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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

A. having regard to the Ministerial Declaration adopted by members of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) at the Sixth WTO Ministerial Conference held in Hong Kong from 
13 to 18 December 2005, and the work programme for the coming months,

B. whereas the European Union wishes to preserve the European agricultural model as 
redefined in the Luxembourg Agreement of 23 June 2003 on the reform of the common 
agricultural policy (CAP),

C. whereas it is wholly in the interests of the European Union, as a major world player in the 
production and trading of agricultural products and agri-foods, to take part in the drafting 
of trade rules on a multilateral basis within the WTO and to seek a balanced global 
agreement between all sectors and all parties involved in the negotiations, 

1. Welcomes the European Union's unity at the Sixth WTO Ministerial Conference; stresses 
that the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration is just one stage of the Doha Development 
Agenda and that, in this context, a balance among all the areas under negotiation is 
imperative; regrets, however, the limited scope of the Ministerial Declaration as regards 
development, and the absence of an overall offer from the European Union's main partners 
following the important step taken by the Community on 28 October 2005, particularly in 
terms of agriculture;

2. Acknowledges the importance of the forthcoming deadlines for establishing the modalities 
of negotiations and the need for balanced commitments as regards agriculture; reminds the 
Commission that these modalities should under no circumstances undermine either the 
European agricultural model or the multifunctional nature of agriculture;

3. Stresses that the undertakings entered into by the Commission during the agricultural 
negotiations within the WTO cannot go beyond the bounds of the current CAP 
arrangements or the negotiating mandate;

4. Believes that it is essential for the Commission's current offer to remain conditional in 
connection with the WTO Doha Development Agenda and for it to remain possible to 
withdraw it during the course of the negotiations should no satisfactory offers be 
forthcoming from other WTO partners;

5. Emphasises that the efforts already undertaken by Community producers through the 
successive CAP reforms constitute a substantial contribution to the round of negotiations; 
considers that this commitment should work in the European Union's favour in the 
endeavours to reach a balanced agreement and that, as a result, its concessions in other 
areas of the negotiations on agriculture, in particular market access, should be restricted;

6. Recalls the scope of the Luxembourg Agreement on the reform of the common 
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agricultural policy and insists on the need to define 'green box' measures, including 
decoupled support;

7. Considers that the European Union has already taken considerable steps to reduce trade-
distorting domestic support and that is essential, therefore, that the modalities due to be 
established by 30 April are forceful enough to ensure that other industrialised countries, 
particularly the larger among them, carry out reforms to their domestic policies;

8. Underlines the importance of commitments by all WTO members to abolish all forms of 
export subsidy by 2013 and of establishing quantified and binding disciplines on measures 
with equivalent effects, such as state trading enterprises or export monopolies, export 
credits and food aid;

9. Draws the Commission's attention to the need for a suitable definition of implementation 
modalities for the elimination of export subsidies in view of the consequences for market 
management; calls on the Commission, in this regard, to report to Parliament on its 
intentions on this issue so as to maintain the economic and social balance regarding 
Community agricultural sectors;

10. Considers that market access is an important issue for the negotiations and the 
implementation of CAP reform; believes that, in view of this, the general reduction of 
customs tariffs should be assessed in the light of the efforts made by all WTO members 
regarding the various aspects of the agricultural negotiations and of the European Union's 
efforts with regard to domestic support and export competition, in which connection it 
must remain possible to impose the same requirements on imported products as on home-
produced products;

11. In the face of the far-reaching removal of duties on agricultural products proposed within 
the framework of the WTO, is in favour of treating market access as a precautionary 
measure which can prevent economic, ecological and social dumping; proposes, therefore, 
the imposition of levies on agricultural imports, particularly by applying the special 
safeguard clause, if products are produced under conditions which breach human rights 
and international agreements and European legislation on protection of the environment 
and animals; proposes that the proceeds of such levies be channelled into improving food 
security and promoting rural development in the developing countries affected, thereby 
averting crises;

12. Calls on the Commission to draw up, in line with the economic interests of the Member 
States, a list of sensitive agricultural products that will be subject to a lesser degree of 
liberalisation than other products and to apply a special safeguard clause to agricultural 
products whose current tariff protection is inadequate or, according to analyses carried 
out, would become so following implementation of tariff reduction undertakings;

13. Regrets that the European Union has been unable to include recognition of the so-called 
Non-Trade Concerns (NTCs) in either the Ministerial Declaration or in its work 
programme for the coming months; calls on the Commission to give more priority to this 
issue in the coming negotiations;

14. Regrets that, in accordance with the framework adopted by the WTO General Council on 
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1 August 2004, no commitments have been made on non-trade aspects in the agricultural 
negotiations, and considers that sufficient progress has yet to be made on extending and 
consolidating arrangements for the protection of geographical indications;

15. Considers that, in negotiations under the auspices of the WTO, the Commission should 
strongly defend the importance of non-trade concerns in order to seek a worldwide 
consensus on this issue; considers that the Commission should also seek acceptance of 
Community non-trade demands in countries outside the EU;

16. Notes that the Institute d'Elevage et de Médecine Vétérinaire des Pays Tropicaux 
estimated the costs borne by European farmers for compliance with animal welfare 
standards and other NTCs to be around EUR 10 billion; stresses the heavy distortion of 
competition suffered by European farmers as long as imported products are not subject to 
the same standards as home products; notes that compensation through 'green box' 
payments is not a desirable solution, as such funding is expected to be largely insufficient;

17. Considers it crucial for discussions on the creation of an international register of wines 
and spirits and its extension to other products to be included in the agricultural 
negotiations; considers that this register, together with other products of high quality, 
could form the basis of a Community policy promoting quality products on the world 
market; calls, furthermore, for export interests relating to European products to be taken 
fully into account;

18. Notes the need for the European Union to strengthen its relations with the countries with 
which it shares a common vision in terms of agriculture, in particular the G10 and 
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries; considers in this regard that the opening 
of the Community market following recent commitments should apply first and foremost 
to the least-developed countries (LDCs) and to the ACP states; stresses that full account 
should be taken of the problems linked to the erosion of the preferential margins from 
which these countries benefit;

19. Stresses that the aim of the Doha Development Agenda is to improve developing 
countries' integration in world trade; considers that in order to achieve this aim 
industrialised and emerging countries must play an active role; welcomes, therefore, the 
agreement reached in Hong Kong on the opening of markets to products from LDCs, and 
the initial progress made at the Ministerial Conference towards finding a solution to the 
cotton issue raised by the African countries; considers, however, that the commitments by 
the United States fall far short of what is required; reminds the Commission of the need to 
find solutions more in keeping with the problems faced;

20. Considers that there should be differentiation between developing countries, which should 
be required to make liberalisation commitments that are proportional to their level of 
development, their economic potential and the competitiveness of their industrial and 
export sectors; takes the view that large agricultural producers and large exporters (such as 
India, Brazil and China) should undertake to engage in more extensive liberalisation than, 
for example, net food importers;

21. Considers that all concessions granted to developing and least-developed countries should 
be made conditional upon strict compliance with origin rules and the mechanism for the 
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prevention of triangular trade;

22. Considers that, with a view to ensuring transparency, the Commission should ensure that 
the Member States are kept informed at all times during the negotiations, particularly 
when important commitments are made; takes the view that actual implementation of the 
Commission's negotiating mandate should be confirmed during regular consultations with 
the Member States;

23. Calls on the Commission to provide the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development with assessments of the consequences of the concessions offered by the 
European Union in economic and social terms; also calls on the Commission to report 
regularly to the committee on how the discussions develop;

24. Calls on the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development to 
forward this opinion to the chairman of the Committee on International Trade.

JUSTIFICATION

The Sixth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organisation concluded with the 
adoption by WTO members of a Ministerial Declaration. 

This declaration, which supports the decision adopted by the WTO General Council on 1 
August 2004, is an important step towards completing the Doha Development Agenda, which 
was set out in the Declaration of 14 November 2001, with which the Fourth Ministerial 
Conference concluded. 

The WTO members were able to draft this joint declaration as a result of the European 
Union's determination to include precise commitments to allow better integration of the 
poorest countries in the growth of world trade. 

The European Union's position has been taken on board by its partners thanks to the unity 
among the Community institutions: Parliament, the Council and the Commission. This unity 
is all the more important now as the Ministerial Declaration provides for the acceleration of 
negotiations in order to complete the round by the end of this year. 

At the Sixth Ministerial Conference, WTO members agreed on three essential points, which 
should allow negotiations to advance: 

1. the parallel and progressive elimination of all forms of export subsidies and disciplines 
on all export measures with equivalent effect by the end of 2013; 

2. the setting-up of a specific system to provide market access for products from the least 
developed countries (LDCs), which, in spite of the fact that the opening applies to 
only 97% of tariff lines, is an important first step for these countries; 

3. the beginnings of a solution to the cotton dispute, a sensitive issue for African 
countries. 
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The Ministerial Declaration also set out a work agenda with the following deadlines: 

By 30 April 2006, negotiators will have to establish quantified modalities with regard to: 

- domestic support - the definition of bands for a tiered reduction and reduction levels 
for both the Aggregate Measurement of Support and the overall cut in trade-distorting 
domestic support; 

- export competition - the establishing of disciplines with respect to export credits and 
insurance programmes, export state trading enterprises and food aid, and the 
implementation modalities for the parallel and progressive elimination of all forms of 
export subsidy; 

- market access - the definition of bands for the cut in tariffs, along with the reduction 
levels for customs tariffs, the treatment of sensitive products and of special products 
with regard to developing countries, and the special safeguard clause; 

- the special and differential treatment applicable to developing countries in relation to 
the three areas of agricultural negotiations. 

By 31 July 2006, WTO members will have to submit quantified offers based on these 
modalities. 

The discussions on the lists of concessions should take place this autumn so that the round of 
negotiations begun at Doha can be completed by 31 December 2006. 

It is imperative that the European Union should play an active part in the discussions on the 
negotiation modalities that will lead to the drafting of lists of concessions.

An agreement for the trade negotiations can only be found if there is the following: 

- an overall balance in the negotiations in order to respect the single-undertaking 
principle; 

- balance within the agricultural negotiations, taking into account the efforts already 
undertaken by Community producers through a series of reforms and maintaining the 
CAP reform and the multifunctional nature of agriculture; 

- balance of the efforts made by members of the World Trade Organisation, taking into 
consideration their ability to take part in the negotiations and their level of 
development. With this in mind, it is essential to evaluate the conditions for the 
differentiation among developing countries and to limit the impact of trade 
liberalisation for those countries that have preferential agreements with the European 
Union by removing the preferences granted under these agreements. 

The unity shown by the European Union at the Sixth Ministerial Conference should remain 
intact. It is imperative, therefore, that the Commission should, wherever necessary, keep 
Parliament's Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development informed of progress in the 
negotiations. 
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