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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RECOMMENDATION

to the Council concerning the 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly
(2020/2128(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Charter of the United Nations,

– having regard to the Treaty on European Union (TEU), in particular Articles 21, 34 and 
36 thereof,

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular its preamble 
and Article 18, and to the UN human rights conventions and the optional protocols 
thereto,

– having regard to its recommendation to the Council of 5 July 2018 on the 73rd session 
of the United Nations General Assembly1,

– having regard to the UN resolution, adopted on 3 May 2011 by the General Assembly, 
on the participation of the European Union in the work of the United Nations, which 
grants the EU the right to intervene in the UN General Assembly, to present orally 
proposals and amendments which can be put to the vote at the request of a Member 
State, and to exercise the right to reply,

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 17 June 2019 on EU action to strengthen 
rules-based multilateralism,

– having regard to the Council conclusions of 13 July 2020 on EU priorities at the United 
Nations and the 75th United Nations General Assembly (September 2020-September 
2021),

– having regard to the speech delivered by European Council President Charles Michel on 
25 September 2020 at the UN General Assembly on ‘A stronger and more autonomous 
European Union powering a fairer world’,

– having regard to the opinion piece published on 22 September 2020 by the Vice-
President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, entitled ‘The EU stands with the UN’,

– having regard to the Declaration on the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 
United Nations, adopted by the UN General Assembly on 16 September 2020,

– having regard to the Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign and Security 
Policy of June 2016,

1 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2018)0312.
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– having regard to its resolution of 15 January 2020 on the Annual Report on the 
implementation of the Common Foreign and Security Policy2, 

– having regard to the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

– having regard to the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in September 
1995, the Declaration and Platform for Action for the empowerment of women adopted 
in Beijing, and the subsequent outcome documents of the UN Beijing +5, +10, +15 and 
+20 special sessions on new actions and initiatives to implement the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action, adopted on 9 June 2000, 11 March 2005, 2 March 2010 and 9 
March 2015 respectively,

– having regard to the resolution on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration, endorsed by the UN General Assembly on 19 December 2018,

– having regard to Rule 118 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A9-0000/2020),

A. whereas the United Nations this year celebrates its 75th anniversary; whereas the UN 
has proved to be an essential forum for international consensus building on peace and 
security, sustainable development and respect for human rights and international law, as 
well as being a key provider of support for fragile states and vulnerable communities; 
whereas, in a context where the achievements and indispensable role of the UN are 
often overlooked in a quest by some countries to advance unilateral decisions, it is 
important for the EU and its Member States to ensure that the UN remains an efficient 
and effective forum for the benefit of the international community and can continue to 
deliver on present and future global challenges, which can only be achieved through 
multilateral solutions;

B. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has shown the urgent need for resilient capacity-
building across the international community and the need for close multilateral dialogue 
and cooperation, with particular regard to access to public goods; whereas Agenda 2030 
and the SDGs provide a central roadmap for recovery and action, already validated by 
the international community at large; whereas COVID-19 will accelerate negative 
trends - including threats to democracy, the rule of law and human rights - unless swift, 
significant and substantial policy action is taken at a global level; whereas the pandemic 
has underscored the fact that healthy populations are not only a moral imperative, but 
also a prerequisite for economic wellbeing and development, as well as the importance 
of investing more and better in addressing critical health needs at a global level;

C. whereas the UN Secretary-General has shown excellent leadership in moving forward 
with the reform of the UN; whereas the EU, as a leading UN funder, has shown an 
important commitment to effective multilateralism through its political, symbolic and 
financial support to the UN;

2 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2020)0008.
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1. Recommends that the Council:

(a) continue with its important track record of support for effective multilateralism, 
for efficient and transparent multilateral organisations, and for the UN in 
particular as an indispensable forum for multilateral solutions for global 
challenges and for policy outreach, policy dialogue and consensus-building across 
the international community; welcomes the Council conclusions of 13 July 2020 
on EU priorities at the United Nations and the 75th United Nations General 
Assembly, seen as effective fora to promote universal values which are also the 
EU’s core values;

(b) take the view that, in a multipolar context where some countries are promoting 
selective multilateralism rather than effective multilateralism anchored in 
universal values, the EU must seek to promote further an unconditional 
commitment by UN members to universal values, a rules-based system and the 
primacy of human rights in all policy areas; calls for the promotion of the 
mainstreaming of such values across all policy and programming areas of the UN, 
in close cooperation with like-minded countries, with a view to advancing policy 
dialogue and policy solutions, implementation and mainstreaming capacity;

(c) continue with its efforts to enable the EU and its Member States to progressively 
speak with one voice in the UN, with particular reference to the UN Security 
Council (UNSC) and the good track record of cooperation with permanent and 
rotating UNSC members which are EU Member States, with the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA) and with the Human Rights Council (HCR); praises the 
excellent role played by the EEAS and its delegations, as well as the delegations 
of the EU Member States, in facilitating such dialogue and cooperation;

(d) recognise the potential of direct regional involvement in the UN by supporting the 
possibility for other organisations, such as the African Union (AU), to request a 
specific status as enhanced observer;

(e) continue to provide valuable support to the UN Secretary-General in his quest to 
advance the programme of reforms in the UN and reinforce the UN’s capacity to 
further development, promote peace and security, and streamline its internal 
management system with a view to an effective, transparent, financially 
sustainable and accountable UN that is able to reconnect with its citizens; 
underlines that the major progress achieved in the UN reform process has been in 
the administrative and bureaucratic sphere, while major political reforms remain 
pending;

(f) continue to seek greater synergies between the work of the UN Human Rights 
Council (HRC), the UNGA and the UNSC; commends the work of the EU in 
supporting the work of the HRC, in the context of the need to mainstream respect 
for human rights across all decision-making and policy areas of the UN;

(g) continue to expand its diplomacy and outreach toolbox, with particular regard to 
climate diplomacy, peace and security, fair globalisation and the capacity to 
pursue policy dialogue and policy consensus, not only with UN members but also 
with relevant interlocutors such as cities, regions, academia, civil society and the 
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private sector;

(h) expand further the trilateral cooperation between the EU, the AU and the United 
Nations; stresses the importance of continuing to develop the AU’s capabilities as 
regards crisis prevention, crisis management and conflict resolution on the 
African continent, as well as capabilities in other policy areas of relevance for 
Africa’s security and stability, including in economic and environmental terms 
and with regard to access to public goods; takes the view that the EU can have a 
tremendous capacity of appeal with its ability to deliver on the partnership 
aspirations of the African continent and its institutions; underlines the importance 
of closer political and policy dialogue with the EU’s partners in Africa, including 
within parliamentary dimensions;

(i) pursue further dialogue on the capacity of the UN system to deliver on and expand 
its capability in terms of responsibility to protect; stresses the importance of 
dialogue and cooperation with the UN on effective peacekeeping missions with 
clear objectives, a clear capacity of delivery, and effective mechanisms, including 
the perspectives of women in line with UN Security Council resolution 1325 and 
all subsequent resolutions, as well as the need to ensure respect for human rights 
and the protection of civilians, which are at the core of peacekeeping mandates; 
underlines the importance of EU support to countries emerging from violent 
conflict and, therefore, calls for reinforced cooperation in addressing the fragility 
of transition settings, including through strengthening national ownership 
and consolidating peacebuilding gains;

(j) develop further the EU’s mediation capabilities for crisis prevention and 
management and conflict resolution, in synergy with efforts by the UN, with the 
Berlin process standing as a good example of EU support for and synergy with 
UN-led mediation efforts;

(k) remain committed as a front-runner in mobilising all means of effective 
implementation and follow-up of the objectives of Agenda 2030 across all internal 
and external policies of the EU; stresses the urgent need to adequately support and 
recognise the important and indispensable work of humanitarian agencies such as 
the World Food Programme;

(l) support the UN Secretary-General’s call for an affordable and accessible COVID-
19 vaccine, to be considered a global public good;

(m) continue to pursue and expand capacity cooperation within the UN system on the 
promotion of effective common standards in new policy areas such as data 
protection, due diligence, artificial intelligence or cyberspace, while promoting 
adequate support for those countries that may wish to expand their regulatory 
capacity and implementation of standards;

(n) address migration and forced displacement and cooperate in the implementation 
of both the Global Compact on Migration and the Global Compact on Refugees; 
support and reinforce the work of relevant UN bodies such as UNHCR and the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA);
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(o) further enhance integrated support for gender equality and the empowerment of 
women, in line with the Beijing Declaration and its Platform for Action, with a 
special focus on eradicating violence against women and girls and supporting the 
meaningful and active participation of women in all spheres of public life;

(p) consult with Parliament closely on the implementation process of the Council 
conclusions, and associate Parliament in all those policy areas where 
parliamentary diplomacy can create valuable synergies and reinforce the capacity 
for outreach and positive impact and leadership of the EU as a whole;

2. Instructs its President to forward this recommendation to the Council, the Vice-
President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, the Commission and, for information, the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Secretary-General of the United Nations.


