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Amendment 1
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that 2020 was highly 
affected by the COVID-19 outbreak, 
which required swift and significant 
modifications of the Union budget in 
responding to the pandemic and had a 
substantial impact on the EU’s finances; 
notes furthermore that 2020 was the last 
year of the 2014-2020 multiannual 
financial framework;

1. Recalls that 2020 was highly 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which originated in Wuhan, China, and 
had a substantial impact on the EU’s 
finances; notes furthermore that 2020 was 
the last year of the 2014-2020 multiannual 
financial framework;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Laments that some international 
organizations provided only limited access 
to documents and questioned the ECA 
mandate; calls on the Commission to take 
the necessary steps so that international 
organizations provide the Court of 
Auditors with complete, unlimited access 
to document necessary to carry out their 
tasks in acoordance with the Treaty;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)



PE700.659v01-00 4/15 AM\1244456EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Notes with grave concern that, 
according to the Annual Management 
and Performance Report 2020, the total 
financial impact of all reservations by 
Directors-General to declarations of 
assurance amounted to EUR 1219 million 
for 2020, 16% higher than in 2019;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Notes with grave concern that the 
financial impact of the reservations for 
the policy area 'External relations' 
increased from EUR 16 million in 2019 to 
EUR 21 million in 2020; calls for 
immediate action to be taken by the 
Commission to address this issue;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Charlie Weimers, Michiel Hoogeveen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 c. Calls on the international 
community to carry out an independent 
investigation into the origins of Covid-19 
with access to any remaining raw data 
from the initial outbreak; urges the 
discharge authority to not grant discharge 
until provided a thorough and 
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independent audit report on EU funding 
to the Wuhan Institute of Virology, 
specifically whether EU funding in any 
way, directly or through a third party, 
contributed to or enabled the conduct of 
gain-of-function research;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Jérôme Rivière, Thierry Mariani

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on taking steps so that 
international organisations provide the 
ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
our task in accordance with the TFEU;

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on taking steps so that 
international organisations provide the 
ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
our task in accordance with the TFEU; 
considers in general that appropriations 
for the ‘Global Europe’ programme are 
too high, and that the role of the 
European Union should not be to 
interfere constantly in world affairs, but 
to prioritise defending the Member States’ 
interests;

Or. fr

Amendment 7
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on taking steps so that 
international organisations provide the 
ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
our task in accordance with the TFEU;

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; is concerned by the high rate of 
errors (37,3%) found by the ECA in the 
75 transactions samples in heading 4; 
notes that most errors found by the 
European Court of Auditors (ECA) in this 
area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs and calls on 
the Commission to improve the assistance 
and the monitoring of the procedure in 
order to improve this track record; fully 
supports the recommendations formulated 
by the ECA and calls on taking steps so 
that international organisations provide the 
ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
our task in accordance with the TFEU;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on taking steps so that 
international organisations provide the 

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on steps to be taken so that 
international organisations provide the 



AM\1244456EN.docx 7/15 PE700.659v01-00

EN

ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
our task in accordance with the TFEU;

ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
their task in accordance with the TFEU, 
questions the wisdom of parliament 
granting discharge to the 
Commission while these issues remain to 
be addressed;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on taking steps so that 
international organisations provide the 
ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
our task in accordance with the TFEU;

2. Underlines that expenditures in 
heading 4 ‘Global Europe’ are considered 
high-risk, except for budget support 
payment; notes that most errors found by 
the European Court of Auditors (ECA) in 
this area concern absence of essential 
supporting documents, non-compliance 
with public procurement rules, costs not 
incurred and ineligible costs; fully supports 
the recommendations formulated by the 
ECA and calls on steps to be taken so that 
international organisations provide the 
ECA with complete, unlimited and timely 
access to documents necessary to carry out 
their task in accordance with the TFEU;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that the Union in its 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic 

3. Stresses that the Union in its 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
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secured financial support for partner 
countries and fragile populations 
amounting to more than EUR 40 billion; 
welcomes Team Europe efforts in 
addressing the immediate effects of the 
health crisis and the resulting humanitarian 
needs in the partner countries, as well as 
its contribution to the COVAX Facility 
which provides fair and equitable access 
to COVID-19 vaccines in low- and middle-
income countries;

prioritized financial support amounting to 
more than EUR 40 billion for partner 
countries and fragile populations over the 
interests of citizens in Member States; 
takes note of the increasing financial 
burden of Team Europe efforts in 
addressing the immediate effects of the 
health crisis and never 
ending humanitarian needs in third 
countries, as well as its contribution to the 
COVAX Facility which provides access to 
COVID-19 vaccines in low- and middle-
income countries;

Or. en

Amendment 11
David Lega

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that the Union in its 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
secured financial support for partner 
countries and fragile populations 
amounting to more than EUR 40 billion; 
welcomes Team Europe efforts in 
addressing the immediate effects of the 
health crisis and the resulting humanitarian 
needs in the partner countries, as well as its 
contribution to the COVAX Facility which 
provides fair and equitable access to 
COVID-19 vaccines in low- and middle-
income countries;

3. Stresses that the Union in its 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
secured financial support for partner 
countries and fragile populations 
amounting to more than EUR 40 billion; 
stresses the need to improve visibility and 
communication concerning the 
substantial support EU has provided in 
partner countries during the COVID-
pandemics; welcomes Team Europe efforts 
in addressing the immediate effects of the 
health crisis and the resulting humanitarian 
needs in the partner countries, as well as its 
contribution to the COVAX Facility which 
provides fair and equitable access to 
COVID-19 vaccines in low- and middle-
income countries;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Charlie Weimers
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that the Union in its 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
secured financial support for partner 
countries and fragile populations 
amounting to more than EUR 40 billion; 
welcomes Team Europe efforts in 
addressing the immediate effects of the 
health crisis and the resulting humanitarian 
needs in the partner countries, as well as its 
contribution to the COVAX Facility which 
provides fair and equitable access to 
COVID-19 vaccines in low- and middle-
income countries;

3. Stresses that the Union in its 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which originated in Wuhan, 
China, secured financial support for 
partner countries and fragile populations 
amounting to more than EUR 40 billion; 
welcomes Team Europe efforts in 
addressing the immediate effects of the 
health crisis and the resulting humanitarian 
needs in the partner countries, as well as its 
contribution to the COVAX Facility which 
provides fair and equitable access to 
COVID-19 vaccines in low- and middle-
income countries;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Strongly commends the efforts of 
civil society worldwide in promoting and 
defending human rights, especially at a 
time of shrinking civil society space and 
the questioning of the universality of 
human rights;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 b. Calls for more independent and 
publicly available assessments of EU 
civilian and military security and military 
measures, in particular EU military 
training missions, capacity building of 
military actors in third countries, and 
border and migration management 
measures;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 c. Deplores the continued destruction 
and confiscation of EU-funded 
humanitarian assistance in the West 
Bank; notes that according to EU sources, 
Israeli authorities demolished or seized 
122 structures in 2020 at a loss of EUR 
300,000, that had been built with EU or 
Member States’ funds; is concerned by 
the lack of resolve of the EEAS and the 
Commission, as highlighted by the 
European Court of Auditors, to secure 
compensation from the Israeli authorities, 
as requested by the European Parliament 
in its resolution of September 2018; 
requests the Commission to deduct in the 
next draft budget under which EU-Israel 
programmes are funded the amount 
corresponding to the cost of demolished 
EU-funded projects;

Or. en
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Amendment 16
Jérôme Rivière, Thierry Mariani

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the ECA’s Special Report 
“Reducing grand corruption in Ukraine” 
focused on the Union’s contributions to 
anti-corruption and judicial reforms 
between 2016-2019; is concerned that 
grand corruption is still prevalent in 
Ukraine and has negative effects on the 
rule of law and economic development in 
the country; notes, however, that in 
comparison to the period before 2014 the 
country has clearly developed positively 
through huge efforts of real political 
reformers, civil society activities and 
comprehensive Union support and 
cooperation to this end; calls for 
implementing ECA’s recommendations to 
the Commission, the EEAS and the 
European Advisory Mission in Ukraine.

4. Notes the ECA’s Special Report 
“Reducing grand corruption in Ukraine” 
focused on the Union’s contributions to 
anti-corruption and judicial reforms 
between 2016-2019; is concerned that 
grand corruption is still prevalent in 
Ukraine and has negative effects on the 
rule of law and economic development in 
the country; notes, however, that in 
comparison to the period before 2014 the 
country has clearly developed positively 
through huge efforts of real political 
reformers, civil society activities and 
comprehensive Union support and 
cooperation to this end; calls for 
implementing ECA’s recommendations to 
the Commission, the EEAS and the 
European Advisory Mission in Ukraine. 
considers that the Association Agreement 
between the European Union and 
Ukraine has led to a worsening of 
corruption in the country, and calls on 
EU leaders to consider whether it is 
appropriate to maintain or expand the 
scope of that agreement;

Or. fr

Amendment 17
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes the ECA’s Special Report 
“Reducing grand corruption in Ukraine” 
focused on the Union’s contributions to 
anti-corruption and judicial reforms 

4. Notes the ECA’s Special Report 
“Reducing grand corruption in Ukraine” 
focused on the Union’s contributions to 
anti-corruption and judicial reforms 
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between 2016-2019; is concerned that 
grand corruption is still prevalent in 
Ukraine and has negative effects on the 
rule of law and economic development in 
the country; notes, however, that in 
comparison to the period before 2014 the 
country has clearly developed positively 
through huge efforts of real political 
reformers, civil society activities and 
comprehensive Union support and 
cooperation to this end; calls for 
implementing ECA’s recommendations to 
the Commission, the EEAS and the 
European Advisory Mission in Ukraine.

between 2016-2019; is concerned that 
grand corruption is still prevalent in 
Ukraine and has negative effects on the 
rule of law and economic development in 
the country as well as spillover effects on 
foreign elections; notes, however, that in 
comparison to the period before 2014 the 
country has clearly developed positively 
through huge efforts of real political 
reformers, civil society activities and 
comprehensive Union support and 
cooperation to this end; calls for 
implementing ECA’s recommendations to 
the Commission, the EEAS and the 
European Advisory Mission in Ukraine.

Or. en

Amendment 18
Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Is concerned that Horizon 2020 
was implemented for projects located in 
the illegal Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank, including in East Jerusalem, in full 
defiance of the “Guidelines on the 
eligibility of Israeli entities and their 
activities in the territories occupied by 
Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes 
and financial instruments funded by the 
EU from 2014 onwards”; reminds of the 
position of the Council, which expressed 
its commitment to ensure that all 
agreements between Israel and the EU 
must unequivocally and explicitly indicate 
the inapplicability to the territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967, as well as to 
continued implementation of existing EU 
legislation and bilateral arrangements 
applicable to settlement products; calls on 
the Commission to establish the necessary 
legal and technical arrangements to 
guarantee that the geographical scope of 
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the EU-Israel agreement under Horizon 
Europe for the 2021-2027 period will be 
limited to the territory of Israel as defined 
by international law in 1967.

Or. en

Amendment 19
Bert-Jan Ruissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Remains concerned that 
incitement to hatred and violence in 
Palestinian school textbooks has still not 
been removed and is concerned about the 
continued failure to address this matter 
effectively; insists that salaries of teachers 
and education sector civil servants that 
are financed from Union funds such as 
PEGASE should only be used for drafting 
and teaching curricula which reflect 
UNESCO standards of peace, tolerance, 
coexistence and non-violence.

Or. en

Amendment 20
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Is repulsed and appalled by the 
EEAS note dated 15 November 2021 on 
the Political and Strategic Environment of 
CSDP Missions in the Central African 
Republic (CAR) and media reports that an 
EU-trained battalion, certified by EUTM 
RCA, is raping, pillaging and plundering 
under the command of Russia-linked 
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Wagner Group mercenaries; calls for an 
immediate independent evaluation of all 
related budget lines and for those 
responsible to be held to account.

Or. en

Amendment 21
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Noting with concern the 
continuous complicated situation in 
Belarus, it is important to review EU 
funding and ensure that it is not directed 
to Lukashenko regime, but towards 
support of civil society in Belarus; notes 
that Frontex needs to be sufficiently 
funded to secure EU's outside border with 
Belarus.

Or. en

Amendment 22
Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Recognises the key role performed 
by UNRWA in providing Palestine 
refugees with vital services, including 
health and education, in the Middle East; 
commends the results of the study on 
Palestinian school books performed by the 
Georg Eckert Institute, which confirms 
that they adhere to UNESCO standards 
and adopt criteria which are prominent in 
international education discourse.
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Or. en

Amendment 23
Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 c. Considers that, in comparison to 
2020, the budget line structure of the 
European Neighbourhood for the 2021-
2027 Multiannual Financial Framework 
is oversimplified, since it only includes 
two lines, respectively for the Southern 
Neighbourhood and the Eastern 
Partnership; regrets that such a simplified 
structure does not allow the budgetary 
authority to properly perform its scrutiny 
role in the annual discharge procedure; 
believes that the financial needs of each 
of the two geographical areas should be 
addressed at least by three budget lines, 
respectively targeting political, 
development and security related matters.

Or. en


