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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) was invoked for the first 
time in the context of the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union; whereas, 
as a result of the consistency and transparency of the Union’s approach, Article 50 TEU 
mostly proved fit for purpose in safeguarding the integrity of the EU legal order, 
guaranteeing legal clarity and security for citizens and businesses, and ensuring the 
orderly nature of the UK’s withdrawal;

B. whereas the EU’s unity throughout the process, and in particular Parliament’s close 
involvement in all aspects related to the implementation of Article 50 TEU, provided a 
solid basis for the conclusion of the Withdrawal Agreement and the negotiations on the 
future relationship;

1. Recalls that, as per Article 50(2) TEU, withdrawal agreements are to take account of the 
framework for the withdrawing state’s future relationship with the Union;

2. Recalls that the framework for the future relationship between the EU and the UK was 
laid down in the Political Declaration accompanying the Withdrawal Agreement, which 
includes clear provisions established by both parties on cooperation in the areas of 
foreign policy, security and defence;

3. Regrets that the legally non-binding nature of the Political Declaration gave the UK 
legal grounds not to engage with crucial parts of its content, in particular those relating 
to foreign and security policy, which therefore formed no part of the negotiations;

4. Believes that for the framework on the future relationship between a withdrawing 
Member State and the Union to inform the withdrawal agreement, its nature must in 
future be unequivocal, irrevocable and binding on the negotiations on the future 
relationship upon the entry into force of the relevant withdrawal agreement.


