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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that the budgetary year 2021 is the first of the 2021-2027 multi-annual financial 
framework (MFF); further notes that the bulk of external action spending is 
concentrated in the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation 
Instrument (NDICI), on which inter-institutional legislative negotiations are still 
ongoing;

2. Regrets that the new nomenclature for the external action part as proposed by the 
Commission is much less detailed than the previous one, reducing transparency, 
scrutiny, and limiting the budgetary authority’s capacity to make budgetary choices 
reflecting political priorities; insists, therefore, that a more differentiated budget 
structure, with dedicated lines for the most important beneficiaries and sub-regions, is 
needed;

3. Rejects the deep cuts to heading 6 in the European Council agreement on the MFF of 21 
July 2020, which would leave the NDICI at a lower level than its predecessor 
instruments during the current financial programming period;

4. Calls for increased funding levels for all geographic and thematic programmes under 
the NDICI, in line with its first-reading position on the latter; reiterates its position that 
the thematic programmes within the NDICI, including on human rights and democracy 
and on EU elections observation missions, should be reinforced in order to allow the 
Union to maintain its strong role in these priority areas; 

5. Emphasises the need for increased funding for the Western Balkan countries and the 
countries of the Eastern and Southern Neighbourhood in order to support political and 
economic reforms, with a focus on the most committed partners following the principle 
of ‘more for more and less for less’; 

6. Welcomes the stronger focus of the funding under the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA III) on the so-called fundamentals, notably democracy, the rule of law, 
respect for human and fundamental rights, good governance and civil society, as well as 
people-to-people contacts.


