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Meeting of 9 March 2023, 9:00-12:30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 9:04 on Thursday, 9 March 2023, with Sergei Stanishev (3rd Vice-
Chair) presiding.

9 March 2023, 9.00 – 9.45

1. Adoption of agenda
Decision: The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Chair’s announcements

The Chair announced that the meeting was webstreamed and that interpretation was available 
in German, English, Danish, French, Italian, Dutch, Greek, Spanish, Portuguese, Finnish, 
Swedish, Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Hungarian, Polish, Slovakian, Slovenian, Romanian, 
Bulgarian and Croatian, and explained how the speakers’ list is established during the 
meeting.

3. Chair’s announcements concerning coordinators’ decisions

The Chair announced that in line with rule 214 of Parliament’s rules of procedure, the final 
record of decisions of the AFET Coordinators adopted by written procedure on 9 February 
2023 as well as the record of decisions of the AFET Coordinators’ meeting of 28 February 
have been uploaded on the AFET intranet with all other documents for this meeting and that 
they would be attached to the minutes of this meeting.



PE745.430v01-00 2/20 PV\1275246EN.docx

EN

4. Approval of minutes of meetings
 8 December 2022 PV – PE739.785v01-00

Decision: The minutes were approved.

*** Electronic vote ***

5. Guidelines for the 2024 Budget - Section III
AFET/9/10707

2022/2184(BUI)

Rapporteur for the opinion:
Carina Ohlsson (S&D) AD – PE740.752v02-00

AM – PE742.499v01-00
Responsible:

BUDG – Janusz Lewandowski (PPE) PR – PE742.451v01-00
AM – PE745.210v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion

Decision: Adopted: 40 votes to 2, with 0 abstentions
8 adopted amendments: Compromise Amendments 1-8

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 14 February 2023, 12.00

Before the vote on agenda item 6, the Chair gave the floor to MEP Mick Wallace who 
announced his intention to table a minority position on the own-initiative report on “EU Rapid 
Deployment Capacity, EU Battlegroups and Article 44 TEU: the way forward”.

6. EU Rapid Deployment Capacity, EU Battlegroups and Article 44 TEU: the way 
forward
AFET/9/10184

2022/2145(INI)

Rapporteur:
Javi López (S&D) PR – PE736.698v01-00

AM – PE739.615v01-00
AM – PE739.607v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

 Adoption of draft report

Decision: Adopted: 43 votes to 2, with 0 abstentions

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 30 November 2022, 12.00

7. Critical technologies for security and defence: state of play and future challenges
AFET/9/09473

2022/2079(INI)

Rapporteur for the opinion:
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Dragoş Tudorache (Renew) PA – PE739.574v01-00
AM – PE742.337v01-00

Responsible:
ITRE* – Riho Terras (PPE) PR – PE738.598v02-00

AM – PE739.727v01-00
 Adoption of draft opinion

Decision: Adopted: 41 votes to 2, with 0 abstentions

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 31 January 2023, 12.00

*** End of electronic vote ***

* * *

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 and continued at 9:46 with Urmas Paet (2nd Vice-Chair) 
presiding.

9 March 2023, 9.45 – 10.30

8. Exchange of views with the EEAS on the situation in Mexico including a state of 
play of the negotiations of the EU-Mexico Global Agreement

Speakers: Jonathan Hatwell (Head of Division for Mexico, Central America and Caribbean at 
the EEAS), Massimiliano Smeriglio (Chair of the Delegation to the EUMexico Joint 
Parliamentary Committee), Javi López (AFET standing rapporteur for Mexico), 
Francisco José Millán Mon, Georgios Kyrtsos, Jordi Solé, Gabriel Mato

The meeting continued at 10:35 with Urmas Paet and Lukas Mandl (4th Vice-Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Security and Defence) co-chairing.

9 March 2023, 10.30 – 11.15

Jointly with the Subcommittee on Security and Defence

9. Presentation of the Third Joint Declaration on EU-NATO cooperation with 
Stefano Sannino, Secretary General of the EEAS

Speakers: Stefano Sannino, Tom Vandenkendelaere, Michael Gahler, Tonino Picula, Petras 
Auštrevičius, Reinhard Bütikofer, Mick Wallace, Francisco José Millán Mon, Nacho 
Sánchez Amor, Dacian Cioloş, Mounir Satouri
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9 March 2023, 11.15 – 12.00

Jointly with the Subcommittee on Security and Defence

10. Presentation of the Crisis Response Centre with Stefano Sannino, Secretary 
General of the EEAS

Speakers: Stefano Sannino, Tonino Picula, Michael Gahler, 

* * *

The meeting continued at 12:07 with Urmas Paet chairing.

9 March 2023, 12.00 – 12.30

Joint debate

11. Framework Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation between the European 
Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Government of Malaysia, 
of the other part
AFET/9/10016
*** 2022/0221(NLE) 11714/2022 – C9-0430/2022

Rapporteur:
Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor (PPE) PR – PE742.469v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

Opinions:
DEVE  Decision: no opinion
INTA  Decision: no opinion
ECON  Decision: no opinion
EMPL  Decision: no opinion
ENVI  Decision: no opinion
ITRE
TRAN  Decision: no opinion
AGRI  Decision: no opinion
PECH  Decision: no opinion
CULT  Decision: no opinion
JURI  Decision: no opinion
LIBE  Decision: no opinion

 Consideration of draft recommendation (consent)

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments:14 March 2023, 17.00

12. Framework Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation between the European 
Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Government of Malaysia, 
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of the other part
AFET/9/10942

2022/0221M(NLE)

Rapporteur:
Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor (PPE) PR – PE742.309v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

Opinions:
DEVE  Decision: no opinion
INTA  Decision: no opinion
ECON  Decision: no opinion
EMPL  Decision: no opinion
ENVI
ITRE
TRAN
AGRI  Norbert Lins (PPE) AL – PE742.389v01-00
PECH
CULT  Decision: no opinion
JURI  Decision: no opinion
LIBE  Decision: no opinion

 Consideration of draft motion for a resolution

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments:14 March 2023, 17.00

Speakers: Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor, Tonino Picula, Jordi Solé, Barbara Plinkert (EEAS, Head of 
Division for South-East Asia)

* * *

13. Any other business

14. Next meetings
 22 March 2023, 9.00 – 11.00 and 11.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 18.30 (Brussels)
 23 March 2023, 10.00 – 13.00 (Brussels)

The meeting closed at 12.28.
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1. Guidelines for the 2024 Budget - Section III

1.1. Final vote

40 +
PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Traian Băsescu, Michael Gahler, Sunčana 

Glavak, Sandra Kalniete, Andrey Kovatchev, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, Antonio López-Istúriz 
White, Lukas Mandl, Gabriel Mato, Vangelis Meimarakis, Francisco José Millán Mon, Gheorghe-Vlad 
Nistor, Tom Vandenkendelaere, Javier Zarzalejos

Renew Petras Auštrevičius, Georgios Kyrtsos, Dragoş Tudorache

S&D Attila Ara-Kovács, Maria Arena, Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Eero Heinäluoma, 
Dietmar Köster, Javi López, Sven Mikser, Matjaž Nemec, Tonino Picula, Nacho Sánchez Amor, 
Massimiliano Smeriglio, Sergei Stanishev

Verts/ALE François Alfonsi, Reinhard Bütikofer, Francisco Guerreiro, Sergey Lagodinsky, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, 
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

2 -
The Left Clare Daly, Mick Wallace

0 0

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+  

-  

0  
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2. EU Rapid Deployment Capacity, EU Battlegroups and Article 44 TEU: the way 
forward

2.1. Final vote

43 +
PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Traian Băsescu, Michael Gahler, Sunčana 

Glavak, Sandra Kalniete, Andrey Kovatchev, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, Antonio López-Istúriz 
White, Lukas Mandl, Gabriel Mato, Vangelis Meimarakis, Francisco José Millán Mon, Gheorghe-Vlad 
Nistor, Janina Ochojska, Tom Vandenkendelaere, Javier Zarzalejos

Renew Petras Auštrevičius, Georgios Kyrtsos, Dragoş Tudorache

S&D Attila Ara-Kovács, Maria Arena, Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Eero Heinäluoma, 
Dietmar Köster, Javi López, Sven Mikser, Matjaž Nemec, Pina Picierno, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, Nacho 
Sánchez Amor, Massimiliano Smeriglio, Sergei Stanishev

Verts/ALE François Alfonsi, Reinhard Bütikofer, Francisco Guerreiro, Sergey Lagodinsky, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, 
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

2 -
The Left Clare Daly, Mick Wallace

0 0

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+  

-  

0  
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3. Critical technologies for security and defence: state of play and future challenges

3.1. Final vote

41 +
PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, Traian Băsescu, Michael Gahler, Sunčana 

Glavak, Sandra Kalniete, Andrey Kovatchev, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, Antonio López-Istúriz 
White, Gabriel Mato, Vangelis Meimarakis, Francisco José Millán Mon, Gheorghe-Vlad Nistor, Janina 
Ochojska, Tom Vandenkendelaere, Javier Zarzalejos

Renew Petras Auštrevičius, Georgios Kyrtsos, Dragoş Tudorache

S&D Attila Ara-Kovács, Maria Arena, Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Eero Heinäluoma, 
Dietmar Köster, Javi López, Sven Mikser, Matjaž Nemec, Pina Picierno, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, Nacho 
Sánchez Amor, Sergei Stanishev

Verts/ALE François Alfonsi, Reinhard Bütikofer, Francisco Guerreiro, Sergey Lagodinsky, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, 
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

2 -
The Left Clare Daly, Mick Wallace

0 0

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+  

-  

0  
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COORDINATORS

9 February 2023
RECORD OF DECISIONS BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE

I. DECISION

1. Decision to submit to the Chair of the Conference of Committee Chairs AFET’s 
proposal on the update of Annex VI as follows:

ANNEX VI: POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES(1)

I. Committee on Foreign Affairs

Text proposed Amendment

Committee responsible for the promotion, 
implementation and monitoring of the 
Union’s foreign policy as regards:

No changes

1.   the common foreign and security policy 
(CFSP) and the common security and 
defence policy (CSDP); in this context the 
committee is assisted by a subcommittee 
on security and defence;

2.  relations with other Union institutions 
and bodies, the UNO and other 
international organisations and 
interparliamentary assemblies for matters 
falling under its responsibility;

No changes

No changes

3.   oversight of the European External 
Action Service;

3.   oversight of the European External 
Action Service, including the hearings of 
newly appointed Heads of EU Delegations 
in third countries and multilateral fora, as 
well as of the EU Special Representatives 
and Envoys; oversight of dialogues, such 
as the transatlantic dialogue on China, 
EU-NATO dialogue, as well as dialogues 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2022-07-11-RESP-AFET_EN.html#def1
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of the EU strategic partnerships;

4.   the strengthening of political relations 
with third countries by means of 
comprehensive cooperation and assistance 
programmes or international agreements 
such as association and partnership 
agreements;

No changes

5.   the opening, monitoring and 
concluding of negotiations concerning the 
accession of European States to the Union;

No changes

6.   all legislation, programming and 
scrutiny of actions carried out under the 
European Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights, the European 
Neighbourhood Instrument, the 
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance, 
the Instrument contributing to Stability 
and Peace and the Partnership 
Instrument for cooperation with third 
countries, and the policies underpinning 
them;

6.   all legislation, programming and 
scrutiny of actions carried out under 

- the Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument - 
Global Europe (NDICI-Global Europe), 
and any successor instruments, jointly 
with the Committee on Development,
- the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance, 

- the Global Gateway strategy,
- the European Endowment for 
Democracy,
and the policies underpinning them, as well 
as scrutiny of the remaining 
implementation of the preceding 
instruments;

7. the monitoring and follow-up of, inter 
alia, the European Neighbourhood Policy 
(ENP), in particular with regard to ENP 
Annual Progress Reports;

No changes

8.   issues concerning democracy, the rule 
of law, human rights, including the rights 
of minorities, in third countries and the 
principles of international law; in this 
context the committee is assisted by a 

No changes
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subcommittee on human rights, which 
should ensure coherence between all the 
Union’s external policies and its human 
rights policy; without prejudice to the 
relevant rules, members from other 
committees and bodies with 
responsibilities in this field shall be invited 
to attend the meetings of the subcommittee.

8a (new). The EU response to possible 
interference by third countries in 
democratic processes in the EU and 
worldwide.

9.   Parliament’s involvement in election 
observation missions, where appropriate in 
cooperation with other relevant committees 
and delegations.

The committee provides political oversight 
to, and coordinates the work of, joint 
parliamentary committees and 
parliamentary cooperation committees as 
well as that of the interparliamentary 
delegations and ad hoc delegations falling 
within its remit.

9.   Parliament’s involvement in election 
observation missions, where appropriate in 
cooperation with other relevant 
committees, delegations and bodies; 

No changes
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COORDINATORS MEETING

Tuesday 28 February, 17.00-18.30

FINAL RECORD OF DECISIONS 

I. CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. CCC reflection day

The Chair informed the Coordinators about the latest agenda of the reflection day of the 
Conference of Committee Chairs on 7 March.

B. A letter from the CONT Chair to Commissioner Hahn on information about NGOs

The Chair informed the Coordinators about a letter from the Chair of the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, Monika HOHLMEIER to the Commissioner for Budget and 
Administration, Johannes Hahn asking for information about funds allocated to “Fight against 
impunity”, “No peace without justice” and other NGOs. The Commission’s reply was also 
shared with the Coordinators.

C. Joint AFET/DEVE/DROI meeting with Kevin Casas-Zamora, Secretary-General of 
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance

The Coordinators were informed about a joint DEVE/AFET/DROI exchange of views with the 
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) and the Swedish 
Presidency in the context of the mid-term review of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and 
Democracy 2020-2024 which was scheduled for 1 March 2023, from 11.00-12.30.

D. AFET own-initiative reports

The Chair updated the Coordinators on the latest state of play of AFET own-initiative reports. 

 Authorisation to be requested for the reports on EU-Switzerland relations and on 
Relations with Belarus to fill the two available slots for INI reports

 Decision to request authorisation for  Recommendation on Syria, under Rule 118 (initial 
request was for an INI report on the situation in Syria as endorsed by Coordinators' 
decision of 8 November 2022)
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II. DECISIONS

A. Decisions on procedures/appointments

1. Reports

a. Joint implementation report on the NDICI-Global Europe 

 Decision to attribute the co-rapporteurship of this report to the EPP and S&D groups for 
2 points (each group)

2. Opinions

a. Providing macro-financial assistance to the Republic of North Macedonia
2023/0034(COD) AFET/9/11246
Lead Committee: INTA

 Decision not to draft an opinion

B. Programme of hearings during the second half of 2023

 Decision to request the authorisation of following AFET hearings for the second half of 
2023:

- The EU sanctions regime - implementation, expansion, efficiency and deterring 
impact

- The situation in Syria 12 years after the revolution: Standstill, Dynamics, EU 
response, and Future Prospects?

- The EU's preventive diplomacy  - practice makes (not yet) perfect

 Decision to organise exchange of views during the upcoming AFET Committee 
meetings on some other proposals from political groups, including on:
- the Wagner group (jointly with SEDE)
- EU - Japan strategic partnership 
- EU - Swiss relations
- Mid-term evaluation of GAP III
- Preparation of Ukraine’s accession to the EU

C. Programme of activities with national parliaments during the second half of 2023

 Decision to send AFET delegation to the Interparliamentary Conference on 
CFSP/CSDP on 3-5 September in Madrid, under the Spanish Presidency of the Council.  
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III.ITEMS FOR A DISCUSSION

A. Item for an AFET agenda - priority question for written answer (P-002912/2022) - 
request from the Greens/EFA group

 Decision to mandate the Chair to request an answer from the Commission. 

B. Cooperation between AFET and ING2

 Decision to contribute to the final report of the special committee on foreign interference 
in all democratic processes in the European Union, including disinformation (ING2) 
with a letter from the Chair.

C. Meetings with representatives of third countries

Following a brief presentation by the Chair, Coordinators exchanged views on this topic, 
ahead of the forthcoming discussion at the Conference of Presidents on this subject.
 

IV. MOTIONS FOR A RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO RULE 143 OF THE RULES 
OF PROCEDURE

No motions for resolutions received.

V. PETITIONS

A. Petition for opinion

1. Petition No 1305/2021 by J.A.R.P. (Spanish), on behalf of “Asociación de Cubanos 
por la Democracia” (Cuban Association for Democracy), on the European Union’s 
relationship with Cuba

 Decision to send this petition to DROI for opinion.

B. Petitions for information

 Decision to acknowledge the reception of petitions listed in the annex and not to follow 
up on them.

VI. SUBCOMMITTEES

A. DROI 
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No decisions for endorsement. DROI Coordinators did not meet since the last AFET 
Coordinators meeting.

B. SEDE 

No decisions for endorsement. SEDE Coordinators did not meet since the last AFET 
Coordinators meeting.

VII. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A. A forum on partnerships in EU security and defence (the "Schuman Forum")

The Chair informed Coordinators about a letter from HRVP Borrell, requesting Parliament’s 
assistance and support for part of the programme of the “Schuman Forum”. Coordinators agreed 
with the Chair’s suggestion to clarify the Parliament’s role and bring it to the President’s 
attention. 

B. Statement of the delegation for relations with Palestine

Following the statement issued by the EP’s Delegation for relations with Palestine after the 
official mission to the West Bank and to Gaza, during which a Member of the EP delegation 
was denied access to the country, the Chair informed Coordinators that this matter is being 
followed-up at the level of the EP President and possibly the Conference of Presidents.

C. AFET monitoring group for sanctions

 Decision to put this item on the agenda of the next Coordinators meeting 

D. Next meeting 

The next ordinary AFET Coordinators meeting will take place on 22 March 2023 (11.00-
12.30).  
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