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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas the potential for fast, efficient and effective foreign policy, security and 
defence action, as set out in the Lisbon Treaty, has only been used in a very limited way 
over the past decade due to a lack of political will from the Member States;

B. whereas the use of passerelle clauses would immediately boost the efficiency of 
decision-making in the field of the common foreign and security policy (CFSP) and 
would be highly appropriate given the dramatic change to the European security 
environment as a result of the Russian war against Ukraine;

C. whereas the Czech Presidency of the Council sent a letter to the Member States with a 
list of specific policy areas that could be switched to qualified majority voting (QMV);

1. Regrets that passerelle clauses have never been used in the field of the CFSP, even 
though the Russian war against Ukraine has clearly called for more efficient and swift 
decision-making;

2. Urges the Council Presidency to follow up on the Czech initiative in an effective way 
by putting the use of the passerelle clauses in the field of the CFSP on the agenda;

3. Urges the Member States to switch to QMV for decisions in all areas of the CFSP, 
starting within a year with priority areas such as the EU global human rights sanctions 
regime, restrictive measures and other instruments linked to the Russian war against 
Ukraine and interim steps in the enlargement process; stresses that unanimity decisions 
should remain required for the creation and deployment of military missions or 
operations under the common security and defence policy (CSDP);

4. Reiterates the need for strong parliamentary oversight of the CFSP and CSDP to ensure 
accountability and democratic legitimacy; calls on the Council, Commission and 
European External Action Service to proactively engage with Parliament and keep it 
informed; commits itself to improving the efficiency of its oversight mechanisms, so as 
to potentially speed up decision-making within the Council.


