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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the Community is committed to the development, diversification and integration 
of renewable energy sources in order simultaneously to reduce its energy dependency and 
combat climate change,

B. whereas significant differences in progress exist between Member States and between 
sectors,

C. whereas global energy use will continue to grow rapidly,

D. whereas the EU approved the Kyoto protocol and committed itself to reduce CO2 
emissions by 8 % in relation to 1990 levels,

E. whereas, alongside the development of renewable energy, a significant improvement in 
energy efficiency is needed,

F. whereas fossil resources are limited and the EU therefore remains dependent on energy 
imports,

G. whereas sustainable development includes environmental, economic and social aspects,

H. noting that the recent reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has introduced 
aid to encourage energy crops,

I. whereas it must be conveyed with greater emphasis to the Commission that environmental 
objectives must be achieved more than is currently the case throughout the whole 
Community,

1. Welcomes the Commission’s communication as a basis for examining progress towards 
the Union’s goals in renewable energy;

2. Suggests that, where applicable, the Commission should work towards the removal of 
administrative and network-specific obstacles in the Member States concerned and the 
creation of attractive encouragement schemes;

3. Welcomes the initiative of the Commission to set up a Biomass Action Plan; however, as 
it is a complex and controversial issue, calls on the Commission to hold widespread public 
and stakeholder consultation in order to set up a balanced and ambitious working plan for 
the future;

4. Recognises the contribution made by the CAP to the production of renewable energy, via 
biomass and biofuels, and urges that their further development and use be encouraged; 
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considers it indispensable to increase the possibility of the co-funding of investment 
schemes by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the other 
Structural Funds so as to ensure the balanced and rational development and use of 
renewable energy, provided the energy and environmental outcomes of this use prove 
positive and compatible with sustainable production methods;

5. Recognises the potential of renewable energy production to simultaneously and 
effectively diversify and secure farm income, create jobs, protect nature and produce clean 
energy; points out, however, that the security of food supply must continue to take 
precedence over energy production; considers, therefore, that measures are necessary to 
prevent food production being replaced by energy production in good agricultural 
locations and food imports into the EU becoming still more numerous;

6. Considers that producers should be supported so that they can obtain the appropriate 
technology by taking part in the relevant national and Community programmes;

7. Urges the Commission to take new regulatory measures and increase the Union’s financial 
support with a view to encouraging research into renewable energy sources, innovation 
spreading, information sharing and energy economies;

8. Urges Member States to ensure that national taxation policy does not hinder development 
of biomass production;

9. Deplores that the EU is unlikely to meet its 12 % renewable energy consumption target in 
2010, and therefore asks the Commission and the Member States to intensify their efforts 
to meet these targets as early as possible; measures should be taken by the Commission to 
enable the Member States to meet their responsibilities in this regard;

10. Recognises the potential of a more coordinated policy on the sustainable use of biomass as 
a significant contributor to reaching the Kyoto, and even post-Kyoto, targets with 
particular regard to the carbon cycle, as one-third of the planned reduction in CO2 
emission could potentially be achieved by using renewable energies;

11. Calls for the use in energy production of agricultural and forestry by-products, such as 
crops grown on marginal land, hedge clippings and forestry by-products (waste wood), to 
be promoted as a priority, in order virtually to exclude competition with essential food 
production;

12. Takes the view that steps to encourage greater use of biomass in the production of a 
renewable form of energy using sustainable production methods must not be an excuse for 
the Union not to pursue research aimed at achieving greater energy efficiency (cutting 
down the energy used for fuel, heating, electricity, etc.), a potential means of lowering the 
financial burden of farmers;

13. Recognises the potential of biomass for sustainable farming and asks the Commission to 
increase its support for research and development of possible sources and uses, so that 
economically and environmentally sustainable schemes can be more widely implemented 
as soon as possible;
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14. Urges the Commission to look at the link between biomass production and safe utilisation 
of sludge matter;

15. Calls for the rules on coexistence and labelling that apply to the cultivation and use of 
GMOs in food production to apply also in the area of renewable energies;

16. Recognises the potential of renewable energy as an important means to boost employment 
and create regional added value in rural areas, thus conforming to the Lisbon and 
Gothenburg Strategies and making an important contribution to the European agricultural 
model;

17. Acknowledges the potential of using wind power in appropriate locations in terms of 
avoiding CO2 emissions and diversifying agricultural income.
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