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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 

on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European 

Union, of the Agreement establishing the EU-LAC International Foundation 

(11342/2016 – C8-0458/2016 – 2016/0217(NLE)) 

(Consent) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the draft Council decision (11342/2016), 

– having regard to the draft agreement establishing the EU-LAC International Foundation 

(11356/2016), 

– having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with 

Article 209(2) and Article 212(1), in conjunction with Article 218(6), second 

subparagraph, point (a), and Article 218(8), second subparagraph, of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) (C8-0458/2016), 

– having regard to Rule 99(1) and (4) and Rule 108(7) of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the recommendation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A8-

0000/2017), 

1. Gives its consent to the conclusion of the agreement; 

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission, and the 

governments and parliaments of the Member States and of the member countries of the 

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

Background 

Latin America, the Caribbean and the European Union launched the ‘Bi-regional Strategic 

Partnership’ at the First Rio de Janeiro Summit in 1999. Their strong historical, social and 

economic relations, together with their shared values, formed the basis for this ambitious 

project whose primary aims are dynamic political dialogue and the establishment of a forum 

for political and economic exchange between the two regions. The partnership moved to a 

new level in 2010 with the foundation of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 

States (CELAC). Established as a regional political platform bringing together 33 of the 

American continent’s countries, CELAC has become the EU’s counterpart in the bi-regional 

partnership. 

The EU-LAC Foundation 

The European Union – Latin America and Caribbean Foundation (EU-LAC Foundation) was 

established in 2010 by the Heads of State or Government of the European Union (EU) and of 

the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). The countries of the EU 

and of CELAC, as well as the EU itself, are its members. The Foundation is a tool of the EU-

CELAC partnership and its activities feed into intergovernmental dialogue in line with the bi-

regional action plan.  

The Foundation has as its mission to strengthen and promote the bi-regional strategic 

partnership, enhancing its visibility and fostering the active participation of civil societies 

from the countries concerned. 

The Agreement1 establishing the Foundation as an international organisation was signed on 

25 October 2016 in Santo Domingo during the Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of 

CELAC and the EU. The European Council is the depositary of the Agreement establishing 

the EU-LAC International Foundation. The Agreement was opened for ratification on 

25 October 2016 and remains so until the date of its entry into force.  

The EU-LAC Foundation has a number of programmes that examine the bi-regional 

relationship, delving more deeply into issues that are part of the bi-regional agenda and 

identifying within them new aspects of the partnership that might lead to new forms and areas 

of cooperation between the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

It also seeks to promote fora for dialogue and reflection with non-governmental actors, 

thereby enriching and strengthening the intergovernmental process as answers are sought to 

the challenges faced by societies in both regions. 

Promotion of work to analyse and make the bi-regional agenda known enables the EU-LAC 

Foundation to furnish intergovernmental bodies with proposals and approaches that may be 

taken into account during decision-making. The Foundation also has numerous publications, 

documents and bibliographical, academic and governmental reports on EU-LAC relations 

                                                 
1 To view the Agreement, available in 23 languages:  https://eulacfoundation.org/en/constitutive-agreement-eu-

lac-foundation  

https://eulacfoundation.org/en/constitutive-agreement-eu-lac-foundation
https://eulacfoundation.org/en/constitutive-agreement-eu-lac-foundation
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since 1999. It offers a one-stop service to researchers and others interested in the bi-regional 

relationship and the issues this covers.  

Rapporteur’s justification 

Relations between the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean are based on 

deep historical and cultural ties and links between peoples, as well as on international law, 

full respect for human rights, common values and principles, and mutual interests. The 

Agreement establishing the EU-LAC Foundation aims to study thoroughly the bi-regional 

strategic partnership. 

The European Union and CELAC have reaffirmed their support for all the purposes and 

principles set out in the Charter of the United Nations, and their commitment to upholding the 

sovereign equality of all states, respecting their territorial integrity and political independence, 

and to upholding the resolution of disputes by peaceful means and in conformity with justice 

and international law. Commitments have been made to refrain in international relations 

between the two regions from any behaviour which might contravene these principles, and to 

avoid recourse to threats or the use of force of any kind which is not in keeping with the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

EU-LAC cooperation has moved forward since CELAC was established in 2010, which is 

why we are celebrating progress made in improving bi-regional relations. Regional 

integration, political dialogue, cooperation, solidarity, complementarity and development of 

national and regional capacity, these are the processes that constitute the basic foundations of 

multilateralism and a more democratic and integrationist global governance. 

The EU-LAC Foundation will enable stronger bi-regional dialogue and in-depth studies of our 

mutual relationship so it reaches its full potential; it will enable the legitimate expectations of 

Latin American and EU citizens to be met and an effective response to be found to global 

challenges. 

Finally, the title of the EU-CELAC Brussels Declaration of 11 June 2015 – ‘Shaping our 

common future: working for prosperous, cohesive and sustainable societies for our citizens’ –

clearly demonstrates why ratification of the EU-LAC Foundation as an international 

organisation is fully justified. 

 


