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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Notes with concern the Commission proposal for more than a half a billion euro decrease 

in both commitment and payment appropriations for Heading 4 expenditure (Global 

Europe); stresses that an ad hoc one-year increase, such as that in 2017, can hardly be 

considered sufficient in view of the pressing needs for stronger EU external action; 

2. Underlines that, while greater flexibility is needed in order to enhance the Union's crisis 

response capacity, this must not come at the cost of existing priority areas of the External 

Financing Instruments and long-term policies; calls for the margin of over EUR 230 

million in Heading 4 to be allocated and the necessary flexibility to be ensured through the 

available mechanisms of the Multiannual Financial Framework; 

3. Draws attention to recent worrying political developments in the Western Balkans that 

require the Union's urgent attention to avoid progress achieved in the past decades being 

put into question; rejects, therefore, the proposed cut of almost EUR 90 million to support 

for political reforms in the region under the Instrument for Pre-Accession assistance 

(IPA);  

4. Underlines the strategic importance of both the Southern and Eastern neighbourhood for 

the Union and demands that the proposed decrease of resources for the European 

Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) is avoided;  

5. Welcomes the fact that the proposed appropriations for the Instrument contributing to 

Stability and Peace (IcSP) return to their pre-2017 levels and are further strengthened in 

view of new capacity building tasks which should result from the ongoing revision of the 

IcSP regulation; 

6. Stresses the importance of stimulating cooperative defence research in Europe for 

addressing key capability shortfalls at a time when international developments 

increasingly require Europe to step up its efforts on defence; fully supports the increased 

allocation for the Preparatory Action on defence research;  

7. Reiterates its request for the budget line for the EU Special Representatives to be 

transferred from the CFSP budget to the EEAS in order to strengthen the coherence of the 

Union’s external action.  

 


