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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 

the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Notes that the commitments budgeted for agriculture and rural development have been 

increased, with EUR 43 813 million committed for direct aids and market-related 

expenditure and EUR 14 617 million for rural development, corresponding to an increase 

of 3 % and 1.3 % respectively compared to 2011; 

2. Notes that austerity measures are being implemented in many Member States in order to 

rebalance national budgets and reduce debts; 

3. Points out, however, that the projected margin of EUR 651.6 million for Heading 2 

represents a large reduction compared to 2011, which, according to the Commission, is 

mostly due to lower assigned revenues at this stage of the budgetary procedure and higher 

direct aids; notes with concern that, according to Commission estimates, the margin in the 

2013 budget will still be considerably reduced, which might require that the financial 

discipline mechanism be exercised in 2013; 

4. Notes that the increase in market-related expenditure and direct aids is due to the ongoing 

phasing-in of direct payments in the new Member States, which creates an additional 

budgetary need of roughly EUR 900 million per year, as well as to the lower amount of 

assigned revenue, compared to 2011, at this stage of the budgetary procedure, while 

expenditure on market interventions has in reality undergone a slight decrease; 

5. Welcomes the fact that there is an increase of 1.5 % in payment appropriations for rural 

development, with further payments in the context of the European Economic Recovery 

Plan also expected in 2012, and that funding of the EAFRD will be further increased and 

strengthened in 2012 with increased funds from modulation and specific transfers; 

6. Voices its concern about the Commission’s optimistic assumption that the evolution of 

agricultural markets will remain fairly stable and largely favourable, as well as about the 

consistent decrease in needs for market-related expenditure; points out that improved 

market situations often have differentiated impacts on certain sectors; urges the 

Commission to monitor developments in agricultural markets carefully and to be prepared 

to react swiftly and effectively with the necessary mechanisms to counter adverse market 

developments, such as the current situation in the olive oil sector and the pigmeat sector; 

7. Points out that ideally farmers should be able to obtain a reasonable standard of living via 

the market and should not be dependent for this purpose, as at present, on funds from the 

European agriculture budget; calls therefore on the Commission to identify the 

distribution of profit margins in the producer-to-consumer chain and, on the basis of the 

results of this investigation, to take measures to achieve a fair distribution of profit 

margins within the scope of the present competition policy; 

8. Underlines the importance of adequate financing for specific programmes such as the 
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school fruit scheme and school milk; recalls that those specific programmes not only 

benefit farmers but also support vulnerable population groups and encourage a healthier 

diet; 

9. Recalls that programmes for deprived persons have to be implemented in light of the 

proceedings before the General Court, as the Commission rightly points out in its 

statement of estimates; notes that the Court, in its Judgment T-576/08 of 13 April 2011, 

stated that only the supply of food coming from intervention stocks shall be covered by 

this programme as opposed to expenditure engendered by the buying of food supplies on 

the market; 

10. Stresses the importance of increasing the measures to promote high-quality local 

agricultural products at European and international level; notes that, for the promotion of 

local products, appropriate measures are required to encourage action to preserve and 

protect their distinctive characteristics and origin; 

11. Notes the Commission’s justification based on the improved disease situation and in 

particular the lower needs for the eradication of the bluetongue disease which explains the 

decreased financing for veterinary and phytosanitary measures; urges the Commission 

however to continue to monitor closely the situation regarding animal and plant health in 

order to maintain a high level of health and consumer protection; 

12. Calls on the Commission to establish a pilot project aimed at building a Europe-wide 

methodology, set of indicators and robust measurement capacity (per unit of production) 

to develop evidence-based agricultural programmes and support instruments that reward 

producers who deliver extra-environmental public goods and reduce agriculture GHG 

emissions, in view of the reform of the CAP post-2013; 

13. Calls for a pilot project to be introduced to provide information in schools, at points of 

sale and at other consumer contact points on the high-quality, food-safety, environmental 

and animal-welfare standards that European farmers have to meet, as compared with those 

required in third countries; believes that this project should highlight the important 

contribution made by the CAP in achieving these high standards and include explanations 

of the various quality schemes in force, such as denominations of origin and geographical 

indications; 

14. Supports the extension of the pilot project for a young farmers exchange programme, 

which provides an opportunity for cross-border exchange of knowledge, the potential 

integration of farm management methods and the promotion of practices that allow 

farmers to meet the demands of consumers and the dissemination of best-practice 

techniques in environmental protection, taking into particular account the challenges 

facing European agriculture. 
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