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PROPOSAL FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RECOMMENDATION TO THE 
COUNCIL 

on the 71st session of the United Nations General Assembly 

(2016/2020(INI)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Treaty on European Union (TEU), in particular Articles 21, 34 and 

36 thereof, 

– having regard to the 70th session of the United Nations General Assembly, 

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 22 June 2015 on the EU priorities for the 

70th UN General Assembly, 

– having regard to the Charter of the United Nations, 

– having regard to the proposal for a recommendation to the Council on the 71st session 

of the United Nations General Assembly by Andrey Kovatchev, on behalf of the PPE 

Group (B8-1374/2015), 

– having regard to its recommendation to the Council of 18 April 2013 on the UN 

principle of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ (R2P)1, 

– having regard to its recommendation to the Council of 2 April 2014 on the 69th session 

of the United Nations General Assembly2, 

– having regard to its resolution of 24 November 2015 on the role of the EU within the 

UN – how to better achieve EU foreign policy goals3, 

– having regard to its resolution of 4 February 2016 on the systematic mass murder of 

religious minorities by the so-called ‘ISIS/Daesh’4, 

– having regard to Rules 134(3) and 113 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the opinion of the 

Committee on Development (A8-0000/2016), 

A. whereas the EU’s commitment to effective multilateralism, with the UN at its core, is an 

integral part of the EU’s external policy and is rooted in the conviction that a 

multilateral system founded on universal rules and values is best suited to address 

global crises, challenges and threats; 

B. whereas the EU should play a proactive part in building a United Nations that can 

effectively contribute to global solutions, peace and security, human rights, democracy 

                                                 
1 OJ C 45, 5.2.2016, p. 89. 
2 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2014)0259. 
3 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2015)0403. 
4 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2016)0051. 
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and a rule-of-law-based international order; 

C. whereas the EU and its Member States are collectively the single largest financial 

contributor to the UN system, providing about one third of the UN’s regular budget, 

close to two-fifths of the UN’s peacekeeping budget and about one half of all 

contributions to UN funds and programmes; 

D. whereas the EU’s security environment is increasingly unstable and volatile owing to a 

large number of longstanding or newly emerging challenges, including violent conflicts, 

terrorism, organised crime, unprecedented migration waves and climate change, which 

are impossible to address at national level and require regional and global responses;  

1. Addresses the following recommendations to the Council: 

Peace and security 

(a) to continue to support multilateral attempts to find lasting political solutions to 

ongoing conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa, in particular in Syria, 

Libya and Yemen; to continue to support the work of the Special Envoy of the 

UN Secretary-General for Syria, the Special Representative and Head of the UN 

Support Mission in Libya, and the Special Envoy of the Un Secretary-General for 

Yemen; to call for continued humanitarian, financial and political assistance from 

the international community in order to address the humanitarian situation, and to 

work towards the immediate cessation of violence; 

(b) to call for increased support for the efforts of the international community and 

regional organisations to manage security crises on the African continent, in 

particular in Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Central African Republic, Mali, 

Nigeria and Burundi; to encourage UN Member States to join the EU in 

supporting the increasing role and own capacities of the African Union in 

mediation and crisis management; 

(c) to explore new prospects for strengthened cooperation between the EU and the 

UN in the context of reshaping their strategic visions on security, through, on the 

one hand, the new EU Global Strategy on Foreign and Security Policy and, on the 

other, the UN’s revision of its peace operations, peacebuilding architecture and 

women, peace and security agenda (Security Council Resolution 1325) and 

synergies between them; 

(d) to promote a culture of prevention within the UN system in order to improve its 

capacity to respond to emerging crises and potential threats to peace and security; 

to strive to enhance early communication and further develop procedures for crisis 

consultation between the EU and the UN in order to better coordinate their crisis 

response, avoiding unnecessary duplication; 

(e) to increase Member State support for UN peacekeeping operations, in particular 

by contributing personnel and equipment, and to enhance the EU’s facilitating 

role in this respect; to further develop procedures for the use of EU Common 

Security and Defence Policy in support of UN operations; 
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(f) to continue to support the efforts to further the operationalisation of R2P and to 

support the UN in continuing to play a critical role in assisting countries in the 

implementation of R2P; 

Fight against terrorism 

(g) to reiterate its unequivocal condemnation of terrorism and its full support for 

actions aimed at the defeat and eradication of terrorist organisations, in particular, 

the so-called ‘ISIS/Daesh’, which poses a clear threat to regional and international 

security;  

(h) to step up efforts to clamp down on recruitment and fight terrorist propaganda, in 

particular online, especially social media platforms; to support counter-

radicalisation and de-radicalisation policies in line with the UN Plan of Action to 

Prevent Violent Extremism; 

(i) to work with the UN General Assembly in combating the financing of terrorism 

and to build mechanisms to designate terrorist individuals and organisations and 

strengthen asset-freezing mechanisms worldwide; 

(j) to provide support to the UN Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force in 

order to ensure coordination and coherence in the implementation of the UN 

Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, using the resources and expertise of 25 UN 

system entities and of Interpol; 

Non-proliferation and disarmament 

(k) to support UN efforts to prevent non-state actors and terrorist groups from 

developing or acquiring weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems 

and contribute to the comprehensive review of Security Council Resolution 1540 

in 2016; to insist on full compliance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the 

Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological Weapons Convention; 

(l) to promote the full implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and 

encourage all UN Member States to sign and ratify the ATT; 

(m) to work towards more effective action against the diversion of and illicit trade in 

weapons and ammunitions, including Small Arms and Light Weapons, in 

particular by developing a weapons tracking system; 

Migration  

(n) to promote greater support for the work of UNHCR in implementing its 

international mandate to protect refugees; to stress the high funding gap between 

UNHCR’s budgetary needs and funds received and demand greater global 

solidarity;  

(o) to recall that enhanced coherence and coordination is required between the 

external and internal dimensions of migration policy and the development and 

external affairs agendas; 
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(p) to demand that greater efforts be made to prevent irregular migration and to fight 

migrant smuggling and human trafficking, in particular by combating criminal 

networks through timely and effective exchange of relevant intelligence 

information; to urge the full implementation of the UN Convention against 

Transnational Organised Crime and the Protocols thereto against the Smuggling 

of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; 

Human rights, democracy and the rule of law 

(q) to reiterate clearly and firmly that all human rights agreed under UN conventions 

are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and that respect for these 

rights must be enforced; 

(r) to continue to advocate for freedom of religion or belief; to urge greater efforts to 

protect the rights of religious minorities; to call for the repeal of blasphemy laws 

that serve as a pretext for the persecution of religious minorities and non-

believers; to support the work of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or 

belief; 

(s) to further work towards the universal abolition of the death penalty, leading the 

way towards the adoption of the next UN General Assembly resolution on a 

moratorium on the use of the death penalty;  

(t) to recall the obligation of the General Assembly, when electing the membership 

of the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC), to take into account candidates’ 

respect for the promotion and protection of human rights;  

(u) to strengthen the role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the 

international criminal justice system in order to promote accountability and to end 

impunity; 

Development 

(v) to work towards the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; to encourage and support countries to 

take ownership and establish national frameworks for the achievement of the 17 

goals; 

Climate change 

(w) to ensure that the EU remains at the forefront of the fight against climate change 

and cooperates further with the UN in this area; to ensure swift implementation of 

the decisions taken at the 2015 UN Climate Change Conference in Paris;  

EU and reform of the UN system 

(x) to support actively a comprehensive reform of the United Nations Security 

Council; to promote the revitalisation of the work of the General Assembly, and 

improved coordination and coherence of the action of all UN institutions, which 
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should enhance the efficiency, effectiveness, transparency, accountability, 

capacity and representativeness of the system; to support and build on the 

increased transparency in the process for the selection of the next UN 

Secretary-General, with candidates’ presentations being made in the General 

Assembly; 

2. Instructs its President to forward this recommendation to the Council, the Vice-

President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy and, for information, the Commission. 

 

 


