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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Legal 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the presentation of the new intellectual property action plan1 and recognises 
its importance for the agri-food sector; stresses the significant role played by 
geographical indications (GIs) and traditional specialities guaranteed (TSGs) in 
protecting the intellectual rights and reputation of the EU food and drink sector in the 
single market and international markets; recalls that around 3 300 products are protected 
by the EU as GIs, and 64 as TSGs;

2. Recalls that GIs are of high economic significance, representing about 7 % of the total 
sales and 15.4 % of exports of EU food and beverages; notes that the yearly value of all 
these products has increased to over EUR 75 billion, of which more than one fifth 
derives from exports outside the EU;

3. Stresses, therefore, the need to enhance the protection of GI and TSG as intellectual 
property rights, both within the single market and worldwide through bilateral and 
multilateral agreements with non-EU countries; believes that GIs should be better 
protected against all practices of commercial misconduct in Union law, including when 
used as ingredients or when sold as part of a service; highlights the importance of 
ensuring that the reputation of the GIs in question is not weakened by a third party; 
emphasises the importance of this protection in preserving EU jobs associated with the 
production and distribution of these products; highlights the need to enhance checks on 
the origin of ingredients for all GIs, including protected designations of origin (PDOs) 
and protected geographical indications (PGIs); regrets the refusal, during the ongoing 
negotiations on the modernisation of the EU-Chile Association Agreement, to grant 
exclusive protection to flagship EU GIs, in particular in the wine sector;

4. Points out that promotional campaigns increase consumer trust in key parts of the food 
chain and raise awareness about the quality and origin of products; points out, 
furthermore, that these campaigns make it easy to identify the authenticity of quality 
products and, indirectly, to protect them against usurpation and imitations; calls on the 
Commission to strengthen GI and TSG promotional campaigns in the next revision of 
the corresponding legislation, and to enhance consumer awareness, including with the 
aim to increase local consumption and support short supply chains and healthy, resilient 
and sustainable territorialised food systems;

5. Invites the Commission and the Member States to adapt public procurement 
mechanisms in order to improve access to quality-labelled products such as GIs and 
TSGs;

6. Notes the increase in online sales during the COVID-19 pandemic and the great 
potential of this market for GIs and TSGs, but stresses that it can only be achieved if 

1 Commission communication of 25 November 2020 entitled ‘Making the most of the EU’s innovative potential 
An intellectual property action plan to support the EU’s recovery and resilience’ (COM(2020)0760).



PE693.745v02-00 4/8 AD\1237969EN.docx

EN

intellectual rights are better protected; points out that the protection of GIs should apply 
to all goods that are sold online and that procedures should be made available to GI 
producers to prevent registrations in bad faith of domain names that undermine GI 
protection; calls on the Commission to be at the forefront of online protection, notably 
by including it in bilateral and multilateral trade agreements; recalls that Parliament 
made proposals in this area during the discussions on the reform of the common 
agricultural policy and that the Commission agreed to assess these proposals; welcomes 
the intention of the Commission to work with international partners to protect GIs 
worldwide through the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) multilateral 
Lisbon Registry and to step up its participation in global internet forums to ensure the 
international domain name system is fully respected with regard to intellectual property 
rights, including GIs;

7. Considers that the issue of overburdening producers with administration in connection 
with the registration, amendment and management of GI and TSG product 
specifications should be at the heart of future discussions; recalls that the procedures for 
amending the specifications for GIs have been simplified and made more efficient for 
wine and agri-food products as part of the review of the common agricultural policy 
reform, and that this approach should be strengthened in the future;

8. Stresses the need to enhance the role of GI producer groups; considers, in this regard, 
that extending to all agricultural and wine sectors the supply management tools applied 
to PDO and PGI cheeses and hams, which was agreed as part of the reform of the 
common agricultural policy, is an important step towards meeting this objective; calls 
on the Commission to make additional proposals to enable producer groups to better 
manage the reputation and marketing of their products and to strengthen their influence 
in the value chain;

9. Supports the Commission’s desire to rationalise and harmonise the rules on GIs, which 
are currently set out in four EU regulations (three regulations following the reform of 
the common agricultural policy), while stressing the need to maintain a specific, but 
coherent framework for wine products and spirits;

10. Notes the Commission’s objective of encouraging producers of GIs to market 
sustainable products in order to meet society’s demands and consumers’ expectations; 
stresses that, at Parliament’s initiative, a possibility has been introduced, as part of the 
reform of the common agricultural policy, for producers to include in specifications, on 
a voluntary basis, the contribution made by their products to sustainable development; 
considers that such a possibility should be reinforced in future Commission initiatives;

11. Stresses that GIs are, above all, a means of protecting intellectual property and 
demonstrating authenticity by indicating a product’s origin; calls for future Commission 
initiatives not to undermine GIs and TSGs directly or indirectly through measures that 
could be detrimental to them; stresses, in particular, the need to find a balanced solution 
for nutrition labelling in the context of future initiatives under the farm to fork strategy;

12. Recognises that incentives for seed and plant variety innovation are essential in order to 
meet the demands of farmers and consumers; stresses that improvements in plant and 
animal breeding reduce greenhouse gas emissions by providing more efficient and safer 
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agriculture;

13. Considers it essential to protect intellectual property rights in a way that promotes 
research and innovation, in particular with the aim of introducing more resilient 
agricultural varieties to cope with climate change, achieve sustainable and agro-
ecological farming models that are protective of natural resources and respectful of the 
potential of non-protected reproductive and heterogeneous material in the organic 
sector, and contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals and the objectives of the 
European Green Deal; stresses that protection of plant variety rights requires a strong 
and enforceable protection system in the EU; points out that intellectual property rights 
must also contribute to food security and the resilience and competitiveness of the EU 
agri-food model;

14. Recalls its resolution of 19 September 2019 on the patentability of plants and essential 
biological processes; insists, however, that intellectual property rights should not lead to 
a reduction in the diversity of species and varieties and a loss of independence for 
farmers; underlines that the Community plant variety rights (CPVR) system includes 
conditions and safeguards for farmers’ independence and therefore must remain the sole 
system for the protection of plant varieties; highlights, in that regard, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas;

15. Insists, therefore, that farmers must remain the owners of their seeds and breeding 
material in accordance with the system for plant variety rights provided for by the 
International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) and in 
Council Regulation (EC) No 2100/942, and must be able to select and adapt their seeds 
to local conditions and needs; reiterates that plant and animal varieties, including parts 
and traits, essentially biological processes and products emanating from such processes, 
must not in any way be patentable, pursuant to Directive 98/44/CE3 and the EU 
legislature’s intention, and remains vigilant concerning the implementation of this 
principle, thereby recognising that all plants and animals of the public domain constitute 
a common heritage for all;

16. Underlines the importance of the CPVR system in ensuring breeders can continue to 
develop new varieties for sustainable food production and horticulture, thereby 
benefiting breeders, growers, farmers, consumers and society at large; welcomes the 
inclusion of the CPVR system in the intellectual property action plan in order to 
improve the protection of plant variety rights and consequently ensure the effectiveness 
of the system in the future and its proper application; underlines that the strength of the 
plant variety rights system is the balanced way in which it protects breeders’ work, 
while at the same time ensuring, through the breeder’s exemption, that others may 
freely use protected varieties to create new varieties and market them;

17. Points out that the current intellectual property model in agriculture has worked well; 
stresses that the coexistence of patents with the plant variety rights protection model has 
been positive for the implementation of innovative solutions in agriculture; invites the 

2 Council Regulation (EC) No 2100/94 of 27 July 1994 on Community plant variety rights, OJ L 227, 1.9.1994, 
p. 1.
3 Directive 98/44/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 1998 on the legal protection of 
biotechnological inventions, OJ L 213, 30.7.1998, p. 13.
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Commission and the Member States to protect the innovative capacity of the sector and 
the general interest in a way that ensures effective access to and use of plant 
reproductive material so as not to interfere with practices that guarantee farmers’ rights 
and the plant breeders’ exemption; recalls that the system of plant variety rights 
enshrined in the UPOV Convention and Council Regulation (EC) No 2100/94 does not 
allow the holder of a plant variety right to prevent others from using the protected plant 
variety for the purpose of further breeding activities;

18. Stresses that further efforts should be made to increase transparency with respect to the 
status and patentability of biological material; points out that breeders should be 
provided with adequate access to information on the biological material they will use in 
the plant breeding process; stresses that the Commission should implement new 
methods for effective consultation and exchange of information; opposes any patenting 
of live animals;

19. Welcomes the fact that, as part of the intellectual property action plan, the Commission 
wishes to explore the feasibility of a GI protection system for non-agricultural products 
at EU level; considers that such an initiative would enable EU producers to take full 
advantage of the opportunities offered by the international system of the Geneva Act for 
the international registration of appellations of origin and GIs, which is managed by 
WIPO;

20. Notes that, in the context of the stakeholder consultation on the initial impact 
assessment carried out by the Commission with a view to establishing a system of GI 
protection for non-agricultural products, there was broad support for such an EU 
initiative, highlighting the potential benefits for the products concerned in terms of 
international trade, transparency and identification of origin for consumers and 
economic development for SMEs and the EU’s rural areas.
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