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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Amending Council Regulation (EC) Νo 55/2008 which introduces new three tariff quotas 
with exemption of duties for fresh apples, fresh table grapes and fresh plums, is a support 
measure for the Republic of Moldova in its difficult social and financial context.

We support the Commission’s proposal because:

 the financial impact on the Union market is very limited compared to the benefits that 
this exemption could bring its financial recovery; 

 it will support the actual reform process in agriculture in Republic of Moldova that is 
trying to approach European standards increasingly more;

 it improves trade relations between the Union and the Republic of Moldova.

We appreciate that the quantities that will be subject to preferential arrangement trade will not 
create an additional pressure to similar products on the Union market. 

For example, for fresh grapes, the data from customs authority indicate that only 575 tonnes 
(32 trucks) were exported to Romania. Similar for plums and apples, from the existing 
preferential quota only 650 tons of plums (36 trucks) and 59 tons of apples (3 trucks) were 
exported to Romania. Moreover, the total use of these quotas is not expected to increase in the 
next period.

Given also that we refer to fresh fruit, these products cannot be transported over long 
distances. Relatively small distances allow a flow of fresh merchandise on the market in the 
short and very short term. The products from Moldova will arrive in neighbouring countries, 
and not on the most important fresh-fruit producing countries markets which were directly 
affected by the Russian embargo.

We are aware of the situation of the Union producers of fruits and vegetables, but by 
accepting this amendment, which will have a minimal impact on the Union's own resources 
we prove that the Union is able to maintain its commitments to the Republic of Moldova. 
Even if the context of the Union market of fruits and vegetables is changed, the Union will 
help Moldovan farmers. 

This change will also have a social impact, especially for Moldovan producers who cultivate 
these products in small and medium family farms and which are more affected from a while 
by the national economic situation. These farmers, thanks to changes that we support, will be 
able to keep their jobs and provide the necessary financial resources in agriculture business 
for the following year. 

The Union market acceptance of this proposal amending Regulation (EC) No 55/2008 allows 
in the future, also the creation of new trade opportunities with Republic of Moldova for other 
community products.

******
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The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to propose that Parliament adopts its 
position at first reading taking over the Commission proposal.
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