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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION 

on EU political relations with Latin America 

(2017/2027(INI)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Treaty on European Union (TEU), and in particular Title V thereof 

on EU external action, 

– having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), and in 

particular Part Five, Titles I-III and V thereof (Common Commercial Policy, 

Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid, and International Agreements),  

– having regard to the Council’s conclusions of 17 October 2016 on the Global Strategy 

on the European Union’s Foreign and Security Policy, 

– having regard to the Commission’s communication of 30 September 2009 entitled ‘The 

European Union and Latin America: Global Players in Partnership’ (COM(2009)0495), 

– having regard to the EU annual report on human rights and democracy in the world in 

2015 (Country and Regional Issues), 

– having regard to the declarations of the summits of Heads of State and Government of 

Latin America and the Caribbean and the European Union held to date and, in 

particular, the Declaration of the second EU-Community of Latin American and 

Caribbean States (CELAC) Summit, held in Brussels from 10-11 June 2015 under the 

theme ‘Shaping our common future: working together for prosperous, cohesive and 

sustainable societies for our citizens’, which adopted the political declaration entitled 

‘A Partnership for the next generation’,  

– having regard to the EU-CELAC Civil Society Forum Declaration of 11 May 2015 

entitled ‘Equality, rights and democratic participation for the peoples of Europe and 

Latin America and the Caribbean’,  

– having regard to the joint communiqué of the first EU-CELAC Ministerial Inter-

Summit Meeting, held in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) between 25 and 26 

October 2016,  

– having regard to the declaration adopted at the 25th Ibero-American Summit of Heads 

of State and Government, held in Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) between 28 and 29 

October 2015 entitled ‘Youth, Entrepreneurship and Education’, 

– having regard to the political declaration of the fifth summit of the Heads of State and 

Government of the CELAC held in Punta Cana (Dominican Republic) on 25 January 

2017, 

– having regard to its resolution of 20 January 2016 in support of the peace process in 
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Colombia1, 

– having regard to its resolutions on Venezuela, in particular the resolution of 8 June 2016 

on the situation in Venezuela2,  

– having regard to the resolutions of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly 

(EuroLat), in particular its resolutions of 22 September 2016 on trade aspects of the 

various EU-LAC negotiations currently being conducted, on combating poverty as part 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, on the financing of political parties in the European Union and Latin 

America, and on the economic and financial relations with the People’s Republic of 

China from the perspective of the EU-LAC Bi-regional Strategic Partnership, and of 29 

March 2014 on femicide in the European Union and Latin America, 

– having regard to the EuroLat recommendation of 22 September 2016 on migration, 

development and the economic crisis, 

– having regard to the declaration by the Co-Presidents of the EuroLat of 21 September 

2016 on various topics relevant for bi-regional relations,  

– having regard to the declaration by the Co-Presidents of EuroLat of 7 February 2017 on 

the executive orders issued by the Trump Administration in the area of foreign policy 

and their repercussions on Latin America, 

– having regard to its resolution of 5 May 2010 on the EU strategy for relations with Latin 

America3,  

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the opinion of the 

Committee on Development (A8-0000/2017), 

A. whereas the Latin American and Caribbean region (LAC) constitutes a key partner for 

the EU when it comes to jointly facing current global challenges, such as the eradication 

of poverty, access to drinking water, peace and security, socioeconomic development, 

sustainability, the fight against climate change, the digital transformation and managing 

migration; 

B. whereas the 33 LAC countries have diverse political, economic and cultural realities 

that require different approaches within a coherent framework in the context of EU 

external action; 

C. whereas the LAC region has undergone significant changes in the past decade, such as 

the elevation of a large part of the population to the middle class through social policies 

and the overall consolidation of democracy, but also the end of the commodities super-

cycle that made millions of people vulnerable to falling back into poverty; 

                                                 
1 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2016)0016.  
2 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2016)0269. 
3 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2010)0141. 
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D. whereas the EU has also experienced important shifts in the past years, namely the 

economic crisis, an increase in inequality, the challenges linked to Brexit, the refugee 

crisis, and the significant rise in citizen discontent with political institutions;  

E. whereas the main geopolitical shifts currently in play in LAC countries, marked by the 

increasing presence of Asian states seeking economic partnership in the region, require 

that the EU stands up as a truthful ally to its partners in the LAC region;  

F. whereas the EU is the main source of development assistance in the LAC region, and 

whereas European cooperation is strong as a result of financial and triangular 

cooperation; 

1. Stresses that in the wake of the economic crisis, the EU and LAC countries are facing 

common challenges in the areas of economic growth, digital transformation, social 

inclusion and gender equality, while at the same time sharing common values such as 

democracy, human rights, peace and solidarity, and underlines that this partnership and 

political dialogue, based on common principles and interests in a horizontal 

relationship, has become crucial to the advancement of the bi-regional and cooperation 

exchange; 

2. Highlights the fact that the new geopolitical scenario reinforces the LAC region as a 

strategic priority for the EU’s foreign policy, as both regions share a common vision of 

the world based on multilateralism, dialogue, sustainability, the rule of law and open 

societies;  

3. Considers the expansion of cooperation and the building of stronger partnerships with 

LAC countries to be crucial, as complementary actions at both bi-regional and bilateral 

level; 

4. Underlines the importance of the EU-CELAC summits as a strategic bi-regional 

partnership in a new framework for political dialogue, and calls on the EU and on 

CELAC to reinforce this partnership and political dialogue by working on clearly 

identified common interests in order to address jointly key global challenges in 

multilateral fora, such as the United Nations and the G-20; 

5. Reiterates its support to regional integration inside the LAC region, and stresses the 

need for greater coordination between the different regional integration schemes 

existing in the region, while respecting differences in the pace of integration; stresses 

the need to speed up negotiations in order to reach an EU-Mercosur agreement that 

could establish an economic area based on similar trade and investment rules for almost 

all LAC and EU countries; 

6. Stresses that current global challenges, including the digital transformation, mass 

migration, cybersecurity, organised crime and terrorism, climate change, geopolitical 

shifts, inequality within and across countries, and drug trafficking, offer new 

opportunities for a strategic EU-LAC partnership in which a common vision is shared; 

7. Recalls that the goal of eradicating poverty and reducing inequality must be addressed 

through social cohesion and inclusion, and highlights the necessity of widening the 

middle class and protecting it from the effects of economic cycles; 
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8. Underlines the need to integrate the LAC economies in global value chains, based on a 

circular economic model, and to recognise the importance of developing bilateral and 

multilateral commercial agreements; 

9. Stresses the need to develop sustainable and effective tax systems in both regions, 

together with an appropriate tax culture, that could foster the development of welfare 

states providing public goods, such as public education, infrastructure and security, and 

reiterates that tax havens and tax avoidance are detrimental to social redistributive 

policies; 

10. Reiterates that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, along with the SDGs, 

should be the main tools of the EU-LAC cooperation, including all their dimensions of 

economic, social and sustainable development, not just poverty eradication; underlines 

the fact that the EU must continue to supply Official Development Assistance to LAC 

countries, including middle-income countries that no longer qualify for bilateral 

development cooperation under the differentiation principle; 

11. Urges the effective inclusion of women in all spheres of political and social life, with a 

view to enhancing their political participation, strenuously combatting femicides, 

guaranteeing the physical and psychological security, and employment equality, of 

women, and ensuring their fundamental rights, including sexual and reproductive rights; 

12. Reiterates the importance of the existence of work and education opportunities for 

young people, as they embody the future hopes for, and are a key factor in, the 

continent’s future political stability; encourages further cooperation in the form of 

bilateral university participation, knowledge exchange and international mobility 

between EU and LAC students; points out the need to advance full and mutual 

recognition of university degrees and to strengthen bi-regional cooperation in the 

quality and accreditation system; 

13. Highlights the advances in freedoms and social rights made in the last decade, and the 

great efforts made to elaborate public policies to distribute wealth and economic growth 

equally; notes the necessity to guarantee the rights and safety of religious minorities, 

indigenous groups, the LGTBI community and populations in rural areas; 

14. Reiterates that policies and practices on migration in the EU-LAC area must guarantee 

respect for human rights, with special attention given to women and minors, i.a. by re-

evaluating the emphasis on the securitisation of borders and the criminalisation of 

migrants; calls for measures to facilitate and improve mobility between the regions, 

while ensuring the mutual consistency of labour rights and enhancing the coordination 

of social security systems; 

15. Highlights the challenges both regions face in terms of security, which include terrorism 

and the fight against drug trafficking and organised crime, and encourages continued 

efforts to strengthen security cooperation through police and military coordination; 

16. Calls on the EU and LAC countries to address the problem of corruption through 

measures ranging from prevention to law enforcement and criminal prosecution, and 

points out that the existence of corruption undermines not only social welfare, but also 

the political legitimacy and quality of democratic government; 
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17. Calls for further cooperation in environmental issues, a major mutual interest, with 

special emphasis on the energy transition and decarbonisation process, which will have 

an impact on the economies of both regions; highlights the need to support research on 

and the deployment of renewable energies, the protection of nature, and policies to 

address the causes and consequences of climate change in a region that is acutely 

affected by its effects, taking into account the rights of local and indigenous 

communities in areas where natural resources are extracted; 

18. Highlights the importance of the opening of negotiations for the modernisation of the 

EU-Mexico Global Agreement, the progress made in the negotiations for the 

modernisation of the EU-Chile Association Agreement, and the speeding up of the EU-

Mercosur negotiations, and calls for the ratification of the EU-Central America 

Association Agreement by all national parliaments of the EU Members States; 

19. Stresses the importance of the recent adhesion of Ecuador to the Multi-Party Agreement 

with Colombia and Peru, and invites Bolivia to join as well, and welcomes the 

implementation of the Schengen short-stay visa waiver for Peru and Colombia, all of 

which contributes to enhancing the EU’s economic and cultural ties with these 

countries; 

20. Recognises the importance of the Ibero-American summits, under the leadership of the 

Ibero-American Secretariat General (SEGIB), and its added value to the overall 

partnership between the two regions as a forum for dialogue, coordination and 

cooperation, in particular in the fields of youth, education and entrepreneurship, and 

highlights its efforts to strengthen South-South cooperation; 

21. Reiterates that the EuroLat Assembly is a very successful tool for the parliamentary 

dimension of the strategic partnership, and for the political dialogue between EU and 

LAC, including civil society, as well as an important vehicle for transferring citizens’ 

demands to the EU-CELAC summits; stresses the importance of ensuring the visibility 

and diffusion of its discussions and conclusions, both via interaction with EU-CELAC 

summits and via national and regional institutional channels; 

22. Underlines the role of the EU-Latin America and Caribbean Foundation as an 

international organisation, and calls for its prompt ratification by all of its sixty-two 

members and for the establishment of permanent channels of cooperation between the 

Foundation and the EuroLat Assembly; 

23. Reiterates its support to the peace process in Colombia and undertakes to support the 

Colombian Government in its implementation, ensuring involvement of the whole of 

Colombian society, notably victims and civil society organisations, and guaranteeing 

the safety and protection of human rights activists and community leaders; urges the EU 

and its Member States to uphold their political and financial support, including the EU 

Trust Fund for Colombia, and supports the role of VP/HR’s Special Envoy for 

Colombia; 

24. Welcomes the signing on December 2016 of the Political Dialogue and Cooperation 

Agreement between the EU and Cuba; stresses the importance of speeding up its 

implementation, which can have a positive impact on the overall EU-CELAC 

partnership, and insists on the need for tangible results in the human rights dialogue; 
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25. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission and 

to the governments and parliaments of the CELAC countries. 

 


