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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Transport 
and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that, more than 10 years ago, following the entry into force of the 
Lisbon Treaty, the Commission drew up a tourism strategy to maintain Europe’s status 
as the world’s No 1 tourist destination and tourism as the third largest socio-economic 
activity, by strengthening its cultural and regional diversity as well as the Schengen 
cross-border travel area; also welcomes the subsequent agenda for sustainable European 
tourism, which recalls that rural areas need to invest in tourism in order to increase their 
attractiveness, diversify their economies and increase their added value, thereby 
developing a long-term competitive edge;

2. Recalls that according to Eurostat data from 2018, 45 % of EU tourist accommodation 
capacity was in rural areas; also recalls that tourism activities generate 10-20 % of rural 
income and employment, double the levels averaged across Europe, and underlines the 
need to better map the social, economic and environmental impacts of rural tourism; 

3. Considers effectively addressing rural abandonment to be a top priority; emphasises that 
agrotourism makes a significant contribution to the rural economy and growth, 
especially in regions disadvantaged in terms of natural resources and cultural and social 
development; stresses that this activity represents an important additional source of 
income for many farms and offers a wide range of opportunities to maintain the 
attractiveness of rural areas and create jobs by improving the business environment for 
the craft sector and rural businesses and by diversifying agricultural holdings; 

4. Highlights the positive contribution of rural tourism in safeguarding small-scale and 
diverse farming, tackling social inequalities and creating employment opportunities for 
women, with the proportion of women in the sector in the EU being around 50 %, 
thereby contributing to generational renewal and reversing depopulation; 

5. Asks the Commission and the Member States therefore to further promote and support 
initiatives generating additional income sources in rural areas; emphasises in this regard 
the importance of separate, up-to-date data on the contribution of rural tourism to 
economic development and employment;

6. Underlines the potential employment opportunities in rural areas for legally resident 
third-country nationals, thereby promoting their social and economic inclusion;

7. Points out that the production processes and the wide range of services of general 
interest provided by agriculture, as well as the diversity of certain activities and 
facilities, make farms places of discovery and experiences, where people of all ages can 
discover rural landscapes and the cultural and natural heritage safeguarded by rural 
communities and can experience farming first hand and gain a better understanding of 
the responsibilities inherent in dealing with animals and natural resources; stresses in 
this regard the synergies between rural tourism, environmental protection, biodiversity 
conservation and animal welfare awareness; notes that sustainable tourism is usually 
associated with rural tourism;
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8. Recalls that tourism activities in rural areas can make a positive contribution to the 
European Green Deal and the Sustainable Development Goals and should promote 
sustainable and responsible consumption and production, especially in relation to water, 
food, energy and plastic usage; calls on the Commission and the Member States to 
support campaigns raising awareness about the positive impact of sustainable 
ecotourism on the conservation of biodiversity, responsible consumption of natural 
resources and learning experiences that educate and influence lifestyle choices towards 
greener and more sustainable living; underlines the need to involve all stakeholders in 
the development of guidelines to ensure the appropriate balance between tourism and 
the conservation of biodiversity, agriculture and cultural traditions; 

9. Welcomes the growing trend towards local and authentic travel experiences, which can 
significantly contribute towards reducing the distance travelled by each person and 
lowering the climate impact, improving environmental tourism management by taking 
the pressure off overcrowded tourist destinations; considers that farm holidays are the 
most sustainable and efficient form of rural tourism in Europe, helping to support local 
businesses and promote agricultural and natural areas; recommends that the Member 
States ensure that the diversification of agrotourism is optimised, seasonality is reduced 
and the quality of tourism is increased; underlines the urgent need to invest funds in the 
architectural preservation of historically and culturally relevant villages;

10. Considers that the integration and interlinking of local production, processing and 
marketing with tourist accommodation, outdoor activities and the gastronomy sector 
promotes European cultural heritage and customs, as well as diverse landscapes, 
traditional agricultural ways of life and working, food culture and gastronomy as a 
unique experience; 

11. Emphasises that tourism makes a significant contribution to promoting regional product 
brands and brings consumers and producers closer together as advocated by the Farm to 
Fork Strategy; highlights in this respect the role and potential of European, national, 
regional and local quality schemes in which representatives of the tourism sector 
participate alongside producers, and calls on all competent authorities to encourage such 
initiatives;

12. Considers it equally important to ensure cooperation between Knowledge and 
Innovation Communities in the food and culture sectors; believes that promoting market 
awareness, better qualifications, increased management efficiency, real-life partnerships 
and targeted networking opportunities, as well as developing innovative measures for 
the future, are key success factors for agrotourism; also believes that improved 
cooperation and coordination between stakeholders, greater involvement of local 
authorities in tourism and market research and professional communication and 
marketing strategies are necessary in order to boost the social, economic and 
environmental performance of agrotourism;

13. Underlines the crucial role of ‘culinary and wine tourism’ which is of vital importance 
to revive rural tourism and support the creation of jobs in both rural and urban areas; 
outlines in this respect the need to strongly and decisively counter the counterfeit 
market in food and wine products sold under PDO, PGI, TGS and GI labels in general; 
also outlines the importance of promoting the short supply chain system to reduce 
depopulation in rural areas, as well as direct initiatives such as travelling grocery stores 
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and food and wine workshops focused on the production and step-by-step processing of 
certain agricultural products;

14. Points to the huge potential of modern information technologies in the planning, 
organisation and deployment of tourism products; welcomes the fact that rural 
development programmes support smart villages, which contributes to the development 
of sustainable tourism and influences young people to stay in rural areas; highlights the 
need for digital investment in agrotourism to make it more attractive, accessible and 
competitive;

15. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to develop an effective investment 
strategy in the rural tourism sector, further develop innovative activities and the use of 
information and communication technologies in rural and peripheral areas, and improve 
professional qualifications in this regard; insists specifically on the importance of 
extending broadband, which is essential for the digital transformation of tourism 
services and will offer more choices, the better allocation of resources and new ways of 
managing travel and tourist flows, considering that cottages and farms are not always 
located in easily accessible places; proposes the creation of assistance services for 
tourism businesses operating in rural areas, guaranteeing free business consultancy and 
distributing material to avoid environmental impact;

16. Stresses that EU rural development measures contribute to strengthening the EU agri-
food sector, environmental sustainability and the well-being of rural areas; 

17. Notes that accessibility and other requirements to increase competitiveness can be 
supported by the CAP Strategic Plans, the EAFRD fund and LEADER measures to 
promote targeted local development strategies and boost innovative approaches which 
because of their very nature are linked to rural communities and contribute to 
sustainable tourism; calls on the Commission and the Member States to maintain 
appropriate funding to enhance the competitiveness of agriculture, ensure sustainable 
management of natural resources and support the balanced territorial development of 
rural economies and communities by generating job opportunities and preventing 
depopulation, as well as exploiting the potential for wealth creation at regional and local 
level and supporting the preservation of Europe’s rural cultural heritage;

18. Stresses that tourism is important for jobs, growth and economic and social cohesion 
and plays a significant part in economic recovery; notes that the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the associated lockdowns have strongly hit tourism activities in rural areas and 
badly affected the revenue thereof; stresses that the sector has proved capable of swiftly 
adapting to the new conditions imposed by the restrictions; calls on the Commission and 
the Member States to support sustainable and responsible agrotourism initiatives as part 
of the recovery plan and to ring-fence a specific allocation.
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