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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas Union agricultural products contribute both to the Union’s economic
development in terms of production and processing and to its living cultural and 
gastronomic heritage, enhancing territorial and social cohesion as well as local and 
regional traditions; whereas there is increased demand for high-quality and traditional 
products at European and global level; whereas the future of the Union also depends on 
having thriving and dynamic rural areas, including extensive rural areas;

B. whereas agriculture and forestry play a central role in managing land effectively with a 
view to combating climate change on a basis of respect for international agreements, 
while safeguarding public health in all its aspects;

C. whereas the Union’s most vocal critics point to a gap between its proposed actions and 
its realisations at both national and local level, and whereas the withdrawal of the UK 
will impact significantly on the future financing of the Union;

D. whereas according to the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) global demand for 
food will rise by 70 % by 2050; whereas the new common agricultural policy (CAP)
needs to ensure economic added value for farming, improving its productivity with less 
available resources and promoting fair competition andhealthy and high-quality food at 
reasonable prices; whereas those CAP objectives must remain key elements for the 
future of Europe;

E. whereas gender equality is a core objective of the EU and its Member States; whereas 
many of the roles played by women in rural areas help to keep farms viable and rural 
communities dynamic; whereas efforts to prevent rural depopulation are linked to 
opportunities for women and young people, and whereas women in rural areas currently 
face multiple challenges;

1. Stresses the importance of a CAP supported by a well-funded budget; recalls the CAP’s 
central importance to the history of the Union; notes the fundamental role that it plays in 
ensuring vibrant rural regions and a secure supply of food; notes that the upcoming 
reform of the CAP is an opportunity to strengthen the delivery of its objectives; 
highlights that the CAP is one of the oldest policies and must continue to be one of the 
most important and most integrated policies, and that it will continue to contribute to 
building Europe’s future through greater integration, preservation of the environment, 
and food security and safety for the EU’s citizens;

2. Stresses that European farming plays a vital role in feeding the planet and providing 
jobs for 46 million people; highlights the challenges arising from international trade 
agreements and crises; notes that EU legislative action to tackle unfair trading practices 
aims to ensure a more sustainable food supply chain for the benefit of farmers and 
consumers;

3. Notes that agricultural and rural development policies have great potential in terms of 
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providing public goods; highlights that agriculture is not only responsible for the 
provision of raw materials and products for the food industry and other industries, but 
also has a strong influence on the environment and the countryside; considers, therefore,
that environmental quality in the EU is highly dependent on resource management and 
applied management at farm level;

4. Shares the long-term aim of a transition to a market-driven and sustainable European 
agriculture that increases competiveness and decreases farmers’ need for income 
support; calls for alignment of the CAP with other EU policies, and underlines the need 
for a general budgetary discipline; points out that when budgetary increases are 
necessary for certain priorities, cuts should be made first and foremost elsewhere;

5. Underlines the need for a genuine simplification of the CAP, aiming for a policy 
focusing on results and output rather than compliance; believes that the CAP needs to be 
more market-oriented, with farmers becoming less dependent on public support and 
greater competitiveness in the sector;

6. Points out that the growing problem of depopulation of rural areas must be tackled with 
targeted measures and synergies between EU policies in order to boost the sustainability 
of the European agricultural sector, thus supporting and encouraging young farmers in 
the areas concerned; recalls that generational renewal is a challenge faced by farmers in 
many Member States;

7. Highlights the role played by the CAP in maintaining the health and status of soil, water 
and other natural resources; points out that European agricultural producers are 
committed to good environmental practices and to the targets set for tackling climate 
change;

8. Emphasises the importance of organic production and geographical indications and the 
synergies between them, which benefit both producers and consumers; recalls the 
importance of access to innovation and fair functioning of the food chain; calls for one 
pillar of the new CAP to be dedicated to the priorities which create jobs and ensure the 
highest quality of EU agricultural products and foodstuffs;

9. Stresses the crucial role of agriculture in the Union’s priorities to mitigate the effect of 
climate change and promote sustainable development; recalls the necessity of a strong 
and adequate budget for agriculture in that regard;

10. Draws attention to the decline in farm incomes in the EU caused by rising production 
costs and price volatility, which impact negatively on farmers’ ability to maintain 
production; highlights the costs that European farmers have to bear in complying with 
what are the highest food safety, environmental, animal welfare and labour standards in 
the world; stresses that farmers must be compensated through the CAP for providing 
public goods to society;

11. Stresses that the EU’s quality schemes involving geographical indications (Protected 
Designation of Origin, Protected Geographical Indication and Traditional Specialities 
Guaranteed) protect product names from misuse, raise their profile, enhance their value 
in the framework of international agreements, add to farmers’ incomes and boost 
consumer trust; stresses that use of the European logo gives more visibility and 
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guarantees the quality of agricultural products for export, as does the use of terms 
indicating origin or quality;

12. Insists that special consideration should be granted to farmers who face extra costs 
owing to specific constraints linked to high-value natural areas such as mountain areas, 
islands, the outermost regions and other less-favoured areas; believes that, owing to 
their specific constraints, CAP financing is vitally important for these regions and that 
any reduction would have a highly damaging impact on numerous agricultural products; 
urges Member States to develop and implement quality schemes in order to give the 
producers concerned the opportunity to introduce them swiftly;

13. Recalls Parliament’s support expressed in 2015 for extending geographical indications 
to non-agricultural products; believes that such an extension should be seriously 
considered in the debate on the future of Europe, given its potential for supporting rural 
regions by adding value to traditional products and creating employment; urges the 
Commission to come forward without delay with a legislative proposal for extending
geographical indications to non-agricultural products;

14. Highlights the need for greater investment in agriculture and agri-food systems, as well 
as for greater spending on research and development, in order to promote innovation, 
support an increase in sustainable production and find better ways to cope with issues 
such as water scarcity and climate change;

15. Highlights the richness of European foods and tastes and Europe’s many culinary 
varieties; stresses, therefore, the need to preserve Europe’s regional and local traditional 
products and flavours through CAP instruments such as rural development support 
programmes;

16. Underlines the importance of a well-funded and reformed CAP for tackling the many
challenges the Union will have to face in the future; recalls that the CAP needs to 
support farmers more efficiently in order to cope with agricultural crises; stresses the 
importance of the future CAP in fostering innovation and research and development,
recalling that the objectives of the CAP should be taken into account when drafting the 
future Horizon Europe programme;

17. Highlights the role that young farmers play for the current and future competitiveness of 
European agriculture and guaranteed food production; stresses that agriculture is more 
than just an economic activity and is also a vital part of a sustainable EU; emphasises 
the importance of the younger generation for the future of Europe;

18. Recalls the role of women in rural areas and their contribution as entrepreneurs and 
promoters of sustainable development; stresses the need to develop their potential for 
sustainable agriculture and the resilience of rural areas; calls, therefore, for increased 
support for family farms and young farmers and for support for employment in 
agriculture in rural areas, especially for young farmers;

19. Highlights the importance of innovation and research, especially in the field of plant 
breeding and selection, in enabling the Union to fully compete with the rest of the world 
in this field;
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20. Underlines that structural cohesion policies and the CAP reduce the gap between the 
Union and its citizens by promoting integration at local level and ensuring balanced 
territorial development, especially in rural, peripheral and disadvantaged areas; stresses,
therefore, the importance of supporting rural development and organic farming in the
CAP;

21. Highlights the need to preserve the diversity of agriculture in the EU, and acknowledges 
that local markets supplied by fresh and locally produced agricultural goods are 
environmentally sustainable and provide support for established farming communities; 
calls for better promotion of short supply chains;

22. Stresses that the CAP helps to preserve the viability of less-favoured areas, including 
mountain areas, and therefore plays a vital role in preventing the abandonment and 
depopulation of many areas in Europe;

23. Underlines the importance of rural development in supporting multi-functional 
agriculture and fostering partnerships between farmers, local communities and civil 
society and additional entrepreneurial activities, in order to generate income from 
diversified economic activities;

24. Stresses that the current rural exodus requires interaction between CAP instruments and 
cohesion policy to increase the attractiveness of rural areas;

25. Underlines that the CAP is not simply about farming and farmers, but is also about 
helping and developing the wider rural communities in which they operate; stresses that 
the EU should strengthen its rural development policy, which focuses on a wide range 
of issues, from support for start-ups in rural areas and access to broadband to specific 
environmental or societal challenges faced by the rural population;

26. Acknowledges the worrying hunger problem that affects our planet, and therefore 
believes that the EU should seek to build resilience to food crises, thus ensuring 
sufficient, nutritious and affordable food supplies and contributing to the achievement 
of a ‘Zero Hunger World’;

27. Stresses that the incentives for sustainable energy crops currently being planned should 
not in any way compromise food security for the public;

28. Underlines the importance of rural development, including the LEADER initiative, in 
supporting multi-functional agriculture and in fostering additional entrepreneurial 
activities and opportunities, in order to generate income from agri-tourism and secure 
community-supported agriculture and the provision of social services in rural areas;

29. Calls on the Member States to facilitate exchanges of best practices between European 
farmers, in order to enhance cooperation and strengthen the European identity.
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