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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Industry, 

Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 

in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Underlines the importance that renewable energy has in Europe’s energy supply and 

supports the promotion of renewables as part of the EU’s climate-change strategy; 

2. Stresses that dependence on imported fossil fuels entails ever growing political and 

environmental risks, that obtaining them is increasingly costly to the Member States and 

consumers, and that renewable energy produced in Europe should therefore play a larger 

role in achieving energy security for the European Union;  

3. Emphasises the importance of enhancing the security of energy supply at affordable prices 

in view of the major challenges facing society today; both the security of energy supply 

and climate change have implications for foreign and security policies; 

4. Calls on the European Union to assign the Member States new, binding renewable energy 

targets for the period after 2020; 

5. Observes that incentives for renewable energy and support to research and development in 

this field promotes the international competitiveness of this industry; 

6. Points to the importance of gradually integrating renewables into the European energy 

market so that they become competitive on a sustainable basis; believes that aid for 

renewables should be of limited duration and subject to adjustment as the various 

technologies mature; 

7. Stresses, however, the problems involved in promoting and achieving sustainable use of 

renewables that are in line with climate, resource efficiency, biodiversity and EU Horizon 

2020 targets, as well as with site-specific environmental requirements; 

8 Emphasises that energy policy should not promote the production and use of renewable 

resources to the detriment of environmental sustainability; stresses the importance of 

resource efficient energy consumption and production on the farm level; recalls the 

potential for developing livestock farm biogas systems based on biowaste; 

9. Emphasises that energy policy should not promote the production and use of renewable 

resources to the detriment of social, economic and environmental sustainability; 

10 Calls on the EU to guarantee that the promotion of renewable resources in the production 

and use of energy will not jeopardise food security, high-quality sustainable food 

production or agricultural competitiveness; 

11. Acknowledges that a great challenge facing agriculture is to identify effective climate 

change measures that do not have a negative impact on food production, or that even have 

a positive one; 
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12. Points to the importance of research and technological development to encourage the 

production of second generation biofuels; stresses the importance of such biofuels for 

preventing adverse effects on food markets; 

13. Calls on the EU to ensure that energy measures to develop alternative fuels are not 

directly or indirectly incompatible with World Trade Organisation (WTO) commitments 

and do not expose the EU to acts of retaliation; 

14. Notes that a number of elements of the food system are vulnerable to higher energy costs 

and this could have adverse effects for producers and consumers; 

15. Stresses that a sound renewable energy strategy should regard reduction of waste and 

energy saving as fundamental objectives, in addition to that of making better use of 

renewable energy resources; 

16. Is aware of the role that innovation provisions under the CAP reform proposals for Rural 

Development should play in researching and disseminating techniques for sustainable 

production and uses for renewable energy and waste; 

17. Emphasises the importance of policies in respect of energy crops being predictable and 

cohesive; 

18. Acknowledges the importance of promoting and encouraging the development of on-farm 

sources of alternative energy, especially on a small scale, and of disseminating the 

relevant methods to farmers and consumers alike; 

19. Emphasises the contribution that cooperation among farmers might make to a successful 

outcome for the policy for promoting renewable resources; 

20. Calls on the European Investment Bank to create rolling funds, through financial 

intermediaries, to provide the necessary start-up capital, and technical support, for farm-

based and community-owned micro- and small-scale schemes for electricity and heat 

generation from renewables, the profits of which can be re-invested in additional schemes; 

21. Points out that the 2020 renewable energy targets set in the Renewable Energy Directive 

for the EU as a whole, as well as for the Member States, have spurred the use of 

renewable energy in Europe and in the European countryside; takes the view that the EU, 

if it is to establish policy in the long-term and strengthen the security of investment, must 

as soon as possible set targets also for the period beyond 2020; 

22. Observes that agriculture and rural areas have the potential to provide a significant 

proportion of renewable energy production, and takes the view, therefore, that the new 

policy on agriculture and rural development should promote the production of renewable 

energies; 

23. Observes that it is necessary to eliminate obstacles to more widespread use of renewable 

energy. 
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