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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Regional 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 

motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas there is a need to ensure the continuity of the type of investment currently 

being made under the second pillar of the common agricultural policy (CAP), which is 

an essential financing instrument for boosting economic growth, promoting 

competitiveness, innovation and employment in lagging regions’ rural and mountainous 

areas and ensuring sustainable rural development; whereas the second pillar also 

provides the financial incentives for investment in rural areas to address specific 

territorial needs; whereas these financial incentives in turn contribute to achieving the 

cross-cutting objectives of environmental protection and climate change mitigation and 

adaptation; whereas the first pillar provides incentives and support for agricultural and 

agro-ecological practices, which both help the environment and encourage people, for 

example young farmers, to engage in agriculture; 

B. whereas agriculture provides for a significantly higher share of employment in both 

low-income and low-growth regions than the average for the EU-28; whereas it is 

notably five times higher in low-income regions and 2.6 times higher in low-growth 

regions; 

C. whereas the report on lagging regions largely concerns the period 2000-2013, with an 

update containing data up to 2014 or 2015, and does not take farming into account; 

D.  whereas low political prioritisation and investment, insufficient physical and digital 

infrastructure, low connectivity, a lack of e-services, an often insufficient institutional 

capacity or absence of local public services, a skills gap and increasing levels of 

indebtedness among rural and farming communities all present major obstacles for the 

successful development of viable and self-sufficient rural businesses and communities, 

pushing many young people to abandon rural areas and migrate away, worsening the 

shortage of qualified workers and compromising the future prospects of the region; 

E. whereas in some of the EU’s low-income regions the problem of land-grabbing and 

concentration of land is a big obstacle to helping these regions develop and grow; 

F. whereas one of the biggest and most complex issues in the EU is the improvement of 

the situation of rural areas, which could be tackled using a smart approach; 

G. whereas gender issues are usually addressed in ‘soft’ policy areas, rather than in ‘hard’ 

ones, such as regional policies, which receive higher financial support; 

1. Takes the view that agriculture, the agrifood sector and rural entrepreneurship are part 

of the solution for enhancing sustainable growth and revitalisation of rural areas, 

promoting family businesses and creating new jobs, in ways which facilitate broad and 

non-discriminatory social inclusion, and are excellent instruments by which to combat 

poverty and inequalities and to increase levels of income in lagging regions, while at the 

same time helping to sustainably preserve the countryside, promote ecosystem services, 

and combat rural depopulation and reductions in the availability of public services; 
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highlights the strategic role that agriculture plays in lagging regions, by supplying food 

and guaranteeing food security for these regions;  

2. Considers that particular attention should be devoted to the phenomenon of rural 

depopulation involving the departure of young people, who are a necessary resource for 

economic and social revival of the localities concerned; 

3. Notes that rural areas are not only areas where farmers work and food is grown, but are 

also home to millions of Europeans, who are living in communities with fewer and 

fewer possibilities; 

4. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to invest in education to attract and 

maintain high-quality human resources in agricultural lagging regions; 

5. Stresses the importance of rural development funds in boosting the economic resilience 

and territorial cohesion of these regions, as well as competitiveness, through tailor-made 

projects based on bottom-up approaches, investments, opportunities for cooperation and 

infrastructure development; acknowledges, therefore, the input of local action groups in 

developing local strategies, supporting stakeholder networking and the appraisal and 

approval of individual LEADER projects, and calls, therefore, for a larger share of 

support to be allocated to community-led local development (CLLD), thus helping to 

both tackle challenges and build up capacities; underlines the importance of knowledge 

transfer and of providing lagging regions with easier access to agricultural innovations; 

points out that involving young people in agricultural activities leads to improved 

performance, since they contribute innovative solutions and bring state-of-the-art 

technology to farming; 

6.  Stresses the importance of maintaining adequate EU regional development funds post 

2020 in order to meet the needs of these regions, taking account, above all, of the 

growth potential of farming, while bearing in mind the need for continued financing for 

all EU regions, as the impacts of globalisation, climate change and industrial transition 

are not limited to less developed regions, as presented in the Commission’s 7th 

Cohesion Report, but also significantly affect, for instance, sparsely populated areas; 

recognises the important role of the first pillar’s payment schemes, especially for 

lagging regions, and thus calls for them to be kept as close as possible to the levels in 

the current CAP;  

7.  Stresses that funding for rural development and of the CAP cannot be compromised, 

despite pressures on the EU budget; highlights that Brexit will have consequences for 

all Member States and may negatively impact rural regions; calls for these regions to be 

identified and supported; 

8. Stresses the need for greater flexibility in the management of rural development funds, 

and underlines the importance of severing the link between agricultural funding and 

budgetary constraints; 

9. Stresses that comprehensive and well-timed development strategies are needed not only 

to address some of the basic problems of agricultural lagging regions, but also to 

enhance their capacity to adopt new technology, retain and attract talent, and generate 

and stimulate new investments; 
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10. Considers that one of the greatest challenges facing lagging regions is that of increasing 

productivity and employment in farming; 

11. Emphasises the importance of the possible synergetic effects of agriculture’s large but 

declining share of total employment in lagging regions, with the prospect of being able 

to provide a solid basis for development of traditional quality products, such as 

geographical indication (GI) products, mountain products or local specialities, and 

promotion of food security and environmental sustainability measures; notes also the 

potential for developing tourism activities, specifically rural and agro-tourism; 

highlights Parliament’s call in 2015 to extend EU-wide GI protection to non-agricultural 

products; believes that such an extension would boost all rural regions in the EU by 

adding value to traditional products and creating employment in rural regions; 

encourages the Commission to come forward with a legislative proposal to extend GI 

protection to non-agricultural products; 

12. Highlights the importance of supporting local initiatives geared to the processing, 

marketing, distribution and consumption of local products, as well as local trading; 

13. Reiterates the importance of innovation, appropriately scaled digitalisation, and 

improving local services (health, social, postal) and infrastructure, thus creating a 

positive environment and good foundation for boosting growth and enhancing cohesion 

in lagging regions; stresses that good infrastructure, especially the provision of high-

speed internet connections, which is a precondition for the viability of rural areas, can 

contribute to addressing rural depopulation and can help attract a high-calibre workforce 

needed for growth in these areas; recalls that education and training are essential in the 

development mix, which can be further strengthened by online interconnectedness; 

welcomes the Commission’s reflection paper regarding the future of farming, which 

envisages a greater concentration of investments in the field of the circular economy 

and the bioeconomy, offering significant potential for employment, and the 

development of the ‘smart villages’ initiative through support for local communities 

with a view to digitalisation and the development of service infrastructure; 

14. Highlights the social farming model and its potential to connect people in rural areas, 

and in particular bring farming closer to citizens; believes that this model is an 

important tool that offers a range of therapeutic support services to the local community 

while connecting farmers to the wider community; 

15. Notes that the full implementation of innovative projects, such as the ‘smart villages’ 

initiative, relies heavily on expanded connectivity along with education; urges further 

steps to stop the depopulation of rural areas, to boost family farming, and to promote 

better environmental management, social inclusion, poverty reduction and job creation 

with a smart approach; 

16. Notes that promoting a change in traditional gender roles, so that women are 

increasingly able to share the benefits of regional enlargement, has an intrinsic value 

and can also strengthen the competitiveness of trade and industry, particularly in the 

lagging regions; 

17. Welcomes the Commission’s prioritisation of generational renewal in the framework of 

the next reform of the CAP; believes that this focus will contribute to the sustainability 
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of the EU’s rural regions; 

18. Notes that diversification has become a necessity for many farmers, particularly in the 

lagging regions, in order to provide additional sources of income; 

19.  Stresses that well-connected territories that prioritise and enhance rural areas are 

essential for the work of research partnerships, including European Innovation 

Partnership initiatives, so that innovative practices can further enhance the sustainable 

development of agriculture and associated businesses and growth in lagging regions’ 

rural areas; considers, in this regard, that the need to promote cooperation between EU 

regions at NUTS 2 level is the most pertinent; 

20. Stresses the usefulness of the territorial approach, which ensures sufficient 

infrastructure and social capital for each region; highlights the need for services such as 

professional counselling, financial advice and advice on farm management practices to 

be provided in rural regions, to alleviate the pressures that farming brings; reiterates 

that, in order to maintain these areas, it is vital to offer public services such as 

education, vocational training, health care, public social services, public transport and 

public postal services; calls on the Member States to consider the possibility of helping 

communities in the lagging regions by means of corresponding tools which create 

closed production circuits and help value-adding processes remain in the regions, thus 

creating vibrant rural economies and reversing rural depopulation; 

21. Calls on the Commission to ensure that co-financing under the European Structural and 

Investment Funds remains outside the constraints of the Stability and Growth Pact. 
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