
AD\1250264EN.docx PE703.181v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

2021/2226(BUI)

2.3.2022

OPINION
of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

for the Committee on Budgets

on guidelines for the 2023 Budget - Section III
(2021/2226(BUI))

Rapporteur for opinion: Andrea Caroppo



PE703.181v02-00 2/7 AD\1250264EN.docx

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\1250264EN.docx 3/7 PE703.181v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recalls the need to encourage and promote generational renewal in the agricultural 
sector by facilitating the takeover of farms by young people and women, as this is one 
of the main challenges for European agriculture; recalls the need for adequate financial 
support for young farmers under the reformed common agricultural policy (CAP); 
stresses that preventing farm abandonment is an important component of the 
Commission’s long-term vision for rural areas and highlights that agriculture and rural 
development are key investment policy areas and are instrumental to achieving the EU’s 
objectives on food security, sustainable economic growth, social inclusion, territorial 
balance, environmental protection and animal welfare;

2. Stresses the importance of funding research and innovation in the agri-food sector 
through rural development funds, the Horizon Europe budget, European Innovation 
Partnerships (EIPs), pilot projects, preparatory actions and the introduction of assisted 
evolution technologies in order to improve competitiveness, stimulate smart solutions 
and support a just transition towards a low-carbon economy; highlights, in this regard, 
the need for farmers to be provided with technical assistance for the implementation of 
new technologies and the need to ensure that the results of research and innovation 
reach farms and farmers;

3. Welcomes the European Union’s efforts to accelerate the digital transformation in 
agriculture and rural areas; notes the continued importance of supporting investments in 
modernisation and innovation, if the agriculture sector is to contribute to meeting the 
targets of the European Green Deal, the biodiversity strategy and ‘Farm to Fork’ 
measures; urges the Commission to identify additional sources of financial support for 
farmers with a view to ensuring a fair and balanced transition in the digitalisation of the 
agricultural sector, since significant differences remain at regional, national and EU 
level;

4. Urges the Member States to facilitate access to credit and other financial instruments for 
farms, especially small and family farms;

5. Calls on the Commission to encourage and financially support vertical integration 
projects that promote sustainable production in order to implement the ‘Farm to Fork’ 
model effectively and continue fostering knowledge and consumption of sustainably 
produced, regional and healthy foods from, for example, the Mediterranean diet or other 
national or regional quality schemes, including the optional quality terms ‘mountain 
product’ and ‘product of island farming’, as well as quality products with high added 
value, geographical indications and designations of origin;

6. Reaffirms the significance of the EU’s school scheme in helping children follow a 
healthy diet; calls on the Commission to propose appropriate support for the school 
scheme; invites the Member States to fully use their allocations and prioritise 
sustainable, local and high-quality production;
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7. Stresses that European farmers continue to play a strategic role during the pandemic and 
have demonstrated their ongoing resilience by ensuring a stable and secure food supply 
for European citizens; calls on the Commission, within the scope of its powers, to 
ensure European food security and reduce dependence on non-EU countries; stresses 
that, in the case of imports from non-EU countries, the Commission must ensure that 
imported products comply with quality standards by, in particular, implementing 
reciprocity of standards for agricultural products from outside the EU in order to 
guarantee safe food for European consumers;

8. Welcomes the Commission’s contingency plan for ensuring food supply and food 
security in times of crisis and the establishment of the European Food Security Crisis 
Preparedness and Response Mechanism (EFSCM); points out that the lack of 
coordination on emergency procedures and different Member States’ interpretations of 
the measures put in place by the EU cannot guarantee the smooth functioning of the 
single market; welcomes therefore the role of the EFSCM in aiming to improve the 
level of preparedness and cooperation between sectors; calls on the Commission to 
introduce measures to address the agri-food sector’s vulnerabilities to crises, including 
as part of the Farm to Fork strategy;

9. Believes that stricter controls on import requirements for plants, other agricultural 
products, plant protection products and products for use in agriculture entering the EU’s 
territory will help safeguard the health of consumers, biodiversity and European 
farmers’ income;

10. Calls on the Commission to bring forward without delay common varietal conversion 
plans for regions already affected by pathogens and make related financial support and 
free technical assistance available to farmers;

11. Continues to insist that revenue to the EU budget deriving from any assigned revenues 
or repayments of irregularities from agriculture in previous years should remain under 
this domain;

12. Recalls that from 1 January 2023, the reformed CAP, with a new delivery model, will 
enter into force and stresses the need to ensure a smooth implementation and immediate 
application of the CAP strategic plans to make an adequate budget promptly available; 
highlights that there are a number of new practices and measures under the strategic 
plans, such as farm advisory services and practices and new enhanced eco-schemes, that 
will help achieve the goals set out under the Farm to Fork strategy, including as regards 
carbon farming, agroforestry and paludiculture;

13. Recalls the commitments made under the Interinstitutional Agreement on the CAP 
reform to maintain funding for the programme of options specifically relating to 
remoteness and insularity (POSEI) and the programme for the smaller Aegean islands at 
their 2020 levels in the 2023 budget; stresses the vital importance of the POSEI 
programme for the maintenance of agricultural activity and the supply of food and 
agricultural products in the outermost regions, which must be provided with adequate 
resources; recalls the specific socioeconomic problems of those regions as a result of 
their geographical situation, in particular their remoteness, insularity, small size, 
difficult topography and climate, as acknowledged in Article 349 of the Treaty on the 
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Functioning of the European Union;

14. Underlines that the EU agricultural sector is currently facing major challenges, notably 
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the energy crisis and rising fertiliser and feed 
prices, and that this makes the need for sustainable investment in the agricultural sector 
greater than ever, including from sources outside the CAP budget, in order to ensure the 
production of sufficient, affordable and high-quality food for consumers and help 
farmers address future crises;

15. Calls on the Commission, in the context of the ongoing crisis in the pork market, to 
identify mechanisms to support pig farmers and pork producers, while taking the 
negative impact of African swine fever into consideration;

16. Asks the Commission to address the problems affecting many sectors due to the 
increasing costs of inputs, particularly fertilisers, feed and energy, through targeted 
market interventions and calls for continuing and increasing targeted reinforcements to 
the relevant budget items for market support measures;

17. Welcomes the new agricultural reserve provided for in the new CAP that will assist the 
agricultural sector in the event of market developments or crises that affect agricultural 
production or distribution, and which Parliament strongly supported during the 
negotiations of the new CAP; highlights that this reserve will amount to at least 
EUR 450 million per year and is to be initially financed by appropriations available 
under the European agricultural guarantee fund sub-ceiling and subsequently, if 
necessary, by unused crisis reserve funds available at the end of 2022; notes that the 
agricultural reserve will be implemented for the first time in 2023 and stresses that the 
rest of the unused 2022 crisis reserve funds should be reimbursed to farmers; highlights 
that the agricultural reserve under the new CAP should become a more efficient tool to 
address both large- and small-scale crises in the agricultural sector over time and that it 
represents an easily accessible buffer to deal with market uncertainties; recalls the need 
to make full use of the additional support provided to the European agricultural fund for 
rural development by the NextGenerationEU funds;

18. Stresses the need to find funding from outside CAP to lend ad hoc support to sectors 
affected by external political or health-related constraints.



PE703.181v02-00 6/7 AD\1250264EN.docx

EN

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 1.3.2022

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

39
7
1

Members present for the final vote Mazaly Aguilar, Clara Aguilera, Atidzhe Alieva-Veli, Álvaro Amaro, 
Attila Ara-Kovács, Carmen Avram, Adrian-Dragoş Benea, Benoît 
Biteau, Mara Bizzotto, Daniel Buda, Asger Christensen, Angelo Ciocca, 
Ivan David, Paolo De Castro, Jérémy Decerle, Salvatore De Meo, 
Herbert Dorfmann, Luke Ming Flanagan, Dino Giarrusso, Francisco 
Guerreiro, Martin Häusling, Martin Hlaváček, Krzysztof Jurgiel, 
Jarosław Kalinowski, Elsi Katainen, Hélène Laporte, Camilla Laureti, 
Gilles Lebreton, Norbert Lins, Colm Markey, Marlene Mortler, Ulrike 
Müller, Maria Noichl, Juozas Olekas, Eugenia Rodríguez Palop, Bronis 
Ropė, Anne Sander, Petri Sarvamaa, Simone Schmiedtbauer, Annie 
Schreijer-Pierik, Marc Tarabella, Veronika Vrecionová, Sarah Wiener, 
Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez

Substitutes present for the final vote Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Alin Mituța, Pina Picierno



AD\1250264EN.docx 7/7 PE703.181v02-00

EN

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

39 +
ECR Mazaly Aguilar, Krzysztof Jurgiel, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Veronika Vrecionová

ID Mara Bizzotto, Angelo Ciocca, Hélène Laporte, Gilles Lebreton

NI Dino Giarrusso

PPE Álvaro Amaro, Daniel Buda, Salvatore De Meo, Herbert Dorfmann, Jarosław Kalinowski, Norbert Lins, Colm 
Markey, Marlene Mortler, Anne Sander, Petri Sarvamaa, Simone Schmiedtbauer, Annie Schreijer-Pierik, Juan 
Ignacio Zoido Álvarez

Renew Atidzhe Alieva-Veli, Asger Christensen, Jérémy Decerle, Martin Hlaváček, Elsi Katainen, Alin Mituța, Ulrike 
Müller

S&D Clara Aguilera, Attila Ara-Kovács, Carmen Avram, Adrian-Dragoş Benea, Paolo De Castro, Camilla Laureti, 
Maria Noichl, Juozas Olekas, Pina Picierno, Marc Tarabella

7 -
The Left Luke Ming Flanagan, Eugenia Rodríguez Palop

Verts/ALE Benoît Biteau, Francisco Guerreiro, Martin Häusling, Bronis Ropė, Sarah Wiener

1 0
ID Ivan David

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention


