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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 

the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Welcomes the EUR 60 billion in commitment appropriations and EUR 57,8 billion in 

payment appropriations that the Commission proposes in the Draft Budget (DB) 2019 

for Heading 2, which represent an increase of 1,2 % 3,0 % respectively  compared to the 

2018 budget; notes, however, that insofar as the EAGF is concerned, that increase is 

attributable to the lower amount of assigned revenue estimated to be available to the 

EAGF in the DB 2019 compared to the 2018 budget; recommends that all should be 

made to avoid an accumulation of backlog payments for the next Multiannual Financial 

Framework (2021 - 2027) (MFF); 

2. Insists on the need to provide funds to compensate for the economic losses suffered by 

farmers due to market crises and sanitary or phytosanitary crises such as Xylella 

fastidiosa, and reiterates the need to use the available margins under Heading 2 in 

cooperation with Heading 3 to this effect; insists that compensation for eradication 

should also cover rehabilitation of agroecosystems including the soil, as well as 

establishing robust biological diversity, especially ensuring genetic diversity of the 

planting stock that ideally includes resistance to or tolerance of the disease or pest; 

considers that one of the aims of any aid granted should be to ensure balanced, 

biologically diverse agro-ecosystems and landscapes that are less susceptible to future 

attacks; 

3. Insists that any revenue to the Union budget deriving from any assigned revenues or 

repayments of irregularities from agriculture in previous years should remain under 

Heading 2; 

4. Calls for additional funding to be earmarked for the olive-growing and olive oil sector 

to offset losses to farmers caused by the Xylella fastidiosa outbreak, to step up 

prevention measures in Europe and to restructure the sector and consolidate scientific 

research into the pathogen and its carrier; 

5. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to monitor, in a timely manner, the 

price volatility of agricultural products, which has adverse effects on farmers' incomes, 

and to react promptly and effectively when needed; 

6. Stresses that it is essential that funds earmarked for research in the agri-food sector, in 

particular from the Horizon 2020 budget, remain fully available as such in order to 

stimulate and enhance innovation and smart solutions in the agricultural and rural 

development sectors, as is the case with funds from the Connecting Europe Facility 

(CEF) to enable broadband to be installed in rural areas; underlines the importance of 

practical applicability of results at farm level and the role of agricultural extension 

services; notes that integrated 'smart' solutions – such as smart villages, precision 

farming, digitalisation, the shared and circular economy, and social initiatives – can 

contribute to agriculture and overall well-being in rural areas; urges the Commission to 

plan funding for 'smart' approaches in the light of the CAP reform and the Cork 2.0 
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Declaration; highlights the fact that those 'smart' solutions should maintain coherence 

with environment, climate and biodiversity policy objectives, ensure close cooperation 

with relevant stakeholders from all Member States; stresses the importance of investing 

in precision agriculture with a view to streamlining production methods and reducing 

losses and of incentivising and supporting initiatives tailored to the needs of 

smallholdings without economies of scale so that they can benefit from new 

technologies; 

7. Stresses that storage programmes have proved effective in times of crisis and that a 

reduction in the financial resources earmarked in the planning process would be 

counter-productive; 

8. Regrets the announced cuts to the CAP budget in the Commission’s MFF proposals; 

points out in particular that agriculture policy is a common policy and any cuts to the 

CAP budget would have disproportionate effects as they cannot be substituted by 

national funds due to state aid rules; 

9. Welcomes the increase in appropriations proposed by the Commission for producer 

organisations in the fruit and vegetable sector, and stresses their growing contribution to 

rebalance the bargaining power in the food supply chain and continues to stress the need 

to finance measures to increase membership levels among agricultural producers; 

10. Stresses the importance of identifying support measures to consolidate the role of 

farmers in the supply chain, as well as new ways of encouraging farmer organisations; 

11. Regrets that the support measures for the Russian embargo have not been prolonged 

given that numerous Union producers, particularly in the dairy and fruit and vegetables 

sectors, are still being negatively affected, through no fault of their own, since farmers 

cannot be held responsible for Union diplomatic policy; calls, therefore, for support 

measures for agricultural producers to be maintained at current levels where market 

difficulties persist due to the Russian ban; calls, furthermore, for the creation of a new 

crisis reserve that does not rely on an annual financial discipline mechanism for its 

funding so that it can react in a timely manner to crisis situations that emerge; 

recognises that some Member States that did not have trade relations with Russia were 

indirectly affected by the embargo and insists that support also covers losses resulting 

from the flooding of the markets by products destined for the Russian market; 

12. Welcomes the increased funding proposed by the European Commission for promotion 

measures, which confirms the effectiveness of the improvements made by the last 

reform; considers that promotion measures are crucial to expand the share of European 

exports on markets across the world and to deal with the restrictions imposed by certain 

third countries on Union  products, such as the Russian embargo or the recent US 

decision to impose anti-dumping and countervailing duties on the imports of Spanish 

ripe olives; 

13. Points to the effects of the extreme drought affecting the Member States in recent 

months, causing considerable losses to agriculture and jeopardising a large number of 

businesses, and highlights in this regard the need to guarantee special support measures 

aimed at helping the worst-affected farmers; 
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14. Welcomes the European Commission's commitment to maintain the current funding 

level for the bee-keeping sector, which is crucial to help cover expenditure for national 

programmes; 

15. Welcomes the increased allocations for research and development related to agriculture 

under Horizon 2020; 

16. Warns that if a free trade agreement with the Mercosur bloc does not have adequate 

protection for sensitive sectors in Union  agriculture, many European producers will 

come under further financial strain; 

17. Believes that the Union can make a vital contribution to the promotion of healthy eating 

habits based on sustainable production, especially among children, and therefore 

considers it essential to make full use of the ceilings foreseen for the Union school 

schemes in the current regulation; therefore calls on the Member States to strengthen 

their national programs to ensure full utilisation of the maximum available allocations 

(EUR 250 million  for the Union); 

18. Takes note of the recent transfers from Pillar I to Pillar II decided by France, Lithuania 

and Netherlands, which have led to a decrease in the appropriations for direct payments 

in the DB 2019;  

19. Reaffirms the vital importance of the school fruit and vegetables scheme, especially 

given the current level of child malnutrition in the Union; calls on the Commission, 

therefore, to reduce the bureaucracy involved and stresses the need to promote healthy 

eating habits in children and the consumption of organic fruit and vegetables; 

20. Deplores the insufficient execution of payments to young farmers in recent years and 

encourages Member States to promote the use of those appropriations the following 

year in order to boost generation renewal and avoid land concentration and land 

grabbing; points out that the shortage of workers in agriculture is a factor limiting the 

development of the agricultural sector and stresses the need for support measures to 

attract workers to the agricultural sector; 

21. Highlights the importance of the rural development commitments and spending, and 

their potential for the creation of economic activity and jobs particularly in peripheral 

areas with higher unemployment rates, especially for younger generations; insists that 

the initiatives targeting young farmers, including region-specific programmes, should be 

maintained, which would support innovation and the necessary generation renewal; 

considers that support for young people should focus on their present needs, while 

avoiding to encourage them to take on excessive debt; 

22. Observes that access to farm investment funding instruments should be better adapted to 

the investment needs and higher risk profiles of new entrants; 

23. Asks that the appropriations for POSEI programmes be maintained at the maximum 

levels foreseen in the relevant Union Regulation, underlining the relevance of those 

programmes for the resilience of the agricultural producers and highlights the fragile 

economic situation of the outermost regions, which are still strongly hit by the crisis and 

the structural disadvantages referred to in Article 349 TFEU (remoteness, insularity, 
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small size, difficult topography and climate and economic dependence on a few 

products); 

24. Underscores the importance of pilot projects and preparatory actions for innovation in 

the agricultural and rural development sectors; asks for continued support for ongoing 

and new pilot projects and preparatory actions; 

25. Is deeply concerned about the CAP cuts envisaged in the European Commission's 

proposal for 2021-2027 and in particular for the Outermost Regions and POSEI; 

26. Regrets the substantial reduction of the budget line concerning the voluntary coupled 

support scheme, given that coupled aids are an essential tool to preserve crops that 

present several agricultural and environmental benefits; 

27. Expresses its satisfaction at the 25 % increase in appropriations intended to combat 

animal diseases and plant pests, as the Union is facing significant risks and increased 

outbreaks. 
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