanced geopolitical dialogue between the 
Parliament and the Commission which would allow proper evaluation of the use of the 
budget, including the emerging challenges and priorities cushion; calls on the 
Commission to inform the European Parliament as soon as possible before any planned 
mobilisation of the cushion and recalls the Commission’s obligation to fully take into 
consideration Parliament’s views; stresses the importance of conditionality and 
suspension of funding from  NDICI and IPA III in cases of human rights violations and 
serious degradation of rule of law;

6. Recalls the importance of providing the EU budget with a sufficiently detailed 
nomenclature for the two arms of the budgetary authority to properly perform its 
decision making role over the allocation of financial resources to political priorities and 
its power of scrutiny over the implementation of the budget itself; requests the 
Commission to establish different budget lines dedicated to the Western Balkans and 
Turkey under IPA III, as well as a more detailed nomenclature for the priorities of the 
Eastern and Southern Neighbourhood under NDICI, including a dedicated line for 
UNRWA;

7. Emphasises the importance of providing adequate financial support by Member States 
and through the European Defence Fund to frame a strong European Common Security 
and Defence Union (CSDP) and underlines the importance of enhancing European 
cooperation in defence and security matters in order to enhance deployability and 
operational effectiveness through increased efforts in joint military and civilian 
capability development;
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8. Calls for an increase in the budget lines for foreign policy needs and priorities, crisis 
response and civilian CSDP and emergency measures in order to deal with the serious 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic;

9. Stresses the importance of stepping up the efforts on achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals through inclusive actions since vulnerable groups are at risk of 
shouldering burden of global crisis;
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