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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s policy on the 
matter – annual report 2019
(2020/XXXX(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other UN human rights 
treaties and instruments,

– having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights,

– having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,

– having regard to Articles 2, 3, 8, 21 and 23 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU),

– having regard to Article 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU),

– having regard to the Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign and Security 
Policy, presented on 28 June 2016,

– having regard to the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development,

– having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989 
and the two Optional Protocols thereto adopted on 25 May 2000,

– having regard to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 30 
March 2007,

– having regard to the UN General Assembly resolution of 22 December 2018 on a global 
call for concrete action for the total elimination of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of and 
follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action,

– having regard to UN Security Council resolution 2467 of 29 April 2019 on conflict-
related sexual violence,

– having regard to International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention No. 190 of 21 
June 2019 on Violence and Harassment,

– having regard to the ILO Centenary Declaration for the Future of Work of 21 June 
2019,

– having regard to the Memorandum of Understanding of 16 August 2019 concerning 
cooperation between the UN Environment Programme and the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights,

– having regard to the Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2015-2019 – 
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‘Keeping human rights on the agenda’ of 28 April 2015 (JOIN(2015)0016), adopted by 
the Council on 20 July 2015, and to its Mid-Term Review of June 2017 
(SWD(2017)0254),

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 18 February 2019 on EU priorities in UN 
Human Rights Fora in 2019,

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 17 June 2019 on EU action to strengthen 
rules-based multilateralism,

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 15 July 2019 on the EU’s priorities at the 
UN and at the 74th session of the UN General Assembly,

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 14 October 2019 on democracy,

– having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on non-discrimination in external 
action, adopted by the Council on 18 March 2019,

– having regard to the EU Human Rights Guidelines on safe drinking water and 
sanitation, adopted by the Council on 17 June 2019,

– having regard to the 2019 Revision of the Guidelines on EU Policy Towards Third 
Countries on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 
adopted by the Council on 16 September 2019,

– having regard to the Commission joint communication of 25 March 2020 entitled ‘EU 
Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024’ (JOIN(2020)0005),

– having regard to the EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the World 
2019,

– having regard to its resolution of 3 July 2018 on violation of the rights of indigenous 
peoples in the world, including land grabbing1,

– having regard to its resolution of 15 January 2019 on human rights and democracy in 
the world and the European Union’s policy on the matter – annual report 20182, and to 
its previous resolutions on earlier annual reports,

– having regard to all its resolutions adopted in 2019 on breaches of human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law (known as urgency resolutions) in accordance with Rule 
144 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to its Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, which in 2019 was 
awarded to Ilham Tohti, a Uyghur human rights defender, economics professor, 
advocate of the rights of China’s Uyghur minority and political prisoner held in China,

– having regard to Rule 54 of its Rules of Procedure,

1 OJ C 118, 8.4.2020, p. 15.
2 Text adopted, P9_TA(2020)0007.



PR\1212997EN.docx 5/16 PE657.310v01-00

EN

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A9-0000/2020),

A. whereas the celebration in 2019 of the 10th anniversary of the EU Charter of the 
Fundamental Rights has stimulated the Union to resolutely pursue actions to protect, 
promote and fulfil human rights, both inside and outside its borders; whereas on this 
occasion, the EU reaffirmed its commitment to remain an influential player on the world 
stage and to keep playing a leading role as a global defender of democracy and human 
rights;

B. whereas throughout the celebration of the 30th anniversary of UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in November 2019, the EU stressed its commitment to 
developing a comprehensive strategy on children’s rights and placing them at the heart 
of EU policies; whereas Parliament hosted a dedicated conference on 20 November 
2019, which addressed a range of issues including challenges to the protection of the 
rights of the child in an ever-changing digital world, overcoming barriers to the full 
enjoyment of children’s rights and tackling the changing nature of armed conflicts and 
their impact on children’s futures;

C. whereas the crisis triggered by the global COVID-19 pandemic, the outbreak of which 
was first identified in December 2019, the ways in which states have responded to it, the 
hardship it has caused and its impact on international relations and conflicts have long-
term implications on all matters involving respect for human rights;

D. whereas, by way of illustration, the crisis caused by the pandemic has led most countries 
to adopt emergency measures, curtailing freedoms to enjoy many human rights, 
foremost among which are the freedoms of movement and of assembly, or to establish 
new means of surveillance in order to prevent the transmission of the COVID-19 virus; 
whereas those measures have legitimately raised questions as to their necessity, legality, 
proportionality, non-discriminatory nature and duration, in the spirit of safeguarding 
fundamental freedoms in the short and longer terms;

E. whereas the global recession caused by the pandemic creates the temptation for 
governments to respond by giving priority to stimulating economic activity and 
attracting investments, while lowering their level of ambition in terms of political 
objectives and standards for some other areas, such as the protection of human rights 
and climate action;

Human rights and democracy: general trends and key challenges

1. Welcomes the responses to the COVID-19 pandemic of those states which have placed 
the rights to life and health as their first imperatives, on the basis of the principle that 
precautionary measures, including lockdowns, must prevail over economic 
considerations;

2. Expresses very serious concerns, however, about the decline in democratic and human 
rights standards that the crisis has caused in some countries; is of the opinion that this 
pushback primarily results from the devastating economic and social consequences of 
the crisis and their use as a pretext to manipulate state institutions and electoral 
timelines, suppress the activities of human rights defenders, political opponents, media 
or civil society representatives, and restrict fundamental freedoms for purposes 
unrelated to the pandemic; also stresses in this regard the rise of hate speech, the 



PE657.310v01-00 6/16 PR\1212997EN.docx

EN

targeting of vulnerable groups accused of spreading the virus, and the widespread use, 
in violation of human rights, of digital technologies aimed at containing the pandemic 
by tracking citizens and retrieving their private data;

3. Strongly denounces the many cases of discrimination and persecution linked to 
ethnicity, nationality, social class, caste, religion, belief, language, age, sex, sexuality 
and gender identity that continue to occur in many countries and societies; deplores the 
targeting of individuals or communities with intolerant and hate-filled declarations and 
actions; considers the prevalence of racism and xenophobia in many countries to be 
unacceptable;

4. Underlines the tremendous and increasing threat to human rights that climate change, 
environmental destruction and loss of biodiversity entail by depriving people of the 
fundamental right to life, due in particular to a higher level of global hunger, restrictions 
on access to water and additional deaths from malnutrition and the increased spread of 
diseases; draws attention, furthermore, to the risks posed by climate change to peace 
and security, as food insecurity and water scarcity can lead to competition over natural 
resources and then to instability and conflicts within and between fragile states; 
highlights that least developed countries are the most vulnerable to climate change, as 
they find it hardest to withstand its devastating impacts;

5. Affirms that the promotion and protection of human rights and climate and 
environmental action are interlinked, because, in particular, human rights international 
law provides access to remedies and legal means to redress the damage caused by 
climate change, to implement measures to combat climate change and to hold states and 
businesses accountable for their responses to climate change; underlines the need to pay 
particular attention to aid to environmentally and climate-displaced persons;

6. Expresses major concern over deforestation, in particular in the Amazon in 2019, given 
that forests contribute to mitigating climate change by absorbing and storing carbon 
dioxide; stresses that indigenous peoples have often been the first victims of 
deforestation, which endangers their rights to land and access to vital resources;

7. Welcomes the growing aspirations and mobilisations of citizens, in particular the 
youngest citizens, for political and societal changes favourable to respect for human 
rights, democratic governance, equality and social justice, more ambitious climate 
action and better protection of the environment; highlights the emergence in 2019 of 
massive protest movements in every region in the world reflecting these aspirations, 
calling into question institutional and economic orders of societies and supporting the 
development of a more equitable global society;

8. Deems essential the political responses to the legitimate demands of societies and 
individuals that are based on inclusive dialogue; condemns, on the other hand, the 
repression of peaceful movements, in particular through the excessive use of force by 
security agents, which certain governments have inflicted on their populations with a 
view to stifling democratic voices;

9. Stresses that physical attacks, imprisonments, death threats, harassment, intimidation 
and restrictions on freedom of expression remain tools systematically used around the 
world against human rights defenders (HRDs), non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
and civil society activists and journalists; underlines the existence of political trends 
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towards deeper nationalism and the misuse of religion for political gain, which are 
conducive to intolerance, in particular towards HRDs, women, LGBTI people and 
migrants;

10. Stresses that it is the duty of EU institutions to actively support organisations and 
individuals engaged in defending democracy and human rights; underlines in this regard 
the importance of Parliament’s action in making their voice heard and in obtaining the 
release of HRDs detained as a result of their activism;

11. Is seriously concerned at the persistence of the scourge of wars and military conflicts 
which give way to grave violations of international humanitarian law and human rights, 
in particular mass killings and forced displacements of civilian populations; strongly 
condemns the engagement of authoritarian powers in proxy wars and stresses that 
political solutions are a prerequisite for sustainable peace; expresses deep concerns at 
heightened international political tensions, and in certain regions of the world, at the 
increased activity of non-state armed groups and terrorist organisations and the 
development of communal violence;

12. Deplores the fact that while the UN marked its seventy-fifth anniversary in 2020, a 
number of governments inspired by inward-looking attitudes have taken action to 
counter international cooperation efforts in favour of peace, conflict resolution and the 
protection of human rights based on the purposes and principles of the UNDHR, 
international law, the UN Charter and the Helsinki Final Act; criticises the lack of joint 
international leadership from democratic countries to respond consistently to serious 
violations of international human rights law and to join forces to advance human rights, 
democracy and worldwide rules-based systems;

13. Deplores the plight of migrants and refugees around the world, particularly displaced 
women, children and persons with disabilities, who are among of the most vulnerable; 
notes that the number of international migrants in 2019 is estimated to be almost 272 
million3, which equates to 3.5 % of the global population, and that large-scale 
displacement and migration events occurred over the last two years; denounces political 
measures eroding the human rights of migrants and refugees and putting at risk their 
safety; points in this regard to the negative tendency towards the harassment and the 
criminalisation of the work of those who stand in defence of the human rights of 
migrants and refugees and provide them with assistance;

14. Welcomes the fact that efforts to advance the rights of women and girls have gained 
further prominence worldwide; stresses, however, the persistence of widespread gender-
specific violence and discrimination in every region of the world, which often arises 
from cultural habits or long-established discriminatory legal systems; highlights, 
furthermore, the use of sexual violence targeting women because of their opinions, 
faith, philosophical orientation or their activism in defence of human rights; condemns 
authoritarian regimes that are opposing or fanning a negative backlash against women’s 
demands for equal rights; underlines the prominent role that women play through their 
activism in political and social movements and deplores the heavy toll they have paid by 
being victims of violence caused by brutal repression;

3 World Migration Report 2020 – International Organisation for Migration 
(https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf).

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf
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15. Expresses deep concern at the continuation of serious human rights abuses against 
children around the world in 2019, the year of the 30th anniversary of the Convention of 
the Rights of the Child, namely trafficking and exploitation of children, use of child 
soldiers in armed conflicts and family separation and detention of children for 
immigration-related reasons;

16. Express its deep sorrow at and condemnation of the terrorist attacks and bombings 
perpetrated in the first half of 2019 that targeted believers in particular in places of 
worship; is alarmed that these horrific acts coincided with hate campaigns ramped up by 
some political leaders and terror groups that aim to deny the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion or belief;

Putting the promotion and protection of democracy and human rights at the core of EU 
foreign policy

17. Recalls that the Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, as set out in Article 2 
of the TEU; stresses that promoting these values externally, advancing democracy, the 
rule of law, the universality and indivisibility of human rights is at the core of the EU’s 
common foreign and security policy, in accordance with the Article 21 of the TEU and 
the Union’s strategic interest, and should be reflected, in an effective and coherent way, 
in all areas of the Union’s relations with non-EU countries;

18. Stresses the importance of the efforts of the European External Action Service (EEAS) 
and the Commission to continuously strengthen the awareness and knowledge of 
officials of the EU and its Member States with regard to human rights; calls on all EU 
delegations and their respective focal points on human rights to consistently abide by 
their obligation to meet with HRDs, visit detained activists, monitor their trials and 
advocate for their protection on the ground;

EU work at multilateral level

19. Welcomes the commitment by the Council to promote responses to the effects of the 
COIVD-19 pandemic by developing a global system of cooperation and dialogue and 
advancing rules- and rights-based multilateralism; stresses its view that international 
human rights law and the promise of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 
2030 should remain the cornerstones of all responses to the pandemic; recommends that 
the EU continue its efforts by engaging with countries and stakeholders which may or 
may not share the same values as the EU, in order to preserve or develop international 
standards in the field of human rights;

20. Asks the Member States to make the EU’s foreign and security policy more effective by 
using the rule of qualified majority voting in the Council; calls on the Member States to 
speak with a single, strong EU voice in multilateral forums, as this is the only way that 
the Union can play a leading role on the international scene and use its influence to 
bring about positive changes and better responses to global challenges including the 
promotion and protection of human rights and environment and climate related 
challenges;

21. Reiterates that the EU will only be recognised on the global scene if its core values, in 
particular those of respect for democracy, human rights and the rule of law are credible 
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externally, and this will only be possible if the EU ensures the internal and external 
coherence of its policies on these matters;

EU Special Representative for Human Rights

22. Welcomes the appointment on 28 February 2019 of Mr Eamon Gilmore as EU Special 
Representative for Human Rights (EUSR); encourages the EUSR to pursue diplomatic 
efforts to enhance the effectiveness of EU human rights policy, to consolidate 
international alliances for promoting the human rights agenda and to convince 
interlocutors across the world to adopt policies that conform to high standards of 
democracy, human rights, rule of law and good governance, and international law and 
norms, in particular international humanitarian law and international criminal justice; 
recommends, furthermore, that the EUSR to redouble efforts to ensure the EU’s internal 
coherence in defining and implementing EU human rights foreign policy; calls on the 
EU to reinforce the visibility of the EUSR, to make it a permanent position endowed 
with own-initiative powers, adequate resources and the ability to speak publicly in order 
to report on the achievements of visits to non-EU countries and communicate the EU’s 
positions on human rights-related topics;

International agreements

23. Reiterates its call for human rights clauses to be systematically included in all 
international agreements between the EU and non-EU countries and for them to be duly 
enforced and monitored, including through measurable benchmarks, with the 
involvement of Parliament and civil society; stresses that these clauses should provide 
for mechanisms to ensure their effective enforcement and for procedures setting out 
clear and credible consequences that follow from breaches of agreement, including 
suspension or, as a last resort, the withdrawal of the EU from the agreement; 
recommends that independent monitoring mechanisms on human rights be set up in 
relation to trade and foreign investment agreements, as well as an independent 
complaints mechanism, to provide affected citizens and local stakeholders with 
effective recourse to remedy;

Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument

24. Calls for the implementation of and budget for activities and support to promote and 
protect democracy and human rights under the Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) to match the level of the Union’s 
commitment and ambition;

25. Calls on the Commission to monitor and include as part of its annual report on the 
achievement of the objectives of the NDICI a chapter on respect for human rights and 
compliance with Article 8 – General principles of the Instrument by the partner 
countries that benefit from its funding; calls on the Commission to propose appropriate 
measures, including the suspension of EU funding, in the event of a violation of human 
rights or of the principles of the NDICI by its beneficiaries;

EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy

26. Welcomes the adoption of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-
2024; considers it regrettable that the EEAS had not given due attention to the offer of 
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Parliament and its Subcommittee on Human Rights to actively contribute to its 
preparation, in a spirit of good inter-institutional cooperation; calls on the EEAS and the 
Commission to engage in a structured and regular dialogue with Parliament’s competent 
bodies on the implementation of the new Action Plan in order to allow Parliament to 
play its part in the Action Plan’s activities, in particular through parliamentary 
diplomacy, and to effectively fulfil its scrutiny role; recommends that a set of 
benchmarks and progress indicators be established in order to effectively monitor the 
implementation of the Action Plan; calls on the EEAS to report on the progress made in 
achieving the objectives of the Action Plan against these benchmarks; requests that the 
EEAS follow up regularly on Parliament’s resolutions and debates which are relevant 
for the implementation of the Action Plan;

Responding to global human rights and democracy challenges

Democratic governance and enabling space for civil society

27. Takes the view that democratic governance and the rule of law are globally under attack 
due to a combination of factors including the rise of authoritarianism, increased 
inequalities and poverty, the shrinking of space for civil society, loss of credibility of 
public power and the weakening of collective organisations defending public interest; 
calls for the EU and its Member States to continue supporting the building up of 
democratic institutions and transparent and credible electoral processes, while going 
beyond this by providing further support to actions that encourage and unleash 
democratic debate, combat inequalities, empower civil society organisations, fight 
corruption and strengthen judiciaries;

Climate action and human rights

28. Affirms that the promotion and protection of human rights and climate and 
environmental action are interlinked, because, in particular, international human rights 
law provides for access to remedies and legal means to redress the damage caused by 
climate change, to implement measures to combat climate change and to hold states and 
businesses accountable for their responses to climate change;

29. Supports a rights-based approach to boost climate action that ensures public 
participation and access to justice in the making, implementation and review of political 
decisions related to climate change;

EU approach to conflicts, accountability for human rights violations and fight against 
impunity

30. Underlines the complexity of modern conflicts, which often develop domestically at 
national or regional level, involve many parties, including terror organisations and non-
state agents, and have disastrous humanitarian consequences; calls for the EU to 
strengthen its response to conflicts, addressing their root causes, investing in conflict 
prevention and mediation efforts, seeking and maintaining space for political solutions, 
creating partnerships and alliances with like-minded countries and regional 
organisations to build bridges between belligerents and draw up peace plans, getting 
more women involved in peace work, and providing further support to civilian or 
military missions aimed at keeping peace;
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31. Calls on the Member States to strictly abide by the provisions of the Article 7 of the UN 
Arms Trade Treaty on Export and Export Assessment and of the EU Code of Conduct 
on Arms Exports, by refusing any transfer of arms which would result in the risk that 
the importing state may commit or facilitate serious violations of human rights or 
international humanitarian law;

32. Reaffirms its unwavering support for the International Criminal Court (ICC) and calls 
on the States Parties to the Rome Statute to provide the ICC with proper financial 
resources in order to enable it to fulfil its tasks within its mandate; considers the attacks 
against the ICC to be deeply regrettable and lastly condemns the individual sanctions 
imposed by the US on its staff, notably those against the ICC chief prosecutor, which 
are unacceptable; stresses that the ICC is the only international institution that has the 
ability to prosecute some of the world’s most horrific crimes and to defend victims that 
have no other recourse; asks the EU to continue to protect the ICC’s independence and 
impartiality against attacks that aim at obstructing the functioning of international 
criminal justice; reiterates its recommendation to establish a European observatory on 
prevention, accountability, and combating impunity;

33. Welcomes UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution 2467 on conflict-related sexual 
violence and all related UNSC resolutions beginning with UNSC 1325 on women, 
peace and security, which affirms the commitment of the UNSC to preventing the use of 
sexual violence as a tactic of war and terrorism through the use of all means at its 
disposal, including sanctions and other targeted measures against persistent perpetrators; 
welcomes, furthermore, the creation on 30 October 2019 by the UN of a Global Fund 
for Survivors of Conflict-Related Sexual Violence, with a view to helping them accede 
to reparations;

34. Calls for the adoption and implementation of a global EU human rights sanctions 
mechanism as an essential part of the EU existing human rights and foreign policy 
toolbox which would strengthen the EU’s role as a global human rights actor, allowing 
for targeted sanctions against individuals responsible for or complicit in serious human 
rights violations; stresses the importance of allocating sufficient resources to enable its 
effective implementation; calls for the establishment of an EU-level advisory committee 
with Parliament’s participation;

35. Commends the work and contribution to the fight against impunity of Ms Agnès 
Callamard, UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, in 
conducting investigations into suspected cases of extrajudicial murders in 2019 while 
being subjected of intimidations and threats;

Human rights defenders

36. Condemns the killings, arbitrary detention, torture, persecution, harassment, remote 
digital surveillance of and smear campaigns against HRDs; notes with great concern the 
high number of land and environmental HRDs that were murdered or violently attacked 
in 2019 for standing up to protect natural resources and the rights of individuals to live 
in a safe and healthy environment;

37. Calls on the EU institutions to strengthen their support for HRDs as a key and integral 
part of the Union’s external policy on human rights; stresses that political dialogue with 
authorities of non-EU countries, trial observation, visits to detained HRDs, relocation 
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support and public statements are essential implementing instruments of this policy; 
calls on the EU and its Member States to step up their efforts by acting in a more united 
way and using these instruments in a coherent and uniform manner, regardless of the 
country concerned, in cases where the rights of HRDs have been violated; highlights the 
continuous action in 2019 of Parliament and its Subcommittee on Human Rights to 
support and draw attention to the situation of HRDs, including Sakharov Prize laureates 
and nominees, in particular when they are in danger or face violations of their rights;

38. Welcomes the renewal in November 2019 for another three years of the EU HRDs 
mechanism ProtectDefenders.eu; recalls the importance of this mechanism vis-a-vis the 
growing needs and diversity of problems facing HRDs; calls for the reinforcement of 
this mechanism and its constant re-assessment in accordance with its needs;

Women’s rights and gender equality

39. Calls for the adoption of an ambitious EU Action Plan for gender equality and women’s 
empowerment in external relations for 2021-2025 (Gender Action Plan III); calls in this 
regard for the reinforcement of EU support for non-EU countries that are implementing 
new policies and legislative changes with a view to aligning national legal frameworks 
to international and SDG commitments concerning women’s rights and gender equality, 
to protecting women HRDs, to advancing women’s sexual and reproductive health and 
rights, to providing young people with science-based and comprehensive sexual 
education and to preventing sexual and gender-based violence and female genital 
mutilation;

Rights of the child

40. Reiterates its call on the EU and its Member States to step up their cooperation and 
dialogue with non-EU countries, with the aim of advocating for children’s rights to be 
respected everywhere in the world; urges in this regard the EU and its Member States to 
work with partner countries and to pledge further financial resources, in particular 
within the framework of official development assistance, in order to meet global 
challenges regarding health and education of children, the eradication of child labour, 
the fight against violence, sexual abuse and early and forced marriage, trafficking and 
exploitation, and recruitment and use in armed conflicts, of which millions of children 
are victims; welcomes the attention given to the EU actions on protecting and 
promoting the rights of the child on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the UNCRC 
and reiterates its call on the Commission to explore how the EU as a body can accede to 
the UNCRC;

Rights of persons with disabilities

41. Welcomes the ratifications in 2019 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities and of its Optional Protocol; stresses the importance of fully considering the 
specific needs of persons with disabilities; calls for the EU to incorporate the fight 
against disability discrimination into its external action and development aid policies, 
along with the fight for equal access to the labour market and access to education and 
training, as well as to promote solutions that make it easier for persons with disabilities 
to operate within society; reiterates the importance of effective implementation of the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by both the EU Member 
States and its institutions, especially with regard to EU obligations on humanitarian aid 



PR\1212997EN.docx 13/16 PE657.310v01-00

EN

and international cooperation throughout all relevant EU policies; stresses the 
importance of non-discrimination and the need to credibly mainstream the principle of 
universal accessibility, and to ensure respect for all the rights of persons with 
disabilities;

Rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons

42. Considers regrettable the growing divergent developments between countries which are 
moving towards a better protection of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and intersex (LGBTI) persons, notably by de-criminalising homosexuality, and those 
which undermine them and leave the field free for persecution, discrimination and 
stigmatisation against LGTBI persons; believes that practices and acts of violence 
against individuals on the basis of their sexual orientation should not go unpunished and 
must be eradicated; calls for the EU to play a leading role in defending the human rights 
of LGBTI persons and to set an example in tackling violence and discrimination based 
on sexual orientation and develop a new and ambitious LGBTI+ equality strategy;

Indigenous peoples 

43. Is seriously concerned at the suffering and vulnerability of indigenous communities that 
results from the consequences of climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
are worsened by the loss of their lands and livelihoods due to corporate activities and 
related damages; regrets the fact that indigenous peoples continue to face widespread 
and systematic discrimination and persecution worldwide, including forced 
displacements, arbitrary arrests and the killing of human rights defenders; recommends 
that the EU and its Member States include references to indigenous peoples and the 
rights contained in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the 
relevant and emerging frameworks for due diligence, and ensure that EU-based 
companies be held to account in the event of a breach of their obligations;

44. Reiterates the call for the EU, its Member States and their partners in the international 
community to adopt all necessary measures for the full recognition, protection and 
promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples, including to their lands, territories and 
resources; welcomes the work that civil society and NGOs are doing on these issues; 
reaffirms the need to create a grievance mechanism to lodge complaints regarding 
violations and abuses of indigenous peoples’ rights resulting from the activities of EU-
based businesses; is considering appointing a standing rapporteur on indigenous peoples 
within Parliament, with the objective of monitoring the human rights-related situation of 
indigenous peoples; calls on countries to ratify the provisions of ILO Convention 169 of 
27 June 1989 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples;

Racism, discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

45. Welcomes the adoption in 2019 by the Council of the EU Human Rights Guidelines on 
Non-discrimination in External Action; calls on the EU and its Member States to use all 
the tools at their disposal to ensure that those responsible for violations of rights on the 
grounds of racism, discrimination or xenophobia are held accountable;

Freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief

46. Is appalled by the number of killings, attacks and acts of persecution, discrimination, 
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harassment and incitation to antagonism that took place, and the number of restrictions 
on rights that were imposed in 2019 against individuals and groups targeted because of 
their religion or belief; reaffirms its support for victims of violence based on religion or 
belief and its commitment to eradicating such violence; welcomes the Global Exchange 
on Religion in Society, launched by the Vice-President of the Commission / High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) in 
Brussels on 6 September 2019; recommends, however, that equal attention be paid to 
both intra-religious and inter-religious relationships; calls in this regard for the 
development of EU support to intra-religious dialogue at local level with the aim of 
fighting extremism and hate speech; calls furthermore for the objectives of promoting 
and protecting freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief to be mainstreamed 
into a wider range of EU activities related to human rights;

Freedom of expression, media freedom and the right to information

47. Denounces the attempts of some regimes and authorities to annihilate or restrict the 
rights to freedom of expression or media freedom, which they illegitimately justify as 
being necessary for the purposes of strengthening security or public health, or fighting 
terrorism, defamation, insult or blasphemy; recalls that any limits on freedom of 
expression or media freedom must serve a legitimate aim in line with the international 
obligations enshrined in Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights;

48. Highlights the continuing change in media landscapes and the increasing use of social 
networks; underlines the challenges and risks that this evolution poses regarding 
violations of freedom of offline and online expression, censorship, data protection, hate 
speech and the safety of journalists, among others; calls on the Commission to review 
social media companies’ policies and practices, in particular their self-regulatory tools, 
which have implications on the exercise of freedom of expression worldwide, and 
present proposals for policy or legislation changes where appropriate;

Death penalty, torture and other forms of ill-treatment

49. Welcomes the positive development in 2019 of the weakening of political support for 
maintaining death penalty in some countries which have not abolished it; deplores 
however the decisions of some national judicial authorities which led to an increase in 
executions compared to previous years; calls on the EU to continue to condemn 
systematically the use of the death penalty and to implement communication campaigns 
against the death penalty worldwide; urges the EU and its Member States to defend 
abolition in all international forums and advocate for the widest possible support for this 
position;

50. Reaffirms its commitment to prohibiting torture everywhere in the world, standing by 
victims and holding torturers accountable; welcomes the updating of the EU Guidelines 
on EU Policy Towards Third Countries on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment; urges all Member States and other countries 
which have not done so to ratify the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the 35th anniversary of which was 
celebrated in 2019; recognises the importance of civil society organisations and human 
rights defenders in the fight against torture and other forms of ill-treatment;
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Fight against modern slavery and human trafficking

51. Calls for a stronger international response to tackling modern slavery and human 
trafficking, with the establishment of new obligations for businesses to take preventive 
actions and cooperate with authorities and improvements to penal policies against 
traffickers and those who exploit or draw benefits from modern slavery; calls on the 
states which have not done so to ratify the ILO conventions relevant to combating these 
scourges and child labour;

Economic, social and cultural rights

52. Calls for the EU to strengthen its efforts for the promotion and protection of economic, 
social and cultural rights through EU foreign policy and external action, in particular by 
making effective use of the human rights clauses of international agreements, including 
provisions on labour; welcomes the adoption of the ILO Convention on Violence and 
Harassment, which contains new and binding international labour standards which are 
essential to banish these scourges from the field of work and protect victims;

Business and human rights

53. Calls for the setting up of an EU mandatory human rights due diligence instrument that 
requires companies to engage actively in the identification, assessment, mitigation, 
prevention and notification of any adverse impacts of their businesses and supply chains 
on human rights, setting civil and criminal liability for corporate bodies, business 
leaders and executives in the event of a breach and providing victims with access to 
justice and remedy; recommends that a legal duty of care be included as a specific 
element of this instrument in order to prevent the use of modern slavery and child 
labour by businesses in their overseas supply chains;

New technologies and human rights

54. Is concerned at the use in response to the COVID-19 pandemic of a variety of data-
based and new technology-driven tools; underlines the risks they pose in terms of 
enjoyment of fundamental freedoms, abuse of power and increased vulnerability to 
cyberattacks when effective technical and legal safeguards are not in place; calls for the 
EU, as a leader in global standard setting on privacy and data protection, to establish 
new norms and best practices both for intra-EU use and as solutions to be emulated 
worldwide, in order to prevent potentially harmful effects of new data-based tools;

Migrants and refugees

55. Is deeply concerned at the disproportionate negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on migrants and refugees; urges governments to engage in responses based on respect 
for human rights and dignity and solutions to address migrants’ and refugees’ 
vulnerability and their need for protection, in line with the principles of solidarity and 
partnership and allowing for adequate and accessible legal pathways for migration; 
stresses the importance of upholding the right to asylum worldwide;

56. Calls, in this regard, on the competent authorities of EU Member States to treat with 
goodwill and diligence and to give the benefit of the doubt to people who have refugee 
status, and to submit requests for family reunification with a view to ending situations in 
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which refugees are separated from their close relatives, in particular children;

57. Calls for EU support and humanitarian assistance to be strengthened and made more 
flexible in order to ensure adequate protection of refugees fleeing to neighbouring 
countries because of conflicts, humanitarian crises and human rights violations;

Democracy support

58. Calls on the EU to increase its support for democratic civic activism, which has grown 
since 2019 in the context of the rise of populism and authoritarian regimes; highlights, 
in this regard, democracy support activities implemented by Parliament, including 
election monitoring, mediation, training and mentoring programmes, that need to be 
adapted to the evolving situation of partner countries;

°

° °

59. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the UN Security Council, the UN 
Secretary General, the President of the 74th session of the UN General Assembly, the 
President of the UN Human Rights Council, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the EU Heads of Delegation.


