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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on the foreign policy consequences of the COVID-19 outbreak
(2020/2111(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Treaty on European Union (TEU),

– having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 8 April 2020 on 
the Global EU response to COVID-19,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 29 April 2020 entitled ‘Support to 
the Western Balkans in tackling COVID-19 and the post-pandemic recovery, 
Commission contribution ahead of the EU-Western Balkans leaders’ meeting on 6 May 
2020’ (COM(2020)0315),

– having regard to the Declaration by the High Representative Josep Borrell, on behalf of 
the European Union, on human rights in the times of the coronavirus pandemic of 5 
May 2020,

– having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 10 June 2020 
entitled ‘Tackling COVID-19 disinformation – Getting the facts right’,

– having regard to Council conclusions on ‘Team Europe’ Global Response to COVID-19 
of 8 June 2020,

– having regard to European Council conclusions on the recovery plan and multiannual 
financial framework for 2021-2027 of 17 - 21 July 2020,

– having regard to the Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign and Security 
Policy of 28 June 2016,

– having regard to its resolution of 17 April 2020 on EU coordinated action to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences1,

– having regard to the annual reports from the Council to the European Parliament on the 
common foreign and security policy,

– having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas COVID-19 has caused a global pandemic, which is affecting millions of human 
lives, giving rise to an unprecedented global health, economic, social and humanitarian 
crisis;

1 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2020)0054.
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B. whereas the EU has a responsibility to act as a global player and adjust its foreign 
policy in line with the fight against COVID-19;

1. Affirms that the global outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic is a game changer in the 
international environment and a catalyst of change in the global order;

2. Regrets the lack of global leadership and coordinated international response in the 
initial phases of the COVID-19 crisis, as well as tendencies to opt for isolationist 
solutions, the withholding of critical information, the rise of authoritarian nationalism, 
state-sponsored disinformation campaigns and the promotion of false narratives which 
create distrust and undermine international cooperation;

3. Calls on the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) to review the 2016 Global Strategy, 
reflecting these geopolitical shifts and ensuring that the EU plays its part in defending 
the rules-based multilateral world order that was created after the Second World War;

A changed geopolitical balance after COVID-19 

4. Notes the geopolitical competition and tensions following the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
recognises that the European Union still has to position itself  in the new world order in 
which, alongside the EU, the US, China and Russia play a leading role;

United States

5. Is concerned about the lack of leadership the United States has shown in fighting 
COVID-19; believes that the false information in President Trump’s tweets and during 
his press conferences have been very unhelpful in the joint fight against the virus;

6. Is worried about the decision of the US to withdraw funding from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the general tendency of its President to withdraw the US from 
the multilateral organisations that were created to establish a rules-based world order;

7. Acknowledges the need to find a new method of cooperation between the EU and US, 
based on mutual respect and a joint agenda to defend multilateralism, the rule of law 
and human rights;

China

8. Notes the strengthening of the People’s Republic of China’s worldwide diplomatic 
efforts following the COVID-19 outbreak, seeking to position itself as the dominant 
global player;

9. Recognises the emergency contributions provided by China to fight the virus; also 
recognises, however, a clear geopolitical and geo-economic dimension, bolstered by 
‘virus and wolf warrior diplomacy’ and the politicisation of humanitarian assistance;

10. Is concerned about the lack of transparency related to the Chinese reaction to the global 
outbreak, involving the withholding of information, censorship, the suppression of 
whistle-blowers and human rights activists, and the projection of power in the region;
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11. Is concerned about the potential ‘debt trap’ that might affect African countries as a 
result of COVID-19, since the economic downturn will make it difficult for them to 
reimburse Chinese loans that are part of the Belt and Road Initiative;

12. Urges the Chinese regime to fully cooperate with an independent investigation into the 
origins of COVID-19, and calls on the Member States to present a united front towards 
a rising China, which is leading a crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Hong 
Kong and has threatened to annex Taiwan; calls on the Member States to advocate 
Taiwan’s membership of the WHO;

13. Calls on the VP/HR to recognise these concerns and simultaneously create an 
atmosphere of dialogue, engagement and genuine cooperation, based on a new, more 
assertive strategy in which the EU pushes back when necessary to defend European 
values; is of the view that, as part of this new strategy, the EU should seek closer 
collaboration with countries in the region and other democracies;

Russia

14. Expresses concern over the structural attempts of the Russian Federation to undermine 
EU unity by the intensification of disinformation campaigns;

A more assertive EU foreign policy to defend Europe’s interests, its values and the 
multilateral world order

15. Recognises the global security, socio-economic and political risks that could be caused 
by the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, and is worried about the fact that the 
EU’s main international counterparts were prepared to use the crisis to unravel the 
rules-based world order underpinned by multilateral organisations;

16. Stresses that the multilateral rules-based world order is vital for global peace, the rule of 
law and democracy; believes that a geopolitical EU must play a firmer role in defending 
it and seek ways to de-escalate tensions between powers;

17. Stresses that only a more united EU, backed up by sufficient and credible military 
capacities, will be able to conduct a strong foreign policy, and believes that the VP/HR 
should receive a stronger mandate in speaking on behalf of the EU;

18. Believes that the end of the unanimity rule on foreign policy would help the EU to 
conduct a foreign policy that is more effective and more proactive;

19. Underlines the important role of the armed forces during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
believes that a more in-depth joint operation and coordination of member states’ armed 
forces within existing frameworks - such as the European Medical Command - or within 
new frameworks - such as military hospital trains - could lead to greater efficiency and 
contribute to the EU’s preparedness to fight pandemics; recognises the need to review 
the EU’s security and defence strategies to develop strategic autonomy, to become 
better prepared and more resilient to the new and hybrid threats and technologies that 
have made the nature of warfare less conventional and challenge the traditional role of 
the military, as well as for a future in which Russia and China are becoming more 
assertive; stresses that the future Strategic Compass on security and defence should 
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reflect these developments and take account of the broader geopolitical implications of 
COVID-19; believes that, given the new political balance and a potential worsening of 
the international security environment following COVID-19, the EU defence budgets 
must not be cut;

20. Calls for the expansion and modernisation of EU communication strategies so that EU 
action is sufficiently visible both within and beyond the EU; urges the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) to further strengthen its capacities to counter 
disinformation, including the creation of a dedicated far-East StratCom Task Force 
focused on the disinformation emanating from China, and imposing costs on countries 
that deliberately spread disinformation to divide and harm the EU and its Member 
States;

21. Stresses that its biggest global consumer market of almost 500 million people gives the 
EU leverage on the world stage, and believes that a geopolitical Commission should use 
this leverage when other countries are not prepared to comply with the rule of law or 
international treaties;

22. Notes that the COVID-19 pandemic has shown the need to reduce dependency on third 
countries in certain strategic and existential sectors and might prompt diversification of 
its most critical supply chains;

23. Recalls its request for a strong global sanctions regime to address serious human rights 
violations, which would be the EU equivalent of the so-called Magnitsky Act;

24. Underlines the strategic importance of EU engagement and support in its 
neighbourhood, both in the East and in the South; stresses that the EU must give 
Western Balkan countries that are not yet part of the EU a fair chance to join the EU, 
and that the EU must continue its efforts to invest in the region;

25. Stresses that the COVID-19 crisis could destabilise countries in Africa which often have 
a fragile health infrastructure and high debts; calls for the EU presence in Africa to be 
strengthened, for financial assistance and recovery plans to be fostered and for an 
alternative to Chinese investments to be provided;

26. Calls for the common security and defence policy (CSDP) missions tasked with conflict 
prevention or mitigation to be strengthened, notably those in the EU’s immediate 
neighbourhood, to help stabilise already fragile settings and prevent a relapse in 
conflicts and violence due to additional tensions caused by COVID-19; calls in this 
regard for a swift adoption of the European Peace Facility;

27. Is of the opinion that the COVID-19 crisis has highlighted certain weaknesses of our 
Union and has shown the urgent need for an effective and efficient Union; believes that 
the Conference on the Future of Europe will provide a good platform to move forward 
in constructing more efficient decision making in EU external policies; is therefore 
determined to start the Conference as soon as possible;

°
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28. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the President of the European 
Council, the Council, the Commission, the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and the Member 
States. 


