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MINUTES

Meeting of 20 September 2023, 9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 16.45 and 17.00 – 18.00  
(coordinators’ meeting)  

and 21 September 2023, 9.00 – 11.15

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 09.07 on Wednesday, 20 September 2023, with David McAllister 
(Chair) presiding.

1. Adoption of agenda AFET_OJPE752.952v2-00

The Chair proposed the addition of one new point on the agenda - an exchange of views 
with the EEAS on the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Speaker: Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz took the floor on the agenda.

The agenda was adopted as modified.

2. Chair's announcements

The Chair announced the linguistic profile of the meeting.

3. Approval of minutes of meetings

No minutes were put for approval.
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*** Electronic vote ***

4. 2022 Commission Report on Montenegro
AFET/9/10923

2022/2202(INI)

Rapporteur:
Tonino Picula (S&D) AM – PE751.625v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

 Adoption of draft report

Decision: Adopted.: 51 votes to 3, with 3 abstentions
adopted amendments: COMP 1-COMP 32, AM 200
rejected amendments: none
presented: COMP 1-COMP 32, AM 200

 Deadline for tabling amendments:4 July 2023, 11.00

5. Draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2024
AFET/9/12268

2023/0264(BUD) 11565/2023 – C9-0336/2023

Rapporteur for the opinion:
Carina Ohlsson (S&D) AD – PE749.970v02-00

AM – PE751.855v01-00
Responsible:

BUDG – Siegfried Mureşan (PPE)
Nils Ušakovs (S&D)

PR – PE753.546v01-00
DT – PE751.923v01-00
DT – PE749.934v02-00

 Adoption of draft opinion

Decision: Adopted.: 49 votes to 6, with 2 abstentions
adopted amendments: COMP 1
rejected amendments: none
presented: COMP 1

 Deadline for tabling amendments:19 July 2023, 12.00
Speaker: Carina Ohlsson

6. Report on the ongoing negotiations on a status agreement on operational 
activities carried out by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) 
in Mauritania
AFET/9/12233

2023/2087(INI)

Rapporteur for the opinion:
Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew) AD – PE749.910v02-00

AM – PE750.231v01-00
Responsible:
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LIBE* – Tineke Strik (Verts/ALE) PR – PE749.932v01-00
AM – PE751.722v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion

Decision: Adopted.: 29 votes to 5, with 23 abstentions
10 adopted amendments
2 rejected amendments
12 presented

 Deadline for tabling amendments:30 June 2023, 12.00

7. Report on the ongoing negotiations on a status agreement on operational 
activities carried out by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) 
in Senegal
AFET/9/12231

2023/2086(INI)

Rapporteur for the opinion:
Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew) AM – PE751.574v01-00

Responsible:
LIBE* – Cornelia Ernst (The Left)

 Adoption of draft opinion

Decision: Adopted.: 29 votes to 5, with 23 abstentions
11 adopted amendments
2 rejected amendments
13 presented

 Deadline for tabling amendments:30 June 2023, 12.00

8. Establishing the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (‘STEP’) and 
amending Directive 2003/87/EC, Regulations (EU) 2021/1058, (EU) 2021/1056, 
(EU) 2021/1057, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) 2021/1060, (EU) 
2021/523, (EU) 2021/695, (EU) 2021/697 and (EU) 2021/241
AFET/9/12525
***I 2023/0199(COD) COM(2023)0335 – C9-0209/2023

Rapporteur for the opinion:
Nathalie Loiseau (Renew) AL – PE752.672v01-00

Responsible:
BUDG, 
ITRE* – 

José Manuel Fernandes
(PPE)
Christian Ehler (PPE)

PR – PE752.782v01-00
AM – PE752.908v01-00
AM – PE752.907v01-00

 Adoption of draft opinion in letter form

Speaker: Nathalie Loiseau

Decision: Adopted.: 45 votes to 9, with 4 abstentions
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*** End of electronic vote ***

The meeting ended at 09:23 and resumed at 9.53.

20 September 2023, 9.45 – 12.30

*** In camera ***

9. Debriefing on the Informal ministerial meeting on foreign affairs (Gymnich) - 
Toledo, Spain, 31 August 2023

*** End of in camera ***

* * *

11. EU-China relations
AFET/9/12642

2023/2127(INI)

Rapporteur:
Hilde Vautmans (Renew) PR – PE752.785v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

 Consideration of draft report

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 5 October 2023, 18.00

  Speakers: Hilde Vautmans, Željana Zovko on behalf of shadow rapporteur Radosław 
Sikorski, Pedro Marques, Reinhard Bütikofer, Hermann Tertsch, Dominic Porter (EEAS)

12. EU-US relations
AFET/9/12641

2023/2126(INI)

Rapporteur:
Tonino Picula (S&D) PR – PE752.865v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

 Consideration of draft report

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments:5 October 2023, 18.00

Speakers: Tonino Picula, Željana Zovko, Dragoş Tudorache, Reinhard Bütikofer, 
Ruth Bajada (EEAS)
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13. EU-Japan relations
AFET/9/12574

2023/2107(INI)

Rapporteur:
Reinhard Bütikofer (Verts/ALE) PR – PE752.823v01-00

Responsible:
AFET*

Opinions:
INTA*  Danilo Oscar Lancini (ID) PA – PE751.897v02-00

 Consideration of draft report

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments:5 October 2023, 18.00
Speakers: Reinhard Bütikofer, Karsten Lucke, Arba Kokalari, Roland Honekamp

14. EU strategy on Central Asia
AFET/9/12573

2023/2106(INI)

Rapporteur:
Karsten Lucke (S&D) PR – PE752.889v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

 Consideration of draft report

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments:10 October 2023, 12.00
Speakers: Karsten Lucke, Andrius Kubilius, Klemen Grošelj, Viola 
von Cramon-Taubadel, Andrea Rossi (EEAS)

15. Implementation of the common foreign and security policy – annual report 2023
AFET/9/12599

2023/2117(INI)

Rapporteur:
David McAllister (PPE) PR – PE752.694v01-00

Responsible:
AFET

Opinions:
AFCO  Decision: no opinion

 Consideration of draft report

Decision: Consideration

 Deadline for tabling amendments:25 September 2023, 12.00
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Speakers: David McAllister (Rapporteur), Thijs Reuten, Hilde Vautmans, Reinhard 
Bütikofer

* * *

10. The situation in Nagorno-Karabakh - exchange of views with the EEAS
Speakers: Luc Devigne, Marina Kaljurand, Chair of the Delegation for relations with 
South Caucasus, Andrey Kovatchev, Standing Rapporteur on Armenia, Michael Gahler, 
Isabel Santos, Nathalie Loiseau, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Charlie Weimers, 
Giorgos Georgiou, Miriam Lexmann, Raphaël Glucksmann, Željana Zovko, Standing 
Rapporteur on Azerbaijan, Bernard Guetta, François Alfonsi, Assita Kanko, Loucas 
Fourlas, François-Xavier Bellamy, Angel Dzhambazki, Andrius Kubilius, Anja Haga

The meeting ended at 12:39.

20 September 2023, 14.30 – 15.30

Jointly with the Committee on Development (DEVE) and the Subcommittee on Human 
Rights (DROI)

The meeting started at 14:34 chaired jointly by David McAllister, AFET Chair, Tomas Tobé, 
DEVE Chair and Udo Bullmann, DROI Chair.

16. Sakharov Prize 2023: Presentation of candidates
Speakers: David Lega, Rasa Juknevičienė, Raphaël Glucksmann, Frédérique Ries, 
Katalin Cseh, Róża Thun und Hohenstein on behalf of Petras Auštrevičius, Angel 
Dzhambazki, Bernhard Zimniok, Heidi Hautala, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, 
Gabriel Mato, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Malin Björk, Udo Bullmann, Tomas Tobé

20 September 2023, 15.30 – 16.45

Jointly with the Committee on Development (DEVE) and the Subcommittee on Security 
and Defence (SEDE)

The meeting started at 14:34 chaired jointly by David McAllister, AFET Chair, Tomas Tobé, 
DEVE Chair and Rasa Juknevičienė, SEDE Vice-Chair.

17. Exchange of views on demining actions in Ukraine as a consequence of Russia's 
war of aggression
Speakers: Oleh Stoiev, special advisor Ministry of Economy Ukraine, Roman 
Prymush, Deputy Head of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, Colonel Yevhenii 
Zubarevskyi, Secretariat of National Mine Action Authority, Ukraine, James Cowan, 
HALO Trust, Roxana Cristina Bobolicu, Ukraine’s Head of Humanitarian Disarmament 
and Peacebuilding, Danish Refugee Council, Peter Wagner, Director (FPI), European 
Commission, Karsten Lucke, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Tomas Tobé, Rasa 
Juknevičienė
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The joint meetings ended at 16:41.

20 September 2023, 17.00 – 18.00

18. Coordinators’ meeting

* * *

21 September 2023, 9.00 – 10.00

The meeting started at 09.06 with Željana Zovko (AFET Vice-Chair) presiding.

19. Presentation of the Study on 'Qualified majority voting in foreign and security 
policy'
Speakers: Lenka Jancova (EPRS), Dr Giulia Tercovich and Dr Daniel Fiott Centre for 
Security, Diplomacy and Strategy, Brussels School of Governance, Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel, Dr. Heidrun Maurer of Danube University Krems, Michael Gahler, Tonino 
Picula, Klemen Grošelj, Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Thijs Reuten, Katalin Cseh, 
Dietmar Köster, 

The meeting ended at 10.15

21 September 2023, 10.00 – 11.15

Jointly with the Committee on Development (DEVE)

The meeting started at 10.17 with Željana Zovko (AFET Vice-Chair) and Stéphane Bijoux 
(DEVE Vice-Chair)

20. Debriefing on the presidential and parliamentary elections in Zimbabwe and 
Guatemala
Speakers: Jordi Cañas, Duccio Bandini (EEAS), Leopoldo López Gil, Nacho Sánchez 
Amor, Antoni Comín i Oliveres, Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Andreas Schieder, Luisa 
Ragher (EEAS), Carlos Zorrinho, Urmas Paet, 

* * *

21. Debriefing on the AFET missions to Japan and Taiwan (24-28 July 2023)
Speakers: Urmas Paet

22. Any other business

23. Next meetings



PE753.623v01-00 8/18 PV\1294059EN.docx

EN

 12 October 2023, 8.00 – 11.30 (Brussels)

The meeting ended at 11:38.
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1. 2022 Commission Report on Montenegro

1.1. Final vote

51 +
ECR Angel Dzhambazki, Hermann Tertsch

ID Anna Bonfrisco

PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Traian Băsescu, Vladimír Bilčík, Gheorghe Falcă, Michael Gahler, 
Sunčana Glavak, Andrey Kovatchev, Andrius Kubilius, David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, 
Antonio López-Istúriz White, David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Dace Melbārde, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, 
Javier Zarzalejos, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Željana Zovko

Renew Katalin Cseh, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Georgios Kyrtsos, Nathalie Loiseau, Javier Nart, Jan-
Christoph Oetjen, Hilde Vautmans

S&D Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Dietmar Köster, Sven Mikser, Alessandra Moretti, Matjaž 
Nemec, Carina Ohlsson, Juozas Olekas, Demetris Papadakis, Nikos Papandreou, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, 
Nacho Sánchez Amor, Isabel Santos, Andreas Schieder

Verts/ALE Alviina Alametsä, Reinhard Bütikofer, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Thomas 
Waitz

3 -
ID Thierry Mariani, Anders Vistisen

NI Kostas Papadakis

3 0
The Left Giorgos Georgiou, Manu Pineda, Mick Wallace

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+

-

0
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2. Draft general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2024

2.1. Final vote

49 +
ID Anna Bonfrisco

PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Traian Băsescu, Vladimír Bilčík, Gheorghe Falcă, Michael Gahler, 
Sunčana Glavak, Andrey Kovatchev, Andrius Kubilius, David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, 
Antonio López-Istúriz White, David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Dace Melbārde, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, 
Javier Zarzalejos, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Željana Zovko

Renew Katalin Cseh, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Georgios Kyrtsos, Nathalie Loiseau, Javier Nart, Jan-
Christoph Oetjen, Hilde Vautmans

S&D Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Dietmar Köster, Sven Mikser, Alessandra Moretti, Matjaž 
Nemec, Carina Ohlsson, Juozas Olekas, Demetris Papadakis, Nikos Papandreou, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, 
Nacho Sánchez Amor, Isabel Santos, Andreas Schieder

Verts/ALE Alviina Alametsä, Reinhard Bütikofer, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Thomas 
Waitz

6 -
ID Thierry Mariani, Anders Vistisen

NI Kostas Papadakis

The Left Giorgos Georgiou, Manu Pineda, Mick Wallace

2 0
ECR Angel Dzhambazki, Hermann Tertsch

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+

-

0
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3. Report on the ongoing negotiations on a status agreement on operational 
activities carried out by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency 
(Frontex) in Mauritania

3.1. Final vote

29 +
Renew Katalin Cseh, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Georgios Kyrtsos, Nathalie Loiseau, Javier Nart, Jan-

Christoph Oetjen, Hilde Vautmans

S&D Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Dietmar Köster, Sven Mikser, Alessandra Moretti, Matjaž 
Nemec, Carina Ohlsson, Juozas Olekas, Demetris Papadakis, Nikos Papandreou, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, 
Nacho Sánchez Amor, Isabel Santos, Andreas Schieder

Verts/ALE Alviina Alametsä, Reinhard Bütikofer, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, Thomas 
Waitz

5 -
ID Anna Bonfrisco, Thierry Mariani, Anders Vistisen

NI Kostas Papadakis

The Left Giorgos Georgiou

23 0
ECR Angel Dzhambazki, Hermann Tertsch

PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Traian Băsescu, Vladimír Bilčík, Gheorghe Falcă, Michael Gahler, 
Sunčana Glavak, Andrey Kovatchev, Andrius Kubilius, David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, 
Antonio López-Istúriz White, David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Dace Melbārde, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, 
Javier Zarzalejos, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Željana Zovko

The Left Manu Pineda, Mick Wallace

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+

-

0



PV\1294059EN.docx 13/18 PE753.623v01-00

EN

4. Report on the ongoing negotiations on a status agreement on operational 
activities carried out by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency 
(Frontex) in Senegal

4.1. Final vote

29 +
PPE Željana Zovko

Renew Katalin Cseh, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Georgios Kyrtsos, Nathalie Loiseau, Javier Nart, Jan-
Christoph Oetjen, Hilde Vautmans

S&D Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Dietmar Köster, Sven Mikser, Alessandra Moretti, Matjaž 
Nemec, Carina Ohlsson, Juozas Olekas, Demetris Papadakis, Nikos Papandreou, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, 
Nacho Sánchez Amor, Isabel Santos, Andreas Schieder

Verts/ALE Alviina Alametsä, Reinhard Bütikofer, Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, Thomas Waitz

5 -
ID Anna Bonfrisco, Thierry Mariani, Anders Vistisen

NI Kostas Papadakis

The Left Giorgos Georgiou

23 0
ECR Angel Dzhambazki, Hermann Tertsch

PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Traian Băsescu, Vladimír Bilčík, Gheorghe Falcă, Michael Gahler, 
Sunčana Glavak, Andrey Kovatchev, Andrius Kubilius, David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, 
Antonio López-Istúriz White, David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Dace Melbārde, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, 
Javier Zarzalejos, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez

The Left Marisa Matias, Manu Pineda, Mick Wallace

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+

-

0
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5. Establishing the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (‘STEP’) and 
amending Directive 2003/87/EC, Regulations (EU) 2021/1058, (EU) 2021/1056, 
(EU) 2021/1057, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) 2021/1060, (EU) 
2021/523, (EU) 2021/695, (EU) 2021/697 and (EU) 2021/241

5.1. Final vote

45 +
ID Anna Bonfrisco

PPE Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov, Traian Băsescu, Vladimír Bilčík, Gheorghe Falcă, Michael Gahler, 
Sunčana Glavak, Andrey Kovatchev, Andrius Kubilius, David Lega, Miriam Lexmann, Leopoldo López Gil, 
Antonio López-Istúriz White, David McAllister, Vangelis Meimarakis, Dace Melbārde, Isabel Wiseler-Lima, 
Javier Zarzalejos, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Željana Zovko

RENEW Katalin Cseh, Klemen Grošelj, Bernard Guetta, Georgios Kyrtsos, Nathalie Loiseau, Javier Nart, 
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Hilde Vautmans

S&D Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Raphaël Glucksmann, Dietmar Köster, Sven Mikser, Alessandra Moretti, Matjaž 
Nemec, Carina Ohlsson, Juozas Olekas, Demetris Papadakis, Nikos Papandreou, Tonino Picula, Thijs Reuten, 
Isabel Santos, Andreas Schieder, Nacho Sánchez Amor

VERTS/ALE Alviina Alametsä, Reinhard Bütikofer

9 -
ID Thierry Mariani, Anders Vistisen

NI Kostas Papadakis

The Left Marisa Matias, Manu Pineda, Mick Wallace

VERTS/ALE Mounir Satouri, Jordi Solé, Thomas Waitz

4 0
ECR Angel Dzhambazki, Hermann Tertsch

The Left Giorgos Georgiou

VERTS/ALE Viola von Cramon-Taubadel

Corrections to votes and voting intentions

+

-

0
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DEVE: Tomas Tobé (P) (1), Mercedes Bresso (1) (1VP), Stéphane Bijoux (3VP) (2)

DROI: Udo Bullmann (P) (1)

SEDE: Nikos Papandreou (1VP) (1), Rasa Juknevičienė (2VP) (1)
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AFET: Alviina Alametsä (1), Alexander Alexandrov Yordanov(1,2), François Alfonsi (1), Petras Auštrevičius (2), Traian Băsescu (1), 
Anna Bonfrisco (1), Reinhard Bütikofer (1,2), Fabio Massimo Castaldo (2), Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz (1), Katalin Cseh (1,2) Michael 
Gahler (1,2), Giorgos Georgiou (1), Sunčana Glavak (1), Raphaël Glucksmann (1), Klemen Grošelj (1,2), Bernard Guetta (1), Sandra 
Kalniete (1,2), Dietmar Köster (1,2), Andrius Kubilius (1), David Lega (1), Miriam Lexmann (1), Nathalie Loiseau (1), Leopoldo López 
Gil (1,2), Antonio López-Istúriz White (1), Thierry Mariani (1), Pedro Marques (1), Marisa Matias (1), Vangelis Meimarakis (1), Sven 
Mikser (1), Francisco José Millán Mon (2), Alessandra Moretti (1), Javier Nart (1), Matjaž Nemec (1), Demetris Papadakis (1), Kostas 
Papadakis (1), Tonino Picula (1,2), Manu Pineda (1), Thijs Reuten (1,2),  Nacho Sánchez Amor (1,2), Isabel Santos (1), Mounir Satouri 
(1), Andreas Schieder (1,2), Jordi Solé (1), Hermann Tertsch (1), Hilde Vautmans (1), Anders Vistisen (1), Viola von Cramon-Taubadel 
(1), Thomas Waitz (1), Charlie Weimers (1), Isabel Wiseler-Lima (1), Bernhard Zimniok (1)

DEVE: María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos (1)

DROI: Heidi Hautala (1), Miguel Urbán Crespo (1)

Заместници/Suplentes/Náhradníci/Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Asendusliikmed/Αναπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suppléants/Zamjenici/ 
Supplenti/Aizstājēji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Póttagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastępcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanţi/Náhradníci/ 
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AFET: Vladimír Bilčík (1), Malin Björk (1), Dacian Cioloş (1), Angel Dzhambazki (1), Loucas Fourlas (1), Anja Haga (1), Evin Incir 
(1,2), Rasa Juknevičienė (1), Assita Kanko (1), Arba Kokalari (1), Andrey Kovatchev (1,2), Georgios Kyrtsos (1), Karsten Lucke (1), 
Gabriel Mato (1), Carina Ohlsson (1), Juozas Olekas (1), Frédérique Ries (1), Tom Vandenkendelaere (1), Mick Wallace (1), Javier 
Zarzalejos (1)

DEVE: Antoni Comín i Oliveres (2), Jan-Christoph Oetjen (1), Carlos Zorrinho (2)

209 (7)
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