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Amendment 1
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and with a 
budget fit for purpose;

A. whereas the growing instability, the 
continuation and worsening of the 
ongoing crisis and the rise of 
unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment both in the 
physical and digital dimensions increase 
the demands on the Union to act decisively; 
whereas to do so a budget fit for purpose is 
urgently needed;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and with a 
budget fit for purpose;

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment, not forgetting 
the environmental challenges but also the 
future and the security of the Artic, 
increases the demands on the Union to act 
and with a budget fit for purpose;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Evin Incir, Nacho Sánchez Amor

Draft opinion
Recital A
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Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and with a 
budget fit for purpose;

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and pursue a 
feminist foreign policy with a budget fit 
for purpose;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and with a 
budget fit for purpose;

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Member States to act in 
an effective and cohesive manner;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and with a 
budget fit for purpose;

A. whereas the growing instability and 
the rise of unprecedented challenges in the 
international environment increases the 
demands on the Union to act and with a 
flexible budget fit for purpose;

Or. en
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Amendment 6
Manu Pineda

Draft opinion
Recital A a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Aa. Calls for stepping up EU’s 
financial support to UNRWA in 2023, in 
order to help the Agency to fulfil its 
mandate and to ensure the uninterrupted 
delivery of vital services, including 
education and humanitarian assistance, 
to one of the most vulnerable populations 
in the Middle East.

Or. en

Amendment 7
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond to other urgent global needs as 
they evolve;

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine, 
especially in the field of heavy weapons, 
artillery, fighter aircraft and tanks; 
whereas it is regrettable that most 
Western countries have demilitarized and 
have little conventional combat power at 
their disposal, which enables 
authoritarian regimes to dictate terms;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Nathalie Loiseau

Draft opinion
Recital B
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Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond to other urgent global needs as 
they evolve;

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond to other urgent global needs as 
they evolve; whereas, in particular, the 
provision of aid to Ukraine should not 
result in the diversion of EU funds 
earmarked to address humanitarian 
situations that are growing ever worse in 
the rest of our neighbourhood;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond to other urgent global needs as 
they evolve;

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond to other urgent global needs as 
they emerge or evolve;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Recital B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond to other urgent global needs as 
they evolve;

B. whereas we must both continue to 
strengthen our support to Ukraine and 
respond quickly to other urgent global 
needs as they evolve;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Jean-Lin Lacapelle, Thierry Mariani

Draft opinion
Recital B a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Ba. whereas a report published by the 
EU Court of Auditors in September 2021 
begins thus: ‘Ukraine has been suffering 
from corruption – particularly grand 
corruption – for many years’, and 
describes in great detail the ‘state capture’ 
by private interests and an economy 
controlled by 3 500 state-owned 
enterprises at central level and 11 000 at 
municipal level1a, and whereas there is a 
need for tighter monitoring of the use of 
funds allocated to Ukraine;
_________________
1a 
https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADoc
uments/SR21_23/SR_fight-against-grand-
corruption-in-Ukraine_EN.pdf

Or. fr

Amendment 12
Evin Incir, Nacho Sánchez Amor

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Is concerned about the mounting 
challenges to our multilateral systems and 
reminds of their importance, as they 
constitute the vehicle to ensure peace and 
stability globally;

Or. en
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Amendment 13
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines its undivided solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine; welcomes 
therefore the mobilisation of the EUR 4.2 
billion already proposed and asks for 
additional funds, also for reconstruction;

1. Underlines its undivided solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine; welcomes 
therefore the mobilisation of the EUR 4.2 
billion already proposed and asks for 
additional funds, also for reconstruction; 
stresses the need to continue the support 
for Moldova;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines its undivided solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine; welcomes 
therefore the mobilisation of the EUR 4.2 
billion already proposed and asks for 
additional funds, also for reconstruction;

1. Underlines its undivided solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine; welcomes 
therefore the mobilisation of the EUR 4.2 
billion already proposed and asks for 
additional funds to be foreseen, both for 
the immediate needs as well as also for 
reconstruction;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Nathalie Loiseau

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment
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1. Underlines its undivided solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine; welcomes 
therefore the mobilisation of the EUR 4.2 
billion already proposed and asks for 
additional funds, also for reconstruction;

1. Underlines its undivided solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine; welcomes 
therefore the mobilisation of the EUR 4.2 
billion already proposed and asks for 
additional funds, also for reconstruction 
and support in the form of military 
equipment;

Or. fr

Amendment 16
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Highlights the necessity to adapt 
financial instruments in order to provide 
the geopolitical Union, with a sound 
financial foundation and enable it to fulfil 
expectations as a credible and reliable 
geopolitical actor, in particular at this 
watershed moment following the Russian 
war of aggression against Ukraine and all 
its repercussions, such as the food crisis 
and increase in the prices of basic goods, 
but also other global challenges, such as 
the mounting urgency of the climate and 
biodiversity crisis, post-pandemic 
recovery, migration, as well as setbacks in 
fundamental rights; urges, therefore, 
Member states to significantly increase 
resources to the EU budget;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Özlem Demirel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the purpose of 
European cooperation in defence matters 
is to make Europe and its citizens safer 
and reduce costs by creating synergies; 
highlights that the Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP) has been deeply 
impacted by Russia’s war; notes that the 
European Peace Facility (EPF) has 
enabled an unprecedented support from 
EU Member States, including weapons, 
amounting to EUR 2 billion by the end of 
May 2022, but regrets that this is off-
budget which does not allow for 
parliamentary scrutiny;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 18
Nathalie Loiseau

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Europe and its citizens safer and reduce 
costs by creating synergies; highlights that 
the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) has been deeply impacted by 
Russia’s war; notes that the European 
Peace Facility (EPF) has enabled an 
unprecedented support from EU Member 
States, including weapons, amounting to 
EUR 2 billion by the end of May 2022, but 
regrets that this is off-budget which does 
not allow for parliamentary scrutiny;

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Europe and its citizens safer, to contribute 
to conflict prevention and resolution, and 
to the security and stability of the EU’s 
priority regions, to boost our strategic 
autonomy, to consolidate the ‘European 
Defence Technological and Industrial 
Base’ (EDTIB) in order to meet our 
capability requirements and foster 
synergies; highlights that the Common 
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) has 
been deeply impacted by Russia’s war; 
notes that the European Peace Facility 
(EPF) has enabled an unprecedented 
support from EU Member States, including 
weapons, amounting to EUR 2 billion by 
the end of May 2022, but regrets that this is 
off-budget which does not allow for 
parliamentary scrutiny; takes the view that 
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the EPF’s financial ceiling, set at EUR 
5.692 billion for 2021-2027, has largely 
been reached and that therefore the 
Member States must consider reviewing 
that ceiling to take into account the 
significant expenditure connected with 
the conflict in Ukraine; notes that the 
efforts the Member States have agreed to 
with regard to providing support to 
Ukraine have highlighted the need for 
stocks of military equipment to be 
replenished quickly, and supports the 
introduction of a scheme to encourage the 
joint purchasing of equipment; stresses 
the heightened importance of promoting 
and providing sufficient resources for 
military mobility;

Or. fr

Amendment 19
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Europe and its citizens safer and reduce 
costs by creating synergies; highlights that 
the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) has been deeply impacted by 
Russia’s war; notes that the European 
Peace Facility (EPF) has enabled an 
unprecedented support from EU Member 
States, including weapons, amounting to 
EUR 2 billion by the end of May 2022, but 
regrets that this is off-budget which does 
not allow for parliamentary scrutiny;

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Europe and its citizens safer and reduce 
costs by creating synergies, reducing 
fragmentation, and avoiding duplications, 
thus reaching a better final outcome and 
making better use of taxpayers’ money; 
highlights that the strategic implications of 
the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) need to evolve and be adjusted in 
the light of the new international 
dynamics created by Russia’s war of 
aggression against Ukraine, and the 
operational aspects must be adapted to the 
lessons learned from the abovementioned 
conflict; notes that the European Peace 
Facility (EPF) has enabled an 
unprecedented support from EU Member 
States, including weapons, amounting to 
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EUR 2 billion by the end of May 2022, but 
regrets that this is off-budget which does 
not allow for parliamentary scrutiny; calls 
for a joint reflection on how to better 
involve the parliament in this process;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Europe and its citizens safer and reduce 
costs by creating synergies; highlights that 
the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) has been deeply impacted by 
Russia’s war; notes that the European 
Peace Facility (EPF) has enabled an 
unprecedented support from EU Member 
States, including weapons, amounting to 
EUR 2 billion by the end of May 2022, but 
regrets that this is off-budget which does 
not allow for parliamentary scrutiny;

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Member States and their citizens safer and 
reduce costs by creating synergies; 
highlights that the Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP) has been deeply 
impacted by Russia’s war; welcomes that 
the European Peace Facility (EPF) has 
enabled an unprecedented support from EU 
Member States, though the support has 
been miniscule compared to U.S. 
contributions; calls on the Commission to 
present proposals without delay to fully 
utilise the capacity of the European Peace 
Facility in order to provide military 
material for the Ukrainian military, 
including platforms designed to deliver 
lethal force;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Petras Auštrevičius

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment
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2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in defence matters is to make 
Europe and its citizens safer and reduce 
costs by creating synergies; highlights that 
the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) has been deeply impacted by 
Russia’s war; notes that the European 
Peace Facility (EPF) has enabled an 
unprecedented support from EU Member 
States, including weapons, amounting to 
EUR 2 billion by the end of May 2022, but 
regrets that this is off-budget which does 
not allow for parliamentary scrutiny;

2. Notes that the purpose of European 
cooperation in security and defence 
matters is to make Europe and its citizens 
safer and reduce costs by creating 
synergies; highlights that the Common 
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) has 
been deeply impacted by Russia’s war; 
notes that the European Peace Facility 
(EPF) has enabled an unprecedented 
support from EU Member States, including 
weapons, amounting to EUR 2 billion by 
the end of May 2022, but regrets that this is 
off-budget which does not allow for 
parliamentary scrutiny;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Özlem Demirel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Highlights in light of the war on 
Ukraine the utmost importance of a 
paradigm shift in EU foreign policy, as 
the past years and the months including 
delivery of arms and geo political 
sanctions have not saved one life in 
Ukraine nor in other conflicts and war 
but on the contrary have worsened the 
situation within an outside the EU; calls 
in this regard for a Union as a strong 
actor promoting urgently peaceful, 
diplomatic conflict resolution, advancing 
cooperation on arms control and nuclear 
disarmament, focusing on the looming 
famine catastrophe and poverty reduction, 
fair trade and balanced economic 
relations; recalls the disastrous results of 
the interventionist, geopolitical and 
military approach as seen in Afghanistan 
and Mali; objects to further EU 
militarization and the continued setting 
up of a Military Union and the on-going 
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support of the defence and armament 
industry; stresses that the setting-up of the 
European Defence Fund violates the 
provisions laid down in Article 41(2) 
TEU;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Urges the Commission and EEAS 
to reach out to Parliament’s competent 
committee at a very early stage on 
legislative and budgetary implications and 
plans as regards new initiatives such as 
joint procurements;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Stresses the need for additional 
resources to support the new EU 
candidate countries, Ukraine and the 
Republic of Moldova, as well as for the 
aspiring applicant Georgia, on their path 
to EU membership;

Or. en
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Amendment 25
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 
unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need for new initiatives and proposals to be 
put forward;

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 
unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need for new initiatives and proposals to be 
put forward; in particular, when adding 
Ukraine, Moldova and eventually Georgia 
to the beneficiaries under IPA III, to 
ensure that the overall IPA III financial 
envelope will be sufficiently increased, so 
that there will not be a cut in funds for 
current IPA III beneficiaries;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility; believes that but due 
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unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need for new initiatives and proposals to be 
put forward;

to the unprecedented pressure on the 
budget, especially but only because of the 
Russian war of aggression in Ukraine, 
there’s an urgent need for new initiatives 
and proposals to be put forward;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 
unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need for new initiatives and proposals to be 
put forward;

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), funding which 
Turkey's authoritarian Islamist regime 
also benefits from, which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 
unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need for new initiatives and proposals to be 
put forward;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Peter van Dalen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 

3. Notes that the majority of external 
action spending is concentrated under the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
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Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 
unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need for new initiatives and proposals to 
be put forward;

Global Europe (NDICI/Global Europe) and 
the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III), which has ring-fenced 
budget allocations per geographical region, 
providing flexibility but due to the 
unprecedented pressure sees the urgent 
need to address certain specific 
geopolitical priorities;

Or. en

Amendment 29
David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Bert-Jan Ruissen, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, 
Tomáš Zdechovský, Lukas Mandl, Sara Skyttedal

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Insists that the Commission must 
guarantee that EU funds are not allocated 
or linked to any form of terrorism and/or 
religious and political radicalisation; 
reiterates its position that all schoolbooks 
and school materials supported by Union 
funds must be in line with UNESCO 
standards of peace, tolerance, coexistence, 
and non-violence; is concerned about the 
antisemitism, hate speech and incitement 
to jihad and violence taught in 
Palestinian school textbooks, indirectly 
funded by the EU; stresses that 
conditionality of EU financial assistance 
in the educational sector needs to be duly 
considered;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on the Commission to 
present proposals on how the new 
candidate countries, Ukraine and 
Moldova, along with Georgia, as a 
potential candidate country, can be 
integrated into IPA III funding for the 
2024 budgetary cycle, and how IPA III 
can be made fully compatible with the 
specific needs of the countries in 
question; underlines that the move to IPA 
III based funding may necessitate a 
number of legislative and budgetary 
adjustments, and commits itself to work 
swiftly on forthcoming proposals in this 
respect, and stresses that the move to IPA 
III should not lead to a reduction in EU 
assistance;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Petras Auštrevičius

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Welcomes the granting of EU 
candidate status to Ukraine and the 
Republic of Moldova and European 
perspective to Georgia, and calls for 
substantial support to these Eastern 
partners to continue to implement the 
Association Agreements and Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements 
(DCFTAs) and to participate in selected 
EU initiatives;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Ernest Urtasun
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on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses the urgent need to 
increase by 50% NDICI funds available 
for the thematic programme on Peace, 
Stability and Conflict Prevention and 
Rapid Response in light of the spread of 
armed conflict and instability in the 
Union's neighbourhood and beyond;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Evin Incir, Nacho Sánchez Amor

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Welcomes stronger conditionality 
related to democracy, human rights and 
rule of law under the modernised IPA III; 
reminds of the importance to support civil 
society organisations and people to people 
contacts;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Petras Auštrevičius

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Calls for continued and 
substantial support for civil society 
organisations in the Eastern Partnership 
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countries, in particular those advocating 
and defending the rights of the LGBTIQ+ 
community, for civil society organisations 
in Belarus and abroad providing 
assistance to persecuted persons and 
political prisoners, for Ukrainian 
organisations which have been forced to 
restructure their activities as a result of 
Russia’s war of aggression, and which 
will have to acquire the skills necessary 
for Ukraine's reconstruction, for 
organisations contributing to the fight 
against corruption, and for an 
independent media which helps to expose 
disinformation and propaganda;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Asks for additional resources to be 
allocated to the Southern and Eastern 
Neighbourhoods in order to support peace 
and stability through gender equality, 
political, economic and social reforms in 
the relevant countries; underlines the 
importance of continued support to allies, 
among others in the Rojava region, in the 
fight against the terrorist organisation 
ISIS;

Or. en

Amendment 36
Evin Incir, Nacho Sánchez Amor

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3c. Welcomes the additional 
contribution provided to UNRWA in 2022, 
and encourages the Commission to 
increase EU's financial support to the 
Agency also in 2023 to meet urgent needs; 
welcomes the resumption of financial 
support to al-Haq and other Palestinian 
NGOs, after the accusations of terrorism 
moved by Israel resulted to be 
unsubstantiated;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the conditionality 
requirements regarding rule of law for 
every euro committed in the 2023 budget;

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region; calls on the Commission to 
prioritise the alignment of accession 
countries with the EU’s common foreign 
and security policy and to reconsider, in 
this light, any EU funds, including 
projects financed under the Western 
Balkan Economic and Investment Plan, 
in order to ensure that all EU 
expenditures are fully in line with the 
EU’s own strategic goals and interests 
and not contradictory to them; continues 
to insist on the conditionality requirements 
regarding rule of law for every euro 
committed in the 2023 budget; and calls 
on the Commission to implement the 
recommendations of the European Court 
of Auditors Special Report 01/2022, in 
order to ensure an effective impact of EU 
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financial assistance in support to the rule 
of law in the Western Balkans, in 
particular by developing guidelines on the 
application of IPA III provisions on 
modulation/ conditionality;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the conditionality 
requirements regarding rule of law for 
every euro committed in the 2023 budget;

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical risk, 
especially as organised crime would be 
given a open highway to wealthier 
Member States in the North, notes that 
multiple countries wishing to join the EU 
are already NATO members and unlikely 
to side with Russia, insists on thorough 
scrutiny and follow-up for every euro 
spent within and outside of the EU from 
the 2023 EU-budget;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Nathalie Loiseau

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the conditionality 
requirements regarding rule of law for 

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the conditionality 
requirements regarding rule of law, and the 
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every euro committed in the 2023 budget; fight against corruption, for every euro 
committed in the 2023 budget; calls for 
enhanced coherence among the EU’s 
various financing instruments to ensure 
that a genuinely integrated approach can 
be taken;

Or. fr

Amendment 40
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the conditionality 
requirements regarding rule of law for 
every euro committed in the 2023 budget;

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked war of aggression 
against Ukraine, which resonated strongly 
across the region, but insists on the 
conditionality requirements regarding rule 
of law for every euro committed in the all 
financial commitments in the 2023 
budget;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Peter van Dalen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the conditionality 
requirements regarding rule of law for 

4. Continues to see the merit based 
integration of the Western Balkans as a 
geopolitical priority, especially in the 
context of Russia’s unprovoked aggression 
against Ukraine, which resonated strongly 
across the region, but insists on the 
conditionality requirements regarding rule 
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every euro committed in the 2023 budget; of law for every euro committed in the 
2023 budget;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Jean-Lin Lacapelle, Thierry Mariani

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Continues to see the Western 
Balkans integration as a geopolitical 
priority, especially in the context of 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression against 
Ukraine, which resonated strongly across 
the region, but insists on the 
conditionality requirements regarding 
rule of law for every euro committed in 
the 2023 budget;

4. Takes the view that the integration 
of the Western Balkans is at odds with the 
interests of the Member States and the 
European nations, and points out, in that 
regard, that a study carried out in 2019 by 
the European Council on Foreign 
Relations confirmed that a majority of 
Member State citizens did not support the 
integration of the Western Balkans into 
the EU1b ;

_________________
1b https://eupinions.eu/de/blog/eu-citizens-
remain-against-further-enlargement

Or. fr

Amendment 43
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls for sufficient funding for 
Turkish civil society under IPA III; 
recalls the important role played by 
Turkey in welcoming refugees from Syria; 
takes the view that the EU should 
continue to give the necessary support to 
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Syrian and other refugees and host 
communities in Turkey by means of a mix 
of longer-term, predictable, fully 
transparent, and rapidly deployable 
funding under instruments established for 
the 2021-2027 multiannual financial 
framework (MFF) and potential 
contributions from the Member States as 
external assigned revenue, taking into 
account all financial instruments 
provided under the Financial Regulation; 
calls for a fully-fledged human rights 
impact assessment of the EU-Turkey 
Statement and underlines the importance 
of both parties’ compliance with 
fundamental rights as part of its 
implementation;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Nathalie Loiseau

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Points out, furthermore, that 
Russia is waging hybrid warfare, 
including disinformation campaigns, in 
Ukraine, the Western Balkans, the 
candidate countries and sub-Saharan 
Africa, and throughout the EU; 
emphasises that such campaigns are 
damaging the effectiveness of EU action, 
especially as regards foreign and defence 
policy; calls, therefore, for more funding 
to be allocated to EU StratCom in order to 
establish genuine strategic 
communication, to raise the EU’s profile 
and to counter the disinformation 
campaigns; stresses that strengthening 
the task force on responding to Russian 
disinformation should not be detrimental 
to efforts to combat disinformation 
originating from other regions of the 
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world;

Or. fr

Amendment 45
David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Tomáš Zdechovský, 
Lukas Mandl, Sara Skyttedal

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses that the EU and its 
Member States’ capacities to counter 
disinformation, hybrid warfare, 
propaganda and espionage must be 
strengthened due to, among other 
reasons, Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine; calls for further funding 
for strategic communication to counter 
malicious interference, and reiterates the 
need of dedicated StratCom Task Forces, 
including one focused on interference 
emanating from the Middle East, in 
particular from Iran;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Evin Incir, Nacho Sánchez Amor

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Asks to strengthen the budget for 
election observation missions, given their 
role in consolidating democratic 
institutions and bringing stability in 
fragile countries, as well as to reinforce 
the budgets for the preservation of human 
rights, including by supporting women 
activists, and the assistance to civil society 
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organisations, including the ones 
committed to women's empowerment;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Petras Auštrevičius

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls for additional support for 
actions to promote fundamental rights, 
human rights and democracy, in 
particular to promote gender equality and 
to ensure women's and girls' access to 
education, public life and the labour 
market, and calls for tangible results to be 
achieved in terms of providing 
educational opportunities for girls and 
women in Afghanistan;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Michael Gahler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Welcomes the recent 
announcement of EU’s commitment to 
multiannual funding to UNRWA and 
calls for an increase of the financial 
support to the Agency in 2023, in view of 
its role as key element for stability in a 
volatile region;

Or. en
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Amendment 49
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Calls for securing adequate 
resources for timely and effective 
implementation of the new agenda for the 
Mediterranean, based on the stated 
priorities dealing with human 
development, good governance and the 
rule of law for the benefit of both the EU 
and Southern Neighbourhood countries 
and their populations;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Stresses that the humanitarian aid 
budget for Afghanistan and neighbouring 
countries should be strongly increased to 
support and protect vulnerable Afghans 
and their families, including Internally 
Displaced People and refugees, and to 
enhance resettlement; demands that, 
unless the respect for human rights and 
especially the rights of women and girls 
can be guaranteed, development 
assistance to the Afghan regime remains 
suspended and is redirected towards and 
limited to independent development and 
humanitarian organisations in line with 
EU external action objectives;

Or. en
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Amendment 51
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4d. Emphasises the need to increase 
funding to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA), in light of the 
crucial role it plays in protecting and 
ensuring the essential needs of Palestine 
refugees as well as contributing to their 
human development;

Or. en

Amendment 52
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of supply chains 
and agri-food systems and the eroded 
macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis;

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of supply chains 
and agri-food systems and the eroded 
macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis; calls in this regard on 
the European Commission to address food 
insecurity in certain countries in the 
Southern Neighbourhood and Africa and 
devise a robust policy and assistance 
response for this purpose without further 
delay; supporting sustainable local 
agricultural systems, less input-intensive 
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and more climate relevant agricultural 
practices notably based on the Food and 
Resilience Facility, as well as support 
efforts to roll out universal social 
protection;

Or. en

Amendment 53
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of supply chains 
and agri-food systems and the eroded 
macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis;

5. Recalls that food security is a 
Member State responsibility and rejects 
the added value of additional EU-funding 
to address the fragility of supply chains and 
agri-food systems and the eroded macro-
economic stability of third countries; notes 
that Russia’s unjustifiable, unprovoked and 
illegal war of aggression against Ukraine 
has further stressed the global system 
already impacted by the COVID-19 crisis; 
emphasises that the EU-budget can never 
be a panacea for all the ills of the world;
therefore urges restraint and welcomes all 
cuts and re-prioritisations within the EU-
budget;

Or. en

Amendment 54
Maria Arena

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of supply chains 
and agri-food systems and the eroded 

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of supply chains 
and agri-food systems and the eroded 
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macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis;

macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis; calls for strengthening 
the European Endowment for Democracy 
(EED), including the support for local 
women's organisations active in the 
Afghanistan crisis;

Or. en

Amendment 55
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of supply chains 
and agri-food systems and the eroded 
macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis;

5. Calls for additional funding to 
address both the fragility of global supply 
chains and agri-food systems and the 
eroded macro-economic stability of many 
countries; notes that Russia’s unjustifiable, 
unprovoked and illegal war of aggression 
against Ukraine has further stressed the 
global system already impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis, in particular in the food 
and energy security domains;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Peter van Dalen, Miriam Lexmann, David Lega, Francisco José Millán Mon

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Welcomes the intention of the 
Commission to soon appoint a new 
Special Envoy for the promotion of the 
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freedom of religion or belief outside the 
EU; regrets, however, that the post has 
been vacant for over two years, in part 
due to the unforeseen resignation of the 
previous Special Envoy, and that the 
procedure of appointing a new Special 
Envoy has taken disproportionately long 
given the continuing decline of religious 
freedom around the world; calls on the 
Commission to formalise the appointment 
as soon as possible and to provide the 
Special Envoy with adequate resources, 
both in terms of staff and funding, to 
effectively carry out the mandate;

Or. en

Amendment 57
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls for additional funding to 
address the recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic in vulnerable countries, 
especially in the Latin America and the 
Caribbean region, to contribute to 
fostering a green, digital and sustainable 
international economic recovery as well 
as the Union’s resilience and strategic 
autonomy;

Or. en

Amendment 58
Petras Auštrevičius

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls for increased funding for 
humanitarian aid to alleviate food 
shortages, especially in Afghanistan, 
where half of the population is facing 
severe hunger;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Petras Auštrevičius

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Notes the possibility of radioactive 
accidents emanating from the unsafe 
Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant in 
Astravyets, and from Russia’s military 
actions against Ukrainian nuclear power 
installations, and urges appropriate EU 
and its Member States preparation to face 
such danger;

Or. en

Amendment 60
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls to urgently launch a 
discussion on Heading 6, with a view to 
propose further measures; notes that the 
funding for external action has been 
lagging behind the geopolitical necessities;

6. Calls to urgently launch a 
discussion on Heading 6, with a view to 
propose further measures; notes that the 
funding for external action has been 
lagging behind the geopolitical necessities; 
stresses the need to increase the 
humanitarian aid budget line (HUMA) 
meaningfully to address the 
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unprecedented level of humanitarian 
needs worldwide, aggravated by the 
Russian aggression in Ukraine and its 
global economics repercussions, notably 
in terms of food insecurity worldwide; 
highlights that funds from the Solidarity 
and Emergency Aid Reserve (SEAR) can 
be mobilised for humanitarian crises 
outside the EU throughout the whole 
financial year;

Or. en

Amendment 61
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls to urgently launch a 
discussion on Heading 6, with a view to 
propose further measures; notes that the 
funding for external action has been 
lagging behind the geopolitical necessities;

6. Calls to urgently launch a 
discussion on Heading 6, with a view to 
propose further measures; notes that the 
funding for external action has been 
lagging behind the geopolitical necessities 
at a time when, more than ever, the 
situation outside the EU has a direct and 
significant impact on the security and 
well-being of European citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls to urgently launch a 
discussion on Heading 6, with a view to 
propose further measures; notes that the 
funding for external action has been 

6. Regrets the obsession of some to 
make EU external policies more visible; 
calls to urgently launch a discussion on 
Heading 6, with a view to cut costs and 



AM\1261196EN.docx 35/48 PE735.521v02-00

EN

lagging behind the geopolitical 
necessities;

return a surplus to net-paying Member 
States; notes that funding for external 
action has been extravagant, 
ineffective and wasteful;

Or. en

Amendment 63
Jean-Lin Lacapelle, Thierry Mariani

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls to urgently launch a 
discussion on Heading 6, with a view to 
propose further measures; notes that the 
funding for external action has been 
lagging behind the geopolitical 
necessities;

6. Wonders how appropriate it is for 
the EU to fund third countries when the 
EU is in the grip of an economic and 
geopolitical crisis ;

Or. fr

Amendment 64
Jean-Lin Lacapelle, Thierry Mariani

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Increases therefore the level of 
commitment appropriations for Heading 6 
by EUR xxxxxxx above the DB (excluding 
pilot projects and preparatory actions), to 
be financed by using the available margin 
and mobilising the special instruments.

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment 65
Charlie Weimers
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Increases therefore the level of 
commitment appropriations for Heading 6 
by EUR xxxxxxx above the DB (excluding 
pilot projects and preparatory actions), to 
be financed by using the available margin 
and mobilising the special instruments.

7. Decreases therefore the level of 
commitment appropriations for Heading 6 
by 90% or approximately EUR 15 
billion less for 2023 compared with the 
DB (including pilot projects and 
preparatory actions - that also should face 
drastic reductions and mandatory ex-
ante cost-benefit analysis); calls for all 
surplus funds to be transferred back to 
net-paying Member States or be used 
solely to repay NextGenerationEU debts;

Or. en

Amendment 66
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Emphasises that the protection 
and promotion of human rights globally 
continues to be a core interest for EU’s 
external actions; reiterates the need for 
increased funding dedicated to supporting 
human rights worldwide, especially where 
there is closure of civic spaces, and with a 
particular focus on the protection of 
human rights defenders and journalists, 
in particular those most at risk; calls for 
increased funding to strengthen the 
capacities of EU Delegation and key 
stakeholders in designing and 
implementing key public policies;

Or. en
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Amendment 67
Nacho Sánchez Amor, Evin Incir

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Calls for the extension of the Pilot 
Project ‘Towards a European Diplomatic 
Academy’ by one year in order to provide 
a more solid basis, thereby ensuring the 
sustainability of the project, through the 
extension of the study for the creation of a 
European Diplomatic Academy, which 
should also focus on target groups of a 
future academy, including the possibility 
of those interested in becoming EU 
Diplomats in the future who are not 
Member States’ diplomats, as well as by 
organising a second pilot academic year;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Notes with deep regret the 
financial support for non-violent 
Islamism from the EU budget which is 
undermining our European way of life; 
therefore calls for an in-depth 
examination followed by complete stop of 
all funding from the EU-budget to 
islamist organisations or organisations 
with ties to islamists;

Or. en

Amendment 69



PE735.521v02-00 38/48 AM\1261196EN.docx

EN

Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Calls for the provision of sufficient 
and sustainable funding for civil society 
organisations and their protection, with 
particular attention for those working on 
environmental and climate protection, 
gender equality, sexual and reproductive 
health and rights (SRHR), as well as with 
the LGBTIQ+ community;

Or. en

Amendment 70
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Calls on the Commission to 
finance physical barriers at the Union's 
external borders as requested by 16 
Member States in a joint statement of 
January 21 2022;

Or. en

Amendment 71
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7c. Regrets that while the Commission 
funds circus workshops to integrate lone-
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arrival migrants1a,the Commission does 
not fund physical border barriers as the 
Commission does not consider physical 
barriers such as fences to be "the most 
efficient tool to improve border 
management"1b; calls on the Commission 
to urgently reassess its stance on the 
funding of border barriers and the 
funding of clown shows;
_________________
1a 
https://web.archive.org/web/20220120035
844/https://www.migrationsverket.se/Andr
a-aktorer/EU-fonder/Beviljade-
projekt/Flikar/Asyl/Cirkus-for-hopp-och-
styrka.html
1b Answer by Commissioner Johansson to 
question E-03322/2021 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/doc
ument/E-9-2021-003322-ASW_EN.html

Or. en

Amendment 72
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7c. Underlines the urgent need for 
reinforcing and speeding up the EU’s 
financial contribution to the global action 
against the climate crisis and biodiversity 
loss in view of calamitous consequence of 
ongoing climate change;

Or. en

Amendment 73
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7d. Welcomes the EU’s readiness to 
tackle most pressing global challenges by 
investing into the sustainable development 
of the global infrastructure, in particular 
in green technologies and digital 
connectivity through the EU Global 
Gateway, while fully respecting the SDGs, 
the Paris Agreement and the rights of 
indigenous peoples and local 
communities; calls on the Commission to 
work on an effective governance of the 
Global Gateway Strategy which has to be 
taken forward under the overall steer of 
the President of the Commission, and to 
coordinate closely in this regard with the 
HRVP and EEAS, the Council and the 
European Parliament, making sure that 
active ownership is given to EU 
institutions and to Member States under 
the Team Europe approach;

Or. en

Amendment 74
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7d. Urges the Commission to launch, 
without delay, effective and wide-reaching 
communication campaigns targeting 
diaspora communities in the European 
Union representing the highest 
proportions of illegal arrivals and 
strategic communication campaigns 
targeting potential illegal migrants in 
source and transit countries with 
messages deterring potential migrants 
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from considering illegal means of arrival 
to the Member States of the European 
Union;

Or. en

Amendment 75
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7e. Highlights the importance of an 
increase in funding for including and 
streamlining the fight against malicious 
interference and disinformation within 
the EU policy approach, EU external 
action and EU countermeasures, in 
particular in light of the Russian war of 
aggression against Ukraine and its 
repercussions; welcomes the increase of 
EUR 1,7 million proposed for the 
Information policy and strategic 
communication for external action line; 
emphasises the relevance of coordination 
among EU institutions and sufficient 
funding for a structure that serves as a 
focal point for civil society organisations, 
research organisations and other relevant 
actors; stresses the need for the EEAS 
StratCom Task Forces to have a stable 
funding source and for an increase of 
funding to address emerging challenges 
of foreign interference, especially from 
Russia and China;

Or. en

Amendment 76
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 7 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7e. Calls on the Commission to 
provide a strong and clear policy steer to 
ensure EU development aid and 
investments are not greenlighted unless 
the beneficiary state has agreed to 
migration management agreements that 
allow for the return of all citizens with a 
valid deportation order in a Member State 
or the establishment of third country 
partner state asylum processing and 
reception centres;

Or. en

Amendment 77
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7f. Considers it of utmost importance 
that no funding from the EU budget 
undermine the lawful use and ownership 
of firearms; notes that the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine has reminded Europe 
of the added value provided by an armed 
citizenry as both a deterrent to foreign 
and domestic aggressors alike; respects 
and welcomes the fact that not all 
European countries demilitarized or 
disarmed their population following the 
end of the Cold War; rejects any and all 
attempts to justify going after legal 
firearms under the pretext of protecting 
the EU from arms sourced in the Russo-
Ukrainian war;

Or. en
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Amendment 78
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7f. In order to strengthen the EU’s 
strategic sovereignty, strategic solidarity 
with like-minded countries, and the 
Union’s ability to contribute to 
international stability, security and peace, 
in particular as regards the promotion 
and respect for international law, in close 
cooperation with the UN, NATO, OSCE, 
AU and partner countries, or if needed, 
alone and to promote the EU’s values 
through its partnerships;

Or. en

Amendment 79
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7g. Deplores that the Commission has 
allocated EUR 66.55 million for the 
NextGenerationEU promotional 
campaign, which seeks to increase 
awareness, ‘inspire and empower’ and 
‘make EU citizens aware of 
NextGenerationEU and the impact it will 
have on their daily lives; notes that the 
campaign has been fully launched in 22 
Member States over the past nine months 
and has already become the 
Commission’s ‘most visible 
communication campaign’, reaching ‘a 
higher percentage of the population’ than 
ever before1a; notes that the Commission 
believes that the Recovery and Resilience 
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Facility presents ‘unprecedented 
opportunities (and challenges) for the 
next five years’ and that guidance has 
been issued to Member States inviting 
them to submit an outline of a 
communication strategy, including 
‘success stories’1b; notes with concern 
that the European Parliament’s 
‘Communication plan: Economic and 
Social Recovery of the EU’ includes 
communication initiatives targeting 
journalists and opinion multipliers as well 
as the ‘general public that have in general 
a positive vision of the EU, stakeholders 
and EU enthusiasts (‘groups that are 
actively engaged with EU affairs’)1c;
_________________
1a Answer by Commission President von 
der Leyen to question E-000431/2022 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/doc
ument/E-9-2022-000431-ASW_EN.html
1b Communicating the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility, DG Economic and 
Financial Affairs, European Commission
1c Communication plan: Economic and 
Social Recovery of the EU, DG 
Communication, European Parliament

Or. en

Amendment 80
Ernest Urtasun
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7g. Stresses the need for regular 
monitoring of the impact of the EU 
budget on gender equality and for 
effectively implementing gender 
budgeting in EU external action; calls to 
increase funding to seek to reduce 
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inequalities, particularly for women and 
young people, and promoting SRHR 
worldwide; calls for an increase in the 
budget to effectively implement the EU 
institutions’ commitment to GAP III in 
their structures, including by ensuring 
sufficient resources for the EEAS’ 
Gender and Diversity Adviser, the 
presence of dedicated gender advisers 
across the institutions, and to implement 
mandatory trainings on gender equality 
across the EEAS, EU Delegations and 
CSDP missions and operations, including 
on harassment;

Or. en

Amendment 81
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 h (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7h. Regrets the one-sided nature of the 
recently adopted "Institutional 
communication strategy for the 2024 
European elections", a self-
described "modern get-out-the-vote 
communication strategy" which "overall 
narrative will aim at highlighting what 
Europe does for European citizens and 
how it matters, in particular for young 
people"; notes with concern the 
institutional communication strategy only 
promotes positive aspects of EU measures, 
focuses on "delivery" as well as "what 
Europe does for me"; further notes with 
grave concern that the communication 
strategy primarily targets pro-EU 
audiences and mobilises and funds pro-
integration activists, celebrities and 
influences, in effect a get out the vote 
campaign supporting pro-integrationist 
political forces; rejects outright the notion 
that media grants "proved an enormously 
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successful tool" in 2019 and rejects the 
decision for them to be "substantially 
expanded in 2024";

Or. en

Amendment 82
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 i (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7i. Deplores that the European 
Parliament funds pro-integration activist 
organisations such as the European 
Movement, Jean Monnet Association and 
Young European Federalists; considers it 
highly problematic that the European 
Parliament is funding media 
organisations1a; considers it inappropriate 
for politicians to make those that are 
supposed to scrutinize them – journalists 
– financially dependent; rejects and 
repudiates the decision of the European 
Parliament Bureau to "substantially 
expand" funding for media organisations 
in 2024;
_________________
1a 
https://www.brusselsreport.eu/2021/07/07/
how-the-european-parliament-
financially-supports-mass-media/

Or. en

Amendment 83
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 j (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

7j. Rejects funding of activist 
organisations and considers such 
practices damaging to the reputation of 
EU institutions which should be 
politically neutral; considers it necessary 
for all grants and subsidies to be 
accompanied with clear and publicly 
available descriptions of activities funded; 
abhors the practice of providing a general 
"association grant" without further 
public information as to what activities 
have been funded; considers it necessary 
to urgently end the practice of funding 
activist organisations;

Or. en

Amendment 84
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 k (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7k. Calls on the EU to be upfront and 
transparent with citizens regarding which 
media or activist organisations the 
institutions have funded; urges all EU 
institutions to go further than the 
minimum requirements set out in the 
Financial Regulation and disclose all 
grants and subsidies awarded without 
delay;

Or. en

Amendment 85
Charlie Weimers

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 l (new)



PE735.521v02-00 48/48 AM\1261196EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

7l. Calls for all EU funding of the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) to 
be reviewed and conditioned to ensure it 
does not promote hatred, incitement and 
terrorism; supports redirecting these 
funds to support women and children 
fleeing Putin's war of aggression against 
Ukraine;

Or. en


